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figures. The ski'trhcs in the book have all been made in outline
8o as to assist tho pupil in making hia own.

But chemistry is much more than the making an«l recording of
experinents ; it has a iiin^t iiniioi t.iiit jdiil-.snphical sid.'. Oh.ser-

vation must bo f()ll(»wed by classification, and this involves that
all-important principle of comimrison. Heiice, as the study proceeds
there should In- constant reference to what n goi.o before and
likeaosses and unlikencsses carefully noted. I.i.Iat-l facts an;

not science. Moreover, it is not possible to grasp the l ull import
of many things whvn (iiNt m. t with; their meanings will develop
withoiirown mental advance

;
lifucc, the need for frc'iuent re-reading

of chapters that go before what at the mf)inent one may haj leu to

be studying. The listing and tabulating of information is a most
valuable exercise, as it presents in a striking way many things tliat

might otherwise be overlooked.

What might be called the human side of the subject has not

been di.sregarded. No one needs to remember who discovered each
element or compound, or the dates of all the imji irtant happenings.

But there should be in the mind of each pupil some sort of chrono-

l(^cal perspective and an appreciation of the fact that this science

is intimately connected with the history of the rt-ce and ib a part of

universal evolution.

It maybe well to defer the study of Chapter XV, on Organic
Chemistry, till all the inorganic has been gone over 5 but it was
thought best to place it where it apjiears in the book in order to

minimise the old and persistent idea that there is some real

and fundamental difference between these two great branches of

•hemistry.

Certain matters Avhich are perhaps somewhat too advanced,

or not of sufficient importance, for treatment in schools, but which
explain or round out that which is taught, have been introduced
in small typo. Tlie>e little paragraphs will elucidate some things

that might otherwise be obscure and may, i)erhaps, help in cul-

tivating a desire for more advanced study.

WHiile simple language has always heen tli • writer's aim, lie does

not think that the vocabulary of the High School pupil should

be considered as hardly more advanced than that of the infant class

;


