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captain to run these boats.
not do it.

Mr. J. D. REID. Why ?

Mr. CONMEE. Take the best certificated
officer you have on the Great lakes, put him
on the lake of the Woods and he cannot
run a boat of 20 tons because there are no
charts of that Jake. No man can run a boat
on one of these small inland lakes except
the man who has grown up in the district
and knows the local waters.

Mr. J. D. REID. Why does he not get
the certificate of a master or engineer ?

Mr. CONMEE. He ought to do it but
the law will not give it to him. The way
to remedy this is not to impose more one-
rous conditions but to give the inspector
jurisdiction. The inspectors are either com-
petent or they are not competent. Why not
allow the inspector to say what boat an
officer is capable of sailing ? If a boat is
capable of carrying twenty passengers say
S0 ; if it is competent to carry more than
20 passengers why should it not be allowed
to do it? If a contractor wants to remove
his staff of 50 or 100 men from one pofnt
to another is he going to make ten trips
with a tug when he might do it all at
once ? The boat is perfectly safe and large
enough.” What purpose is served by impos-
ing such a condition as this ? It must be
apparent to the minister that the risk will
be taken, that the boat will carry a larger
number of passengers and take the chance
of the penalties being imposed. I submit
that there should be a change, that Instead
of it being limited to 4 nominal horse-power
it should be 30 or 40 horse-power when
a law is being made which is going to apply
to the whole of Canada. We had my hon.
friend from Strathcona (Mr, McIntyre) mak-
ing the same statement with regard to cer-
tain waters in his constituency. He said
that no man could sail a vessel on these
rivers unless he had knowledge of the
river or unless he had been engaged there
for a year or so before he became the mas-
ter of a boat. You can employ no one to
run these boats except the men who have
had practical local knowledge and expe-
rience of the particular water in which
the boat is operating. Therefore, these
hampering conditions which serve no good
purpose and which do not protect the pub-
lic should be removed from the Act instead
of further onerous conditions being imposed.

Mr. BRODEUR. I must take exception
to the last remark of my hon. friend from
Rainy River (Mr. Conmee). We are not
increasing the difficulty which he is men-
tioning; it is quite the reverse. The statute
which is now in force provides that a tem-
porary certificate may be issued to engi-
neers of vessels of 4 nominal horse-power of
the single cylinder type and 9 horse-power

Mr CONMEE.

But, you can-

if of the compound type. We are increasing
it to 14. Instead of increasing the difficulty
which my hon. friend has mentioned we
are moving in the direction which he sug-
gests. In regard to the suggestion of my °
hon. friend that we should leave entirely
to the discretion of the inspector the ques-
tion as to whether certificates should be
given or not, I do not quite agree with him.
I think that in this case it should not be
left entirely in the discretion of the inspec-
tor. Of course, if there are special circum-
stances we do not want to take any ac-
tion that would prove a hardship to any
person, but is it not dangerous that pas-
senger vessels should be operated by per-
sons who are not absolutely qualified? Why
should not these men pass their examina-
tions and take certificates? We are willing
to grant them certificates in the cases of
smal] vessels. But, to go farther than that,
as my hon. friend suggests, and issue tem-
porary certificates to officers of vessels of
40 horse-power is a very serious step and
a step in the wrong direction. We must
ensure the safety of the people. Passen-
gers are going on these boats and we must
see that these boats are in charge of per-
sons who are properly qualified. In excep-
tional circumstances we issue temporary
certificates and if there were cases which
would prove a very serious hardship we
would consider the circumstances. I re-
member a case which came to my knowl-
edge a few years ago where, on Lake Te-
miskaming, the engineer of a boat left
and they could not get anybody to take
charge of the vessel. Of course, we would
not take procedings where it was impos-
sible to get men. To provide that these
vessels should be obliged to take officers
who pass an examination would be a
serious step.

Mr. CONMEE. The argument of the min-
ister is against himself, because if this is
an improvement and not a restriction then
it shows how bad the former law was. [
had the honour of accompanying a deputa-
tion, some of whom came 1,000 miles, to
see the minister, and it was pointed out to
him that if they were obliged to engage
certificated officers, these men could only
stand round and draw their pay whnlle the
iocal men who had knowledge of the waters
operated the vessels. What good purpose
can be accomplished by such legislation as
this. I would ask him to let clause 17 stand
until he considers it further.

Mr. BRODEUR. I will be very glad to
consult Mr. Adams who has a great deal
of experience in this matter.

Mr. CONMEE. I want to enter my pro-
test here. TIs there no regard to be paid
to the thousands of people who have their
money invested and who do busines with
these vesels. T do not think it is a sufficient
answer to the representations made to say



