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proved by himself, has already been incorporated in these

pa^es. <AU true,' he used to exclaim. ^No mistake
there.' B>jt, though ardently sensitive, he was not dis-

posed to be querulous and repining, although he used to

speak sometimes with strong indignation of those legal in-

tricacies and quibbles, by which he lost all the rewards of

his exposures, labors, sufferings, and dangers', in ' the first

settlement of Kentucky.
But having expended his indignation in u transient par-

oxysm, he settled soon back to his customary mental com-
placency and self-possession; and as ho had no j)ledge of

consequence remaining to him in the soil of Kentucky; as

it was, moreover, becoming on all sides subject to the em-
pire of the cullivntor's axe and plough; and as Missouri,

still an unpeopled wilderness, lying along an almost unex-

plored river, exceeding a thousand leagues in length, of-

fered to his imagination a new Kentucky, almost promising

indemnity for that he hud lost, ho determined to remove
there; and, in the year 1804, he moved with his family

from Kentucky to Missouri. His character for honesty,

courage, and fidelity, followed him. The country had
just passed by cession fiom the then French republic to

the United States. But the Spanish and French system

still being in force, he was appointed commandant of the

district of St. Charles by the Spanish commandant. This

was the second district, in point of importance, in the terri-

tory ; and he retained his command until the government
of the United States went into effect. His first position

was at Boone's Lick, not far from Franklin, and about 180
miles north-west of St. Louis, near Missouri river. Here
he made salt, hunted bears and buffaloes, and trapped bea-

vers, undisturbed by white cultivators, as in the halcyon

days of salt making on the Blue Licks.

But these times were too happy to last; and French
hunters, and voyagcurs, and coureurs du bois^ began to

scour the forests, kill the bears, drive oft' the buffaloes, and
cut down the bee trees; and with their fleets of periogues

ascend the Missouri to points, beyond v;here the stiffened

sinews, and the time-worn frame of the Kentucky hunter

permitted him to follow. The volatile and babbling


