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States—a topic which has now assunicd the very f^ravest iinportanc e

from the announced intention of Government to withdraw her

Majesty's troops from the Canadas, and thns resij^n them to their

own wishes and resources.* Tliere lias lately been such a con-

fusi(m of political parties, and there always is such a variety

of interests, both moral and material, in our Canadian provinces,

that it is all but impossible to arrive at a correct conclusion as to

their actual condition. At this moment we dare say very fcAv of

our readers can tell how it happened that a majority of Upper

Canadian mend)ers, of British bk'oil, and many of them Eritish

born, went with the French mendjers in the case of the porten-

tous Indenmity Bill. How came those who had been unanimous,

not a few of them gallantly active, in opposing the rebellion, to

be found voting with those who had all favoured, many of them

participated in it? Mr, Johnston put this questicm to a friend

of his—(me of these British mendiers—and his explanation was

to the following effect :—For a hmg series of years, Up})er

Canada was under the dominating rule of what was called the

Family Compact, by which home-born Canadians and a certain

number of high officials divided all posts and patronage amcmg
themselves, and did everything in their power to keep the British-

liorn from participating in the sweets of place. The few

Britisli who gained access to the Assemblv, therefore, were

naturally driven into opposition, and, after the uni(m of the

Provinces, made common cause with the French Opposition to

the Tory Government, till at length the numbers of the latter

party exceeded those returned by the T'amily Compact. As a na-

tural result the Tories were ousted, and the present mixed Govern-
ment went 'n. In short, still fresh from the struggle, and embar-
rassed by thcj/ ill-assorted alliance with the French members, the

British-born allowed party to triumph over principle, and voted

lor the Indeinnitij Bill. It may be verv true that many of them
'never believed or intended that any one who had aided or pro-

moted the rebelli(m should be compensated \ but there must
have been others not quite so shortsighted, and whose (mly
excuse is their awkward positicm. Nevertheless, but for the

incredible weakness of the (iovernment at home, we should
have had no serious fear. Under any circumstances that could
well have been anticipated, we should have felt confidence that
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* See Correspoiulence relating to tlie Civil List of Canada (IJlue Book, April, 18.31)

pp. !i-l;]_l)espatcli from L<.rd Grey, d.ite I Marcli 14— in wliirh he informs Lord
Elgin tiiat. m consequence of ;lie )'leasant state of onr relations witli tiie goveininent at
Wasiiuigton, it iscoiisitiered neeilless t i niaiiitain any iJritish force in onr Provinces,
except -tiie garrisons of two or tlnec fortilied iwsts—probably only Quebec and
Kingston'
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