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high, and when ho finally pullod up at sight of un, within forty j'ards, with

intrv hiif fl » r^** nock slightly archod and a gloam of stiushino lighting np tho hiigo white

,'
* ^ bosH formed by tho junction of tho hot: j, ho prcsoutod a most fonnidablo

unknown land, appeuronco."

This first success was followed up by u winter expedition of five

duration. Mr. Pike then returned to Fort Resolution for
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weeks' duration. Mr. Pike then returned to

Christmas ; but in the following summer ho made a third expedition

to tho Ikrren Ground, in which he Mas accompanied by Mr. Mac-

kinlay, who was in charge of the Fort, and some other white men.

In both of these latter expeditions tho hunting of the musk-ox and

caribou was conducted on a very handsome scale. S;itiutod by those

victories over his " horned foes," late in the autumn of 18l)0 Mr.

Pike formed the intention of crossing tho Rockies, and so making

his way to the Pacific. It was in carrying out tliis intention that

Mr. Pike met with an experience which threatened to bo deeply

tragic, and which forms the culminating adventure of the narrative.

For tho moment the interest I have felt in tho mutter of Mr.

Pike's book has prevented me from noticing his manner. It is

difficult to praise too much the brevity and strength of Mr. Pike's

work. There is something Homeric in the directness and simplicity

6f his style. At the same time, by eschewing tho pernicious habit of

breaking up the narrative by the insertion of dates, he has avoided

making his book a mere diary. I have already mentioned, as con-

stituting, in my opinion, the chief merit of the book, the vivid pic-

tures of hunting life wliich it contains. These descriptions are

admirable. They are not mere exhibitions of skilful word-painting,

though they are excellent as such ; they reveal a singular capacity

to seize and express in words the aspects of a scene that are essen-

tially dramatic. To begin with we will take that in which Mr. Pike

looks forth for tho first time upon his strange Canaan :

—

" Wi! sat down for a sinoko at tho top of tho hill, and took our last view of

tho Great Slavo Lake. Looking southward wo could see tho fur .shore and tho

unknown land beyond rising in teiTaces to a considorablo height, and very

similar in appearance to the range wo wore on. Ahead of us, to the north,

lay a broken rocky country sparsely timbered and dotted with lakes, tho

imarewt of which, a couplo of miles away, was tho end of oar portage ; n, bleak

Biid desolate country, already white with snow, and with a film of ice over the

emaller ponds. Three hundred miles in the heart of this wilderness, far

beyond tho lino where timber ceased, lies the land of tho musk-ox, to wliich

Wo wore about to force our waj', depending entirely on our guns for food and
for clothing to withstand the intense cold that would soon bo upon us. A
pair of hawks hovering overhead furnished tho only signs of life, and tho out-

look was by no means cheerful. As I was sitting on a rock meditating upon
these things old King [a half-breed] came up and said :

' Lot us finish the

portage (juiekly ; it is dinner-time.'
"

Mr. Pike has much to say about the half-breed Indians with

,whom he was so largely associated, and in particular of a certain King
Hoaulieu (_jentioned above), who acted as his chief guide. Of the

half-breed in general, Mr. Pike writes : " He is not a nice man to


