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oF his (hould be wanting to accompllfli the difco-

vcry. The Admiral was now arrived at an Indi-

an town named Conajfet, on the fouth coa(l of the

lake BelUt when he received this letter from Cap-
tain Bernardo. This is a very delightful place,

and the two jefuit miflionaries had continued here

two years of their miflion, to the great benefit of
the inhabitants. The Admiral entered this lake

with his two fliipi on the 22d of 7«»tf, an hour

before high water, in betwixt four or five fathom

water \ there was then no fall or catara<S, and

the general depth of lake Belle is fix or feven

fathom •, there is a little water- fall till half flood,

and "half an hour before high water the flood begins

flowly to fet into Belle lake •, the river water is

frclh at Jrena harbour, being 20 leagues from the

mouth of the river de los Reyes.

This river and the lake abound in falmon,

crouts, pikes, mullets and two other kinds of fifli

peculiar to thefe places, which are very large, and

fine diting. Admiral de Fonte affirms the mullets

of the river de los Reyes to exceed thofc of any

other part of the world.

On the ift of Jufyf 1640, Admiral de Fonfe

leaving his (hips in Belle lake in Conajfel harbour,

which was in every refpeft very convenient, being

within a fine ifland, failed up a river to which he

gave the name of Parmentiers^ in honour of Par-

mentiers, one of his fellow - adventurers, a per-

fon of Angular merit, and who had drawn up an

accurate defcription of this river and its neigh-

bourhood. We have pafled (it is ftill the Admiral

who fpeaks) eight catar.^dls, which in all made 32
feet of perpendicular height, from the fource of the

river to its ifllie into lake Belle. The river runs into

a large lake •, I hope it will not be imputed to me
as any great vanity, that I called it lake de Forties

where we arrived the 6th of July •, it is in length from

eaft-north-caft to weft-north- weft, 160 leagues, its

depth


