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1,820 ; the amount of annual income or legislative aid is $15 5,000 ;
thie amount received from fees §44,000. 1t is somewhat remarkable
that the figures, as to 1864, were precisely the sawe in all re<pects
as those of 1865. The number of academies and private schools in
1865 was 260, against 255 the previous year. The nuinber of pupils
was 5066, an iucrease of 148 ; the number of teachers 410, an w-
crease of 34, and the amouut reccived from fees was $50,899, an
increase of $2,128. Taking the colieges a d private schools together
we have 276 iustitutious in addition to the gramwmar and common
schouls, with 7786 pupils and an annual incowe from fees and legis-
lative aid of $244,809.—The relative cost per anuum per pupil in
the common scliouls, grammar schools and private schoois, so far as
the latter are veturned, is for the fivst $3 50, for the second, $16 37
and for the third $3 53. These figures show very conclusively that
the common school system atfords an exceedingly ceonowical system
of public instruction.

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES, &c.

The tables relating to free public libraries, prize books, &e., ave
interesting, exhibiting a degree of healthy intellectual progress in
the country that is very gratifying. These libraries are managed
by local Municipal Councils and School Trustees, under regulations
established by the Council of Pullic Insiruciion. The books are
procured by the Departwent from publishers in Europe and
America, and from catalogues carefully prepared, the local autliori-
ties make their selections, receiving an apportionnient of a hundred
per cent. on all moneys devoted to this purpose. The following
interesting particulvrs in relation to these libravies is furnished in
the report of Dr. Ryerson :—*“'{'he number of volumes sent out for
free public libravies during the year was 3,852, on the subjects of
history, zoology, physiology, botany, phenomcna, physical science,
geology, natural philosophy, manufactures, chemstry, agriculiural
chenustry, practical agriculture, literature, voyages, bivgraphy,
tales and sketches of practical life, schiool teaching and wanagement,
besides 44,601 volumes of prize books to encourage and reward
meritorious pupils in the schools. The number of voluuies for
public free libraries thus procured and sent out by the Department
during the thirteen years that this branch of the school system’ has
been 1 operation is 212,365—an aversge of 16,105 volumes per
year. These volumes are on several subjects, as follows : history,
36,927 volumes ; zoolugy and physiology, 14,289 ; botany, 2,617 ;
phenomena, 5,665 ; physical science, 4,420 ; geology, 1,893 ; natu-
ral philosophy and wauufactures, 12,132 ; chemistry, 1,449 ; agri-
cultural chewmistry, 756 ; practical agriculture, 8,730 ; litcrature,
20,676 ; voyages, 16,940 ; biography, 24,315 ; tales and sketches of
practical lite, 58,992 ; school teachers library, 2,674 ; total 212,305.

The number of volumes procured aud seut out as prize buoks in
the schools during the nine years that this branch of the school
systew liss been established, 1s 210,448, Lesides 8,203 volunes for
Mechanics’ Institutes ; making a grand total of upwards of 430,000
volumes.” During the year there was expended in supplying waps,
apparatus, and pnize books from schools, one half from loeal sources,
§20,242, an increase over the preceding year of £2,962.
ence to this systemr of supplying the schools with me
tus, directly through the Depurtment, instead of les
enterprise exclusively the task of lueeting this demand, as at fivst
sight would seem the more reasonalle plun, the following explana-
tions are oficred by the Chief Superintendent of Edueation : ““The
maps, plobes, and various articles of school apparatus seut out by
the Department, apportioning one hundred per cent. upon whatever
sum or sums are provided from local sources, are nearly all manu-
factured in Canada, and are hetter executed, and y
than imported articles of the sawme kind, Tie globes and maps
manufactured (¢ven in the material) in Canada, contain the latest
discoveries of voyagers and travellers, and are executed in the best
manuer, as are tellurians, mechanical powers, numeral frames
geometrical forms, &e.  All this has been done by employing coui-
petitive private skill and enterprise. The Departuient has furnished
the n:uufacturers with the copies and models, purehasing certain
quantitics of the articles when wanufactured, at stipuluted prices,
then permitting and encomraging them to manufacture and dispose
of these articles thewselves to uny private parties desirivg thein, as
the Departnient supplies them only to mwunieipal and school authori-
ties. In this way new dowmestic manutactures are introduced, and
mechanical and artistical skill and euterprise are encouraged, and
many aids to schouls and domestic Instruction, heretofore ufnkl’mwn

amoug us, or only attainable I particular cases with ditHoult y, and

at great expense, are now easily and cheaply accessible to private
families as well as to municipal and sehool anthoritics all over the
country. Itisalso worthy of remark that this importaut branch of
the educational Department is self-supporting,  Ail the expenses of
it are reckoned in the cost of the articles and books procured, so
that it does not cost either the public revenue or senool fuu’d a
peuny beyond what is apportioned to the munteipalities aud school
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sections, providing a like snm or sums for the purchase of bhooks,
maps, globes, and various articles of school apparatns. I know of
no other instance, in either the United States or in Europe of a
tranch of a Public Depariment of this kiud, conferring so great a
benetit upon the public, and without udding to public expeusc.”

PROGRESS OF EDUCATION.

One of the most interesting tables in the report of the Chief
Superintendent of Education, upon which we have been comment-
ing, is that which exhibits the comparative state and progress of
Edueation in Upper Canvada, ns connected with Universitics, Col-
leges, Academies, Private, Grammar, Common, Nermal and Model
Schools, from the year 1842 to 1863 inclusive, cowpiled from re-
turns in the Educational Departnent.  The period covered by these
returns is coterminous with that of the union of the Proviuces.
They exhilit therefore, the progress which the country hias made
since the union in this most important feature of natural life and
vigor. At a time like the present, when we wre about to enter npon
a new state of political existence, a review of the history of the
union, in all the departments of national growth and admimstration,

is most interesting, and in none more so than that which relates to
the education of the people.

THE YEARS 1842—1805 COMPARED.

The population of Upper Canada at the time this comparative
statcient commences, 1842, was only 480,055, To-day it is not
wuch, if any, less than a million and a half.  The population of
schicol age, between five and sixteen years, was 141,143, while the
total nawber of pupils attending school, including all deseriptions
of schuols and colieges, was 65,978. 8o thut when the population
of the country was about one-third what it is to-day, the number of
children not attending any school was 75,165, nearly two and a half
tinies greater than it uow is with our larger population.  No single
fact in this elaborate report carries with it so striking a proof of
the success of the Common School system in Upper Cauada, and
the heartiness with which all classes of the people avail themselves
to it, than is here presented. The number of evlleges in operation
in 1842 was 5, counly grammar schools 25, academies and private
schools 44, common schools 1,721, making in all 1,795 educational
institutions. The amount paid for common school teachers salaries
was $166,000. In 1845 we have the first report of the number of
comon school teachers, 2860, and the amount paid for salaries
during the yoar was $286,056, an average to each teacher of £100 a
year. Last year, as will be remewbered, the number of teachers
was 4721, and the awount paid for salaries was $1,041,052, an
average of §220 50 per teacher. That is not a very high average
yet, when it is 1emanbered that the majority of the teachers ave
males ; but it exhibits a steady progress in the public appreciation
of the importance and value of the office of iustructor of youth,
which augurs well for the future.

THE FREE AND SEPARATE SCHOOLS,

The fivst reports that we had of free schools was in 1850. At
that time there were 252 such schools in Upper Canada, out of a
total number of common schools of 3050,  The training of the peo-
ple to the free school system, however, was very rapid. The very
next year, 1851, we had 835 free schools.  In 1866 they bad increas-
ed to 1263 ; in 1860 to 2602 ; and in 1865 they reached 3695 ; every
year showing a steady advancement upon the preceding one, and
exhibiting a growing conviction on the part of the people of Upper
Cunada that education is an affair of the state, and that a good
common school education is the birthright of every child born in
the Province, whether it is born rich or poor.  The Roman Catholic
separate schools tirst appear in the returns in 1851, when 16 were
reported.  Since that time no very great advancement—no such
advancement as need cause any alarm for the safety of the common
school system—has marked these schools.  The greatest increase in
any one year occuried in 1850, when the number rose from 41, in
the previcus year, to 81, The next year it went up to 100 ; and
then, in 1838, back again to 94, In 1864 the number of such
schools reached 147, an addition of 27 having been made during
that year ; and the number in 1865 was 152,

IMPROVEMENT IN SCHCOLS.

The amount paid for the erection or repairs of the common and
separate school-houses, and for libraries and apparatus, book, fuel,
aud stutionery, de., in 1850, the first for which we have any returns,
was §06,756.  In 1855 it had reached $219,164 ; in 1860, $264,183 ;
and in 1865, $314,827. That is, during the fifteen years from 1850
to 1865, the uverage amount expended for these purposes for each
school rose from §$18 50 to %75 &4 It is impossibie to m'crest)mate
the importance of this increase. [t tells a tale of progressin the
education of the country that scarcely any other of the figuies to
the same extent exhibit. 1t tells of comfortable school houses,



