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DEVELOP19ENT ÛF THE 'WEST.
The Commercial lias onco or twice latoly

moationed incidoentally the unpopularity of
tho Liboral party je tho )Vcst. 1>rovious to
thre recent goneral eloction. tire Wet lias re-
turned praticaIlyasjlid governmentsupport.
Tho Liberal party in Manitoba nover suc-
coedod in eloctinig more than ono momber
ropresenting that party, whilo in Ilritieh
Columbia and tho Territories the solid con-
servative support remnained unbrokon. Evea
whon the anti-railway inonapoly agitation
was et its, hitight sud t.hora wus much dis-
satisfaction with the gevertiment, the
Liberals were unable to make any boad way
in the WVest.

The reason for this isituation bas beau
mainly twe fold. First it bas been urgcd
that as tho WVest iras a ew rogion, requir-
ing exponditures of governmeet money te aid
ie its developmient, it would bo wise to sup-
port thae party je power. The second and
prieciple roason for tho solid support ivhioh
the West bas alwaya given the Comsiervativo
party ha>- béen the belief se prevale.t boe
that the Liberals, as a party, did xaet aprpreci-
ate the value of the WVest anad score oppo>ed
te ircurring expeeditures fur the duvelop-
ment~ of the country.

As for the first resu given, that it was
necossary te support the party in poivcr ln
ordor te secure votas of anoncy for publie
works, the history ot tho West durizîg reont
years dues not show tho correctricess of this
thoery. It is truc that the Conservative
party carried through the Ctriadian Pacifia
Railway bill, but liavirig done this they
scemed ta think thcy score entitltd ta rest
upon their laurols; and although the West
has for the paît fi fteen or sixteen ycars stood
solidly by t.he goveruing prlrty, the
policy of the goverument~ so f ar as tire
d3veloprnent et tho West is couccrued, hon
been oxcoodirigly unsatisactorv. Nut a
single important public work lias been
undertakr.n in the West, such fur instance on
th-3improvemunt et our waterways, aad the
aid ta railways bas îîrincipally beau ie the
direction of grants of public lands, which
lands, The Commercial bas heretofore cuait-
toudod, shouldbo held for settlemontand niot
be dissipated in this way.

As for the second contention, that the
T.iborals were not alive to the value et the
West and wero opposed te incurri:îg espendi-
turc for the devélopinent ef the WVest, it is
neot werth while endcavoring ait thoe presenit
time te argue either for or against this
bouief. The Liberals re doubt ruade mnis-
takcs in regard te tho M'est when tht y viera
je powver, bat it is se long sixice thcy have
bad qn opportunity et showing what they
weuld de, as a govorraing body, tbat their past
record rnay bo regarded as a matter of ancient
history. At any rata, the governing rarty
bas nothing ta boust of -.s .-egards is policy
toscard the Wet durieg receetyas ad àL
is doubtful if the Liberals would haemd,
einy Io s atisfactory record, if thoy had beau

lia poiver. To a great extont the idoa that
the Liberals wvere opposed te Vosterit imnter-
cfits bas no doubt lieou vastly ovordotn hero.
It lias beau roported su> frcquently that it ha'4
cornte te hc, accoptod by many Pa% a maLter et
course. The Commercial bolievm-s that thora
are miany leading mniz amonîg the Libcrak;
wbo fully appreciate the value of the West,
and îvlîo are fiilly alive to tire desirability of
seckis.g te open onit and develop tiro ceuntry.

ihougli the Conservativai g. vorrients of
Ilmto ycars bave been raitli iactiva, le thejr
poliey regarding the Wecst, thre naw 'Jupper
governri ont made very extor.smre îàroitîrsas,
duritig tire recont political campaigmi, as to
what would bie doue in the ilitreStiu et the
West. Somne et the ouiterprises mrhich % -c?
promiscd weo tho tollou iig: The ceListraîc-
tien ot the prepoeodl St. Audrew'ti lochs on
the Red river; the building et tho Hudson
Bay Railway; the conîpletion efthoi Manii-
Loba and Northwcstern Itailwvay; a railway
through the Orow's Nest Pass; the establish-
ment ot gevernînent crem-cet k>' Lhroughout
tho Territories, cite. This is a protty exteii-
sive bill oea, but as they came on
elactien promises, they are perbaps net en-
titled te as rnuch woght as if they had been
mado at any other tima. No doubt hiad the
Tuppor geverement beea rnaintainced ln
power, an effort would have been mado ta
have carried outaetloait somaeof the pnuiss.
As it ie, they have noir gene by the board.

Trhe new Liber al government m ill net boe
cemnmitted te anytbivg definite rcgarding
public enterprise ie the West, as ne promises
score maiaie by the p&rty during tho alctions.
Neither de wo exilect tho Liberal govornrtieet
ta at once enter ur.on a policy cf extensive
expenîdituro le order te develop tho WSest.
The party is on the cffier band pledgcd te a
polcy erretrochlment atad cconemiy. At the
samne Lime 'lho Commercial womxld Lke thre
liberty of pointing out that thera are inany
otiterprises in the Weet whîich scriously de-
nîand tire attention ot tie nom, governmnent.
Furthcrmere, tho e Qst is justly cutitlcd te
more liberal trcatmezit front tho government
et Canada, ln the w,%y of developmont work,
than iLbasîceived torsomo.ycars pont. Al
the onterprises promised l.y tho Tupper
govertîment are worthy ones, with possibly
tire exception of the governeonît cremer.ies.
(The Commercial dees net cîîdoric the princi-
pie et governiment cemretitien in the dairy
trade.) It wvould pierbaps bo tee mcd te
expect the eew gevernment te takie up ail
these rîatters at once, but tbey are al
ivorthy et serieus considoration. Tire vait
mat orwa3 s et the West are capable of gr e-t
develuipmeet hi' n ery raodcrata expieeditutro.
IL is net tee inurlb te sny that our Western
waterivays have beeu greviously neglccted by
the federai governm(îît, aed their value as a
meaus ot aiding in ibu deoeloPmeut efthLie
cour Lny bus berna grossly everlooked.

Tho Liblerais noir have theireoppor ueity.
13y tho future and notbythopactiahouldthey
ho judged. if tîteir lias been a prejudico
against them je the W~est ini the past, perbaps
ant utireascitable prejudice, thcy iioi bave
an eppartunity et provin- it se. Whaile ire
do net lool, for a pelioy of extravagant ex-
penditure, %ve du expeet that tho nome govern-
meut will at once enter upen au active aed
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anergotie policy te secure tiae sottlomeni, and
developinent of tho West, belioving that suit
a pohie'y scill prove te tho advauîtago iL omîîy
et tlae West aloneý but et tho nation at largo.

TUE COMINfl CONTERT
'lime result et tho Darnocratio national con-

vontion niL Chicago Rhowvs tlaat tire cuming
contist (or rathor ivo may say tho ceîîtast
r.b% omtored upon) ie thme United States %vill
ho a stiaigbt figbt on tino inonvy question.
'l'le Roublicami p!attorni propared by thre
rccapnat conventiona at St. Louis, deelares
straiglit fer gold. 'rte Dernecratie plr.ttorrn,
noi atiiaoumîed, is a straight declaration in
lavor of tho froo and ulimitad coinago et
-;ilver r.1 tiro ratio ot 16 ta I.

A.; %%&s expccted front provins tnrecasts,
t ho -~I ver mon carried the Deinecratii3con-
volition by a large manjrity, the plnitform as
ropor.led by the cenemitteo having beon
iidoated by a vota of 626, ta 803 against.
Trho quaestion i.4m noir, wbat irilI the aourid
mnîeaay D)jmocrats, %rbo formîd about enre-
t1rird of the convention do ? It lias already
bouma annouriad that amiotimer Disnoaratic
conventiona willb h old, by he sounid inomioy
section et tire pirty, te premnulgata a plat-
terni anmit zominaLe a randiaate fer tha
presidency, bunt iL romains te ho seau %"bat
willli he I oiîteomo etf smach a movomnt.

At aey rate, th> situation shows that tho
great Dimocratic party et the UJnited States
i je a state et demnoralization, and we may
say, utter tiljlo3gues-it t>ire ave ot a pros-
idoratul electien. Tho Rtepîiblicnins 'wera
con marativoly solid for threir platterm, enly
a smail mieority et silver mon liaving
opposed Lthe adoption et tbo plat!erm. The
Republican silvor men will ne doubt go over
iii a tiody ta tho silvor section et tho Dame-
cratie paity, eowr that the latter hava
triumphod, and nominatad thoir candidate
for the presidoncy. It is aiseoexpaeted that
tha Populist party will support tho Dame-
cratie.qilver party, thus combieing the sulvo>-
men et both parties and the Populinits. under
Bryau, thae presidential noininea et the
Chicago Diamocra' ic convention.- Whether
the qound mnoney Damocrats will unite niith
the itepubîkcaus, or punt up a fight et their
own with a tliird candidate in the field,

roemains tu e oScea. t iras at Bm-st supposed
thait thi-2 wouîd ho the plan fellowed but the
îîaevement tu hold another convention, with
the avûmi Gd purposo of nomieniting a sound
nnoney Danitcratie candidate, comîricat*3 ihe
situation semowvhat.

No inaLter wirbt'h course may bc adoptad,
the Dormocratie party aL tho rasent Lime
seems te bo ie dasperate straits. A great
rnany et tho most influenitial journaltsts et
tire party utter)y repudiate tiho platferm
pronîulgatcd at Ille recett Chicago con'ven-
tion, and the hast mcn ef the party, ieclud-
imîg President Cleveland and presueiably his
executive, are tlîeroughly opposod ta
free silvercoinage. Thoîuajority ottharank
aud file eft he party, hovevcr, bas been
carried aivay by tho Jrco silver craze, -and
LIais section seemns determîned upon carryiog
eut thitir prog-an.m regardesa et couse-
quences. Thora oecius te have bean littIe
attenmp te comprendse the situation, at the
Chicago couvention. The siLver men ireru


