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•where thoy will he frco from nny considerable tide. The Low nnd Bare Islands, north,

ward of Sidney Island, should not be ajjproaclied very doso, and Cooper's lleef should

be particularly avoided. The Hood tide sets stroni^Iy (o the nortli-west throui,'ii tiir

IMiner's Channel, and sailiut^-vcsscls woukl be very litible to be set into it dimni,' li^'Iit

winds.

riumper Sound, on th- northern side of the l)end of the Strait, between Stimn

Island and the cast point of Saturna Island, is a i^ood anchoi'ai;!', with a nioderiito

de[)th of water for vessels scekin;^ shelter, and one of the few amoni^ the group of

islands, which is of easy access to a sailini,'-vesscl.

Cowlitz Bay, on the western side of Waldron Island, is also an excellent stopping,

place, easy of access or ei,'ress.

There arc two small anchorau'cs in Stuart Island, lleid and Prcvost Harbours, Inn

they arc only suited to small vessels or steamers.

A vessel ))assin<]f 1hroMi,'h the Canal de Jlaro may seek slielter in any of the above-

mentioned anehor!ii,'es, but the ^'reat depth and irrei^ular nature of the bottom would

render it impossible for her to anchor anywhere in the main channel.

Sneh is the most (•oni])letc account which Her Majesty's (iovernment is able to

lay before llis Imperial ^la jesty rcs[)cetin!,^ the hycLroi,'raphy of the two chauucls, whicli

are in controversy.

Oriijin of the Names of (he two CItannels.

AVilli rci^ard to tlic ori^'iu of the rcs])cctive names of the two Clianncls there is

some uncertainty. Troui an account published by Mr. llobert Creenhow, the Librarian

of the Doi)artnicnt of State of the United States, in his "History of Ore^'on and

California" (Boston, 1815), it would a])pcar that, in the summer of 17'JO, an attempt

Avas made by the Spaniards to ex])lore the waters supposed to be identical with a north-

west ])assai;e leading,' into the I'olar Sea, which, accordini,' to an ancient tradition, had

been discovered in the sixteenth century by a Greek ])iIot, called commonly Juan dc

Tuca. Tor tliat puri)ose, to quote IMr. Creenhow's words (History, p. 221), " Elisa,

the Commandant of Isootka, detached Lieutenant Quimjjer, in the slov)p ' Princess

lioya!,' who traced the passai^e in an eastwardly direction, cxaminini;; both its shores to

the distance of about a hundred miles from its mouth, when it was observed to braiicli

off into a number of smaller passages towards the south, the east, and the north, some

of which were channels between islaiuls, while others ajjpeared to extend far into the
j

interior. Quimper was unable, from want of time, to ])euetratc any of tli' se passages;

and he could do no more than note the positions of their entrances and of several I

harbours, all of which arc now well known, though th(>y are generally distinguished by
j

names diiferent from those assigned to them by the Spaiuards. Among these passages

and harbours wen; the; Canal de Caamano, afterwards named by Vancouver Admiralty
Inlet; the Boca de Plon, or Dece])tion Passage; the Canal de Cuemcs, and the Canal

de llaro, A\hieh may still be found muler those names in Engbsh charts, exteudini!

northward from the eastern end of the strait; Port Quadra, the Port Discovery oil

Vancouver, said to be one of the best harbours on the Pacilic side of America, Avitli
|

Port Qiumper near it on the west ; and Port Nunez Gaoua, called Poverty Cove by

the American fur-traders, situated a few miles east of Cape Plattciy, where the

Spaniards attempted, in 1792, to form a settlement.
" Having ])eri"onned this duly as well as possible, under the circumstances in

Avhich he Avas i)l:iccd, QuimpiT returned to Nootka, where he arrived in the beginniii;'

of August."

It is probable that it was upon the autiiority of Quimper, who was an Ensign of

the lloyal iS'avy of Spain, that the name of the Canal de Haro was given to the Strait,

Avhich separates A'ancouver's Island from the Island of Sau Juan, in the Spanish Cliai't

of the discoveries mad(^ on the north-east coast of America, annexed to the narrative

of the expedition of the Spanish exploring A'cssels, "Sutil" and " Mexicana," Avhicli

Avas published at ^Madrid in 1802, by order of the King of Spain.

A very brief allusion is made in the first chapter of that nan-atiA'C to Quimpei's
Expedition. He is stated to haAC sailed from th«! port of Kootka on 31st Mav, 17W,
to have reconnoitred the Port of Claucaud (in VancouA'cr's Island), to have'eulereil

afterAvards into the Canal of Puca, to liaAc visited certain jjorts and i)art of the coast,

to Imve taken sur\-eys, and to liaAC retired on the 1st of August, the Avcatlier not

permitting him to continue his labours.

Mr. Creenhow cit<>s, as his authority, the journal of (iuimjx'r's A'oyagc amou"- lac

manuscripts obtained from the Hydrographical Department at Madrid.


