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the viceroy and Lady Cttfani kad the way to the banquet
hall, where a sumptuous supper is spread, and the gen-
tiemen are allowed to share the festivities. The formal-
ities are relaxed, ai^ tfie hosts diat mfonnaOy wtdi tiie

guests.

It is a very brilliant scene, quite different from any
that may be witnessed elsewhere, particnlariy because of
the gorgeous costumes and the profusion of jewels worn
by the native princes. At none of the csq>itals of Europe
can so magnificent a show of jewels be witnessed, but the
medals of honor and decorations which adorn the breasts
of the bronzed soldiers are more highly prized and usual-
ly excite greater admiration, for many of the heroes of
the South African war were servfa^ totn oi duty in
India when we were in Calcutta.

The viceroy's levee is exclusively for gentlonen. No
hdies are expected, and a similar ceremony is carrkd
out. It is intended to offer an annual opportunity for the
native princes, and officials of the government, officers of
the amy, die Indian ndbility and private citizens of
prominence to pay their respects and offer their congrat-
ulations to their ruler and the representative of their king,
and at 9 o'dodc on die evening appointed, two days later
than Lady Curzon's reception, every man of distinction
in dut part of the world appears at the palace and makes
hb how to fte viceroy as the latter stands under the
canqpy beside the throne. It m^ be a iondier
stupid proceeding but for the presence of many natives
in their dazzling jewels, picturesque turbans and golden
brocades, and die hurge contii^t of army oflfeers, witt
their breasts covered with medals and decorations.

This reception is foltowed a few days later by a state

baa, wliidi it omMutd the moat IxmsA ftmction of


