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1,820 ; the anmunt of annual income or legislative aid is t'15 >,000 ; se
the auount received from fees $44.000. It is soimewlat remarkable i
that the figures, as to 1864, were precisely the saine in all re pects n
as those ot 1865. The inmnber of academies antd private schools in bi
1865 was 260, against 255 the previous year. The miuinîber of pipils b
was 5966, an meiease of 148 ; the nîumber of teacher, 410, an in-
crea:se of 34, and the aimount received from fees was 8h0,899, aut
increase of $2,128. Taking the colieges a i private schools together
we have 276 iustitutions in addition to the gramniar and common S
schools, witlh 7786 pupils and an annual incomne froim fees and legis- il
lative aid of $244,899.-The relative cost per annun per pupil in E
the common schools, grannar schools and private schools, so far as l
the latter are returned, is for the first $3 50, for the second, 816 37 S
and for the third $8 53. These figures show very conclusively that t
the common school system atfords an exceedingly econoiceal systei r
of publie instruction. '1

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES, &c.

The tables relating to f ree public libraries, prize books, &c., ae a
interesting, exhibiting a degree of healthy intellectual progress in i
the country that is very gratifyimg. These libraries are nmanîaged i
by local Municipal Councils and School Trustees, under regulations t
established by the Council of Public JIstruction. The books are
procured by the Departmient frin publishers in Europe and
America, and froni catalogues carefully prepared, the local authori-
ties imake their selections, receiving an apportionnlet of a lunîdred s
per cent. on ail noneys devoted to this purpose. The following
interesting particul:rs i relation to tiiese libraries isi furnlished ini s
the report of Dr. Rytrson :- Tie number of volumes sent ont for t
free public libraties duimg the year was 3,882, on the sbjeects of o
history, zoology, physiology, botanly, phellnomnela, physiical science,
geology, natural plilosoply, manufactures, clieistry, agriculhural c
chemîistry, practical agiculture, literature, voyages, biogrihy, t
tales and sketches of practicallife, school teaching aîtiln alnagenient, f
besides 44,601 volumes of prize books to encourage and reward t
nieritonjous pupils in the schools. The nuîmber of volumes for .
public free libraries thus procured and sent out by the Departmîent t
during tue thirteeni years that this branch of the selhool systei* lias i
been im operation is 212,365-an aversge of 16,105 volumes per
year. '1 hse volumes are on several subjects, as follows : history, i
36,927 volumes ; zoology andi physiology, 14,289 ; botany, 2,617 ;
phenomnena, 5,655 ; physical science, 4,420 ; geology, 1,893 ; iatu-
ral philosophy and manufactures, 12,132 ; chemistry, 1,449 ; agri-
cultuial chenistry, 456 ; practical agriculture, 8,730 ; literature,
20,676; voyages, 16,940; biography, 24,315; tales and sketches of
practical lie, 58,992 ; school teachers library, 2,574 ; total 212,3365.

The numl;er of volumes procured and sent ont as prize books in
the schooîs during the nine years that this branclh of the school.
systemu Lias been established, is 210,448, besides 8,293 vohuies for
Nleclamecs' Institutes ; uakiæg a grand total of upwards of 430,000
voluies." During the year there was expended ini supplying naps,apparatus, and prize books from schools, one half fron local sources,
*20,222, ais increase over the preceding year of 82,962. Il refer-
ence to this systei of supl)yinig the schools with miaps and appara-
tus, directly through the Departnent, instead of leaving to private
enterprise exclusively the task of meeting this denand, as at tirst
sight would seen the more reasonale plan, the following explana-
tions are offered by the Chief Sulerintendent of Educationi : "The
niaps, plobes, and varions articles of sclool apparatus sent out bythe Departmnent, apportioniing one hindred per cent. upon whatever
sum or sums are provided froi local sources, are nearly ail mnîu.-
factured in Canada, and are better executed, and at lin er prices,than imported articles of the samie kind. The globes and ials
nanufactured (even mn the naterial) in Canada, contaii the latest
discoveries of voyagers and travellers, and are executed in the best
msanner, as aie tellurians, niechanîical powers, iiumeral frames
geometcal forms, &c. Ail this lias been doune by emiploying com..
petitive private skill and eiterprise. 'Tlie Departmuent lias fiInislhed
the n:anîufacturers with the copies and iodels, puirelas;iig certain
quantities of the articles when iianifactured, at stipulated pices,thei peuiiittiiig and eicouiraginig themîî to mnisufacture and dispose
of these articles thelliselves to aniy private parties desiring themu, as
the Departmient suppies them oily to municipal andîschool authori-
ties. in tlis way iew domnestic manuactures are iitrodticed, andmechanical, and arusticlsklan t·niecsanial asd atist cal skill anti eliterprise axe eiicouînged, anid
muany aids to schools and doinestic in. iseretora and

. . re ion heretofore wnknlown
among us, or only attanable n particuîlar cases with dîliuilty, and
at great expense, are ioy easily and cheaply accessible to private
fanilies as well as to municipal and school autlorities ail over the
country. It is also worthy of remnark that this important biaich of
the educational Departnent is self-suplîortig. Ail the expenses of
it are reckoned in the cost Of the lrticles aid books procured, so
that it does iot cost either the public revenue or senlool funîd a
penny beyond what is apportioned to the Imniieip;lities and schîool

ctions, providing a like suis or sums for the piurclase of bocks
aps, globes, and various articles of school app.iatuis. I kiow of
i other instanîce, in eithur the United States or in Euirope of a
ranch of a Public Depar nient of this Lind, coiferriing so great a
enefit upon the public, and without adding to public expenîse."

PROoREss OF EDUCATION.

One of the nost interesting tables in the report of the Cllief
uperintendent of Education, uponî whicli we hatv been comment-
g, is that which exhibits the comparative state and pruogress of
dlucation in Upper Canada, as concted with Universities, Col-
ges, Acadeinies, Private, Graniiar, Co on, Normal and Model
chools, from the year 1842 to 1865 inclusive, conmiled from re-
urns in the Educational Departmnent. The period covered by these
eturns is coterminous with that of the union of the Provinces.
hey exhibit therefore, the progress wliich the country lias made
ilce tihe union in this imost iiportait feature of ntural life anti
igor. At a tiie like the present, wlien we are about to enter upon
nîew state of political existence, a review of the history of the
nion, in ail the departnients of national gioth and administration,
S iost inîteresting, and in none mor-e so thans that which relates to
lie educatioi of the peeple.

THE YEARS 1842-1865 COMPARED.

The population of Upper Canada at the time this coniarative
tatemiient commences, 1842, was only 480,055. 'o-day it is not
îuch, if any, less than a million and a latlf. 'lie population of
ehi lge, between tive and sixteen years, was 141.143, while the
otal numiber of pupils atteidiig school, including all descriptions
f sehools and colieges, was 65,978. So that wleni the population
f the country was about one-third wvhat it is to-day, the number of
hilîdren liot attending any school was 75,165, nearly two and a half
iies greater thain it now is witli our larger population. No single
act in this elaborate report carries with it so strikiig a proof of
lie success of the Connnoin School system in Upper Canada, and
lie heartiness with whicl all classes of the people avail theimselves
o it, tlhanî is here presented. The nuiber of colleges in operation
n 1842 was 5, county grammar schools 25, acalemuies and private
schools 44, common schools 1,721, naking in all 1,795 educational
nstitutions. The amounît paid for comnion school teachers salaries
was $166,000. Ili 1845 we have the first report of the number of
commxuon school teachers, 2860, and the amount paid for salaries
during the yoar was $286,056, an averane to each teacher of $100 a
year. Last year, as will be reiembered, the nuiber of teachers
was 4721, and the aoiicut paid for salaries was $1,041,052, an
aveiage of 8220 50 per teachser. That is not a very high average
yet, when it is ieniumbered tlat the miajority of the teachers are
males ; but it exhibits a steady progress in the public appieciation
of the importance and value of the office of instructor of youth,
which augurs well for the future.

TUE FREE AND SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

The first reports that we liad of free schools was in 1850. At
that timiîe there were 252 such schools in Upper Canada, out of a
total number of common schools of 3050. The training of the peo-
ple to the free school systei, however, was very rapid. The very
iext year, 1851, we lad 855 free schools. li 1856 they lad inîcreas-

cd to 1263 ; li 1860 to 2602; and in 1865 they reacied 3595; every
year siowiiig a steady advancemsnent upon the preceding oie, and
exlhibiting a growing conviction on the part of the people of Upper
Canada that education is ais affair of the state, and that a good
commîon school education is the birthright of every child born in
the Province, whuther it is borni rich or poor. The Roman Catholic
separate schools tirst appear in the retuîrnîs in 1851, when 16 were
reported. Sinîce thsat timie no very great advancemlent-no such
advancement as ieed cause anîy alari for the safety of the common
schiool systemi-has uarked thiese schools. The greatest inciease in
any one year occur ed in 1856, w hen the iniber rose froin 41, in
the previous year, to 81. The next year it went up to 100 ; and
thenl, in 1858, back again to 94. Il 1864 the numuber of such
schools reaclied 147, an addition of 27 laving beie maide duriug
that year ; and the umuîîber in 1865 was 152.

IMPROVEMENT IN SCHoOLS.

The anount paid for the erection or repairs of the common and
separate schîool-lhoises, and for libraries and apparatus, book, fuel,
nid stutionery, &c., in 1850, the Iirst for which we have any returns,

was $56,756. In 1855 it hadi reaclhed $219, 164 ; in 1860, $264,183 ;
and in 1865, $314,827. That is, during the fifteen years froin 1850
to 1865, the average ainount expended for these spurposes for eaci
school rose fron î18 50 to $75 84. It is impossible to overestimate
the importance of thijs inucrease. It tells a tale of priogress in the
educationî of the country that scarcely any olier of the Egxmîes to
the saine extenît exhibit. It tells of coiîfortable schol houses,
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