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Mlt. SrEAKKH: Aliliouf,'1i ii now nioiulxT of tlic Houses I cannot allow

this (liscuHsion to close without cnti'i-iij;,' my protest a<,':iinst the coiifiriu'ition ^A'

the contract for the construction of the Canatla Pacific llailway, now u|)on tlic

tahle—helievinj,' as I do that its confirmation will seri«tusly imi^'fle the develop-

ment and settlojuent of the North-West Territories, and th.it the contnu-t

grants privile},'es and exemptions wliich will lend ti> destroy the i)eace, well-

heinj;, and prosperity of iliose who may .settlt in that vast rcf^ion. I assume.

Sir, that the statements nuide l»y the Honorahle Minister of llailways. and the

lii<,dit Honorahle header of the Government, as to the character and quantity

of the a<jricultural lands of the North-West are correct. I also assume that

the lli^'ht Honorahle leader of the Government was justified in j,'ivinj,' his

ollicial sanction to the land ref,'ulations issueil durin;,' the year 1871), fixinj,' the

price of the lands lyinj^ near the line of the proposed railway at five d(dlars

per acre. If the Ri<^ht Honorahle ^jentlemaii was justified in demaiidin^' fnnii

new settlers five dollars an acre for the lands, \n'iov to the construction of the

railway, it is tlie li'.,; est possihle (evidence we can have that these lands are of

veky <,'reat vahn' fir a<;rieultural jm-po^es or, in other words, aj^nicidtural laiuls

ofaveryhi^di order, and of very Ki'^^at commercial value, provideil the pro-

duce of thes" lands can he transported to market ui)on such terms as to sectu'e

to the producers a fair and just reward for their lahor and ca])ital. Tlie cost ol

railwav transportation is of iw7rt7 imi)ortance to those who intend to settle in

the North-West territories. The commercial value of the land for fottleinent

is wholly and entirely dependent upon the cost of transporting' atn'i<''iltural

products from the North-West to Livex'pool, which is the ultimate m.irket for

the surplus of this continent. If the cost of transporting,' a liushel of wheat

from Winnipeg' lo Liverpool luid l»een as much in IHHO as it was in 1H7;5, whciit

could not have heen i)rofitahly ^'rown in the North-West territories, and.

therefore, tlie comniei'cial value of tlii! land in 1880 would tiot have heen

i^'reater than in 187:5. Since 187>5, however, a ^'roat revolution has taken place

in the cost of huildin^ railways, the cost of niaintaininj? the road-hed, in the

cost of operating railways, and in the value of money. Such a reduction has

heen made, that, commercially speakinjj, so far as distance is concerned,

Winnipecr is nearer Liverpool to-day than Chicago was in 187'-). In 187:5. the

average cost for moving a ton of freight 100 nnles hy the Boston and Alhany.

New York Central, New York and Erie, Pennsylvania Central, Pittshnrgh

Fort Mayne and Chicago, Lake Shore and Michigan Southern. Michigan


