
Ddwii till' Inn;;- Atlantic tli. >t.umcli >liii> plowtd lior way; p-i^t

Tint ritlf's li)Wi rmjj;' p.ak, tin ii iiitii tlic (loldiiinis wlnr.' tin.- Iioiit sliiMink

tlic plaiiU .111(1 Ihf plttli <)()/i(| from imtv cimk. 'I'hc line wa>

(i(i>>c(l on tlir -..'>\\[ of ()(tul).r. and a nioiitli later am-lior was cast

in tli< lic.uitiliil liailinur of l{io (!>' .lanciro.

In IlioM' (la\N iJra/.il was a l*ortu^iir-.i' lolony. and an l'-nj;li-li

M'^>. I was viewed witli "real sn^picion. Onl.v I/ieiiteiiant Cook was

[(. iMiitt.d to laiiil and an arnu'd ^imrd ucconipanied him wherever lie

went. 'I'lie I'.n-li^h w.i'e fiieat ti-.iders and the I'ortiij^aiese (iovernor

,it I{io w.(, in .1 p. hie lest in some m.ainiei- tlie l',nf;-lish shonld learn of

the ii( h. - (1 M".i/il and attempt ;i tr.idinji venture with the nativ.--.

Ijiit .ill tlia! Hie olticer- of tiie ••Knde.i von r" wished w.is to ohtani

Nnp)>hes .;| fn-h \.-vlahl(- for the erew and to re (ill tlw numerous

water e.i-L-. which ..lilln-;- vessels of thos.' days must alway- carry.

Koundln.i;- -turn'.y T.-ipi' Horn, it was the end of l''eiiru,iry. 17(»!) ix'foro

the wi.rv >,tilor> luo 1,1 t,, f\.,l the iidluence of the mild Pacific w.it.rs.

Ill .\p.il the "laKi .iM.iir" .•uichore<l in M;ita\ai 15ay. 'I'alnti.

Wh.it .1 eli;iii^-e from th«' tossing seas .uid ice strewn co.ists of

'I'ierr.i .1' I 1 lie;;.. I Here t.ill palm trees aii<l luxuriant ve^ntation ^--reet-

ed th.' eve of the heholder. On the coral str.uid happy natives shouted

a iovou's welcome. All w.i- liustle and hurry to ovt on shore as soon

.is' p'ossihle. r.'- this w.is the first ^oal of tlu' Ion-- voy.i-re which h.id

taken eio-ht nioiiih- :ind l>rou<,dit them li.ilf way round the world.

'I'ahiti w.is the principal island of the Society <;roiip and had heen

chos, 11 as particiil.u-ly well-sit u.ited for .ast ronmru-.d work. Ilere a

sni.ill ()!>servalorv wis set >ip ,nid everytliintf pl.iced in readiness to

ohsirve the tr.ins'if of Wnus. The astronomers had decided this would

occur on the ;5rd of June.

'Ih.it d.iy d.iwiiid cle.ir and cloudless, an ideal diiy for the little

1 111(1 of scientists M. fir .iw.iy from liome. In the written record of

the vovaoe we read, -'nie -.r.atest care was takin to m.ake the ohserva-

tidis .'is accur.it e .as possihl,- so that the l-arned scientists in Kn<.'land

mij;ht m.ake lis,- of tlieni in tliiii- intricate c.-dculations."

And now it w.is iUiUld to continue tiie vovaye f.ir to the west-

ward in order that some of the kinds known to lie in the v.ist Southern

Pacific mi'dit lie mor.' carefullv examined. Since the days of \ an

Dienien nirone had troul.led to -o far south of the e<|uator in crossing

tlie P.icilic. It now fell to tl,e lot of T,ieutenant f'ook .and his ^mod

shij). the "laide.ivonr," to make marvollous discoveries and tlierehy

add millions of siiu.aro miles of land to our Kinpire.

KeepuK' hetwoen the 3()th and KHli ])arallels of latitude, tn-y

si..ht..l l.in.ron the Htli of Octoher. Coasting northward.s they rounded

a^ci.ie .iiiil soon this land was found to he fin island witli a larger

island to the southward. It in turn was cireuninavi,u,ated. charts wore

,„a,le of the whole, and this kind we know today as the Dominion of

N(W /e.iland. The passa<,oway which separates the North from the

South Island is kn.^wn as Cook's Strait, in honor of its discoverer.

Ml were in hi^li spirits that the voyiige had proved so su.'cessful.

It w IS now Aiiril of 1770. But. nothing daunted, the hokl sailormen
'
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