THE COMMERCILAT.,

1015

The Commeercial

WINNIPEG, JULY 20, 1896.

DEVELOPHENT GF THE WEST.

The Commorcial has onco or twice latoly
montioned incidentally the unpopularity of
the Liberal party in tho West, Previous to
the recent goneral oloction, tho West hasro-
turned practically a sulid governmentsupport.
The Liberal party in Mamtoba never suc-
coeded in electing moro than ono member
representing that party, while in British
Columbia and tho Territories the solid con-
sorvative support remained unbroken. Even
when tho anti-railway monopoly agitation
was at its huight and thore was much dis-
satisfaction with the government, the
Liborals were unable to make any headway
in the West.

Tho reason for this situation has beon
mainly twe fold. First it has been urged
that as tho West was a new rogion, requir-
ing exponditures of government money to aid
in its development, it would be wise to sup-
port the party in power. ‘The second and
principle reason for the solid support which
the Waest has always given the Conservative
party hae béen the belief so prevelent here
that the Liberals, as a party, did not appreci-
ato the valuoc of tho \West and were oppoted
to incurring expenditures for the develop-
ment of the country.

As for the first reason given, that it was
Lecessary to support tho party im powerin
order to secure votes of tnoney for public
works, tho history of tho West during recent
yoars does not show the correctness of this
theory. It is true that the Cunservative
party carried through the Canadian Paofic
Railway bili, but havipg dono this they
scomed to think they were entitled to rest
uporn their laurels; and although the West
has for the past fifteon or sixteen years stood
solidly by the governing party, the
policy of the government so far as tho
davelopment of thoe West i3 concerued, has
been oxceedingly umsatisfectory. Not o
single important public work has been
undertaken in the West, such for instancoas
ths improvement of our waterways, and the
aid to railways has principally been in the
direction of grants of public lands, which
lands, The Commercial has heretofore con-
tended, shouldbo held for settlement.and not
bo dissipated in this way.

As for the second contention, that the
Liberals were not alive to the value of the
Wiest and wero opposed to incurring espendi-
turc for the development of the West, itis
not worth while endeavoring at tho presont
timo to argue either for or against this
bolicf. Tho Liberals no doubt made mis-
takes in regard to tho West when thiy were
in power, bat it is so long siuco they have
had an opportunity of showing what they
would do, &3 a governing body, that their past
rocord may bo regarded as o matter of ancient
history. At any rate, tho governing rarty
has nothing to boast of .s regards its volicy
toward the West during recont yoars, and it
is doubtful if the Liboerals would have made
any lcas satisfactory rocord, if they hagd beon

in powor. To a groat oxtent tho iden that
tho Liberals were opposod to Western inter-
csts has no doubt beon vastly overdono here.
It has been reportod so frequently that it has
come to be accopted by many as a matter of
course. Tho Commercial bolieves that thoroe
aro many leading nion among the Liberals
who fully appreciate the valuo of the West,
and who are fully alive to the desirability of
seekiig to opon out and develop tho country,

Though tho Conservative g vernments of
le.to years havo been rather iuactive in their
policy regarding the West, the new Tupper
governrent made very exteusive promtses,
during tho recont political campaign, asto
what would bo dono in the intrrests of the
West. Somo of the enterprises which wero
promised were the following: The coustruc-
tion of the proposed S%. Andrew's locks on
tho Red river; tho building of tho }udson
Bay Railway; the completion of tho Mani-
toba and Northwestorn Railway; a railway
through tho Crow’s Nest Pass ; tho establish-
ment of government creamerics throughout
tho Territories, oto. This is a protty exten-
sivo bill of fare, but as they camo as
eloction promises, they are perhaps not en-
titled to as much woight as if they had been
mado at any other time. No doubt had the
Tupper government been maintained in
nower, an effort would have been made to
havo earried out at least somo of the promises,
As it is, they have now gone by the board.

The new Liberal government will not be
committed to anything definile regarding
public esterprise in the West, asno promises
wore made by the party during the elections.
Neither do we expect the Liberal government
to at once enter upon a policy of extensive
expenditure in order to develop the West.
Tho party is on the cther hand pledged to a
policy or rotrechment and ecconomy. At the
samo timo The Commercial would take the
liberty of pointing out that there are many
outerprises in the West which seriously do-
mand the astontion of tho new government,
Furthcrmore, tho West is justly cutitled to
more hberal treatment from the government
of Cavadas, in the way of development work,
than it has 1eceived forsome years past. All
the enterprises promised by the Tupper
government are worthy ones, with possibly
the excoption of the government croameries.
(The Commercial dees not endorse the princi-
ple of goverement competitivn in tho dairy
trade.) It would perbaps be (eo much to
exgpeet the new government to take up all
these matters at once, but they are all
worthy of serious consideration. ‘The wvast
watorways of the West aro capable of gieat
dovelopment by o very moderateexpenditure,
It is not too much to say that our Western
waterways have beon greviously neglected by
the federat government, and their valuoasa
means of aiding in the development of tho
cout t1y has been grossly overlouked.

Tho Liberals now have their opportunity,
By tho future and not by the past should they
be judged. If their has been a prejudice
ageinst them in the West in the past, perhaps
an uurcascnable prejudice, they now have
an opportunity of proving it so. While we
do not look for a policy of extravagant ex-
penditure, wo do expeet that tho now govern-

ment will at onco enter upon an active and

-

onergotic policy to secure tho sottlomony and
devclopment of the Waost, belioving that such
a policy will prove to thoadvantage not only
of tho West alone, but of the nation at largo.

THE COMING CONTEST,

The rosult of the Domocratic national con-
vention at Chicago shows that the coming
conkst (or rather wo may say tho tontest
Low ontored upon) in the United States will
be a stiaight fight on tho money question.
Tho Rovublican platform prepared by tho
recent convention at 3St. Louis, declares
straight for gold. ‘1'he Domocratic pletform,
now announced, is a straight declaration in
favor of the freo and unlimited coinage of
silver o* the ratioof 16 to 1.

Aa wgs expected from previous forecasts,
thoe s'lver men carried the Domoeratic con-
vention by a large majority, the platform as
roported by tho committeo having been
udopted by a vote of 626, to 803 against.
The question is now, what will the sound
money Dsmocrats, who formed about one-
third of tho convention do ? It has already
been announced that another Damooratic
convontion will bo held, by the sound mouoy
section of tho party, to promulgate a plat-
form and nominate a candiaato for the
presidency, but it romains to be scon what
will bo the outecome of such a movomant.

At any rato, the situation shows that the
great Damocratic party of the United States
isin a stato of demoralization, and we may
say, utter hopolessuess on thoeovo of a pres-
identsl election. Tho Republicans were
comparatively solid for their platform, only
a small minority of silver mon haviog
opposed the adoption of the platform. The
Republican silvor men will no doubt go over
in a body to the silver section of the Damo-
cratic party, now that tho latter havo
triumphed, and nominated their candidate
for the presidency. It is also oxpacted that
the Populist party will support the Demeo-
cratic silver party, thus combining the silver
men of both partics and the Pupulists, under
Bryau, tho presidential nomines of the
Chicago Dasmocratic couvention, Whether
the sound money Democrats will unite with
the Republicans, or put up a fight of their
own with a third candidate in the fold,
romains to be seen. It was at first supposed
that thiv would be the plan followed but the
movement to hold another convention, with
the avowed purpose of nominating a sound
money Damceratic candidato, complicates the
situations somowhat.

No matter which courso may bo adopted,
the Domocratic party at the resont time
scoms to bo in desperate straits. A great
mavy of the most influcntial journalists of
the party utterly ropudiate the platform
promulgated at the recert Chicago conven-
tion, and tho best men of the party, includ-
ing President Clsveland and presumably his
exceutive, aro thoroughly opposed to
free silver coinage. Thomajority of thorank
and fitlo of the party, howover, has been
carried away by the freo silver craze, and
this section seems determined upon carrying
out their programme regardless of cunse-
quences. There scems to have beon little
attemp to compromiso the situation, at the
Chicago couvention. The silver men were




