
8

absolutely pure sugar testing ioo°, $2.00 per 100 fbs It may be asked
why, with such a liberal bonus, the iiidustry has not developed. The
reason has been that the bonus measure was simply a temporary and
tentative act, which in no sense indicated the views of Parliament as to

its disposition towards a permanent measure. It could hardly be ex-

pected that capitalists would invest the very large sums necessary for

the erection of capacious factories until assured that the policy neces-

sary to their profitable operation would be continued for the years

required

.

In view of the present low prices for sugar, and of the fact that the

owners of the only beet sugar factory in operation in Canada have made
preparations for the next season, by the importation of seed, etc, and
that fully 2,000 farmers have prepared their land for this crop, under

the expectation of a continuance of the present bonus on sugar, it is

reasonable that it should be extended for another season.

No new factories can be erected so as to operate on any beet crop

earlier than that of 1896, or for which any bonus shall be required be-

fore the financial year 1896-97. It is suggested that the bonus for that

year shall He granted at 10 per cent, less than the existing bounty, and
that in each of the following four years there should be a similar reduc-

tion, and that the reduced rate of bounty payable in i9oo-'oi should be
continued for the next five years by which time the beet-sugar industry

ought to have become self-sustaining.


