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CHAPTER I.

A REVOLUTION oiust occur in the condition and sentiments of

mankind more decided than we have any reason to expect that

the lapse of ages will produce, before the mighty events which

distinguished the spring of 1814 shall be spoken of in other

terms than those of unqualified admiration. It was then that

Europe, which during so many years had groaned beneath the

miseries of war, found herself at once, and to her remotest

recesses, blessed with the prospect of a sure and permanent peace.

Princes, who had dwelt in exile till the very hope of restora' ton

to power began to depart from them, beheld themselves unex

pectedly replaced on the thrones of their ancestors ; dynasties,

which the will of one man had erected, disappeared with the

same abruptness with which they had arisen ; and the influence

of changes, which a quarter of a century of rapine and conquest

had produced in the arrangements of general society, ceased, as

if by magic, to be felt, or at least to be acknowledged. It

seemed, indeed, as if all which had been passing during the last

twenty or thirty years, had passed not in reality, but in a dream

;

so perfectly unlooked for were the issues of a struggle, to which,

in whatever light we may regard it, the history of the whole

world presents no parallel.

At the period above alluded to, it was the writer's fortune to


