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I of the Gov-
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Service; in

topographer
of the 49th

Interior De-
^pher of the

survey of the Black Hills in 1875 ; in the

War Department as attending Surgeon
of Second and Third United States Cav-
alry in the Big Horn expedition of 187G,

ami Assistant Post-Sui'geon in the De-
partment of the Platte and Dakota in

1877-78, and as Indian agent in charge
of the Pine Ridge Agency fronx March,
1879. His incumbency at Pine Ridge
was one evincing the highest courage,
skill, and administrative abilitv. A force

of fifty Indian police was organized by
him, and admii*ably trained in cavalry

and infantry tactics, under the command
of his chief clerk, who had been a soldier

during the war. With this force the
agent was able to thwart or to subdue
the frequent attempts of Red Cloud to

create disorder. In 1884 a serious out-

break was threatened by this chief, who
was used as a tool by certain men with
whose selfish and dishonest schemes the
agent had interfered. Senator Dawes,
the champion of Indian interests in the
Senate, writing of this afltair in 1884,
said

:

For days the life of every white man tliero

was in peril, and nothing but tlie courage and
prudence of McGillycudcly saved them from a
horrible mas8acre. lied Cloud, overpowered by
the law, preferred charges against MoGillycud-
dy. They were investigated by a special agent
sent from Washington, who reported against
McGillycuddy. lie then asked a hearing be-
fore the Secretary, who sent another inspector
for re-examination. This inspector reported
in favor of lIcGillycuddy, not only exonerating
him from the charges of Red Cloud and tho
report of . . . , but reflecting severely
upon [tho former inspector] himself. Red
Clouil enlisted liland in his favor, who induced
the Secretary to send out a third inspector to
investigate tho conduct of McGillycuddy. Tliis

report not only declared the charges false, but
highly commended him for the work ho was
doing at that agency.

Senator Dawes further says :
" The

Senate Committee, of which I was a
member, was at this agency last sum-
mer and took much pains to ascertain

the truth of this matter. They were
unanimouHly of the opinion that at no
agency which they had visited, or had
any knowledge of, had so much been
done for the advancement of wild Ind-
ians as at this place." The writer can,

from frequent personal observation, fully

"ontirm the truth of Mr. Dawes's state-

ment. Pine Ridge at that time, and so
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long as McGillycuddy was in charge
of it, although one of the most difiicult

agencies in the service, was a model of

eiiiciency and order.

Upon the advent of the Democratic
administration there began, to the sur-

prise of many, and to the regret of all

of the friends of the Indians, a general

proscription of those Indian agents and
employees who had served under the

previous administration. In vain were
earnest protests presented. The in-

cumbents at every agency on the Sioux
reservation were changed, with the sin-

gle exception of Standing Rock, where
the agent, Major McLaughlin, one of

the best men in the service, was proba-
bly saved by his own good record and
the political influence of the Roman
Catholic Church, of which he is a devout
member. In two instances these changes
were manifestly for the better ; in most
of the others they were seriously for

the worse. The latter was manifestly

the case at Pine Ridge and Rosebud.
Under McGillycuddy's successor there

was a steady deterioration in the morale
of the agency and in the efficiency of the
police force. At Rosebud the former
agent, Mr. James G. Wright, to whom
the public owes a debt of gratitude for

years of wise, patient, and successful ser-

vice, was succeeded by an agent whose
career in the Indian service was one of

ignominious failure.

Out of fifty -eight Indian agents in

the entire sei"vice, upward of fifty were
changed. The removals in the other

grades of the service were general. In
some instances, as has been frankly and
gladly admitted, these changes were
for the better ; but the general result

was deterioration, not improvement.
Where changes were fortunate and hap-

py in their results the friends of the
Indians were prompt to admit the fact,

and stood ready upon the incoming of
the Republican administration to pray
for the retention of every officer known
to them to be deserving. Indeed, the
first request made by them to Mr. No-
ble, the Republican Secretary of the
Interior, was that agents and employ-
ees might not be removed for political

reasons, but that they might be retained

or dismissed solely on the ground of

merit, so that the fatal rock of spoils


