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-of course, I arn now thinking particularly
of the members of another place-they are
pretty good fellows. They would not get
elected unless they were.

One contraI that I want ta say a word or
two about is the rentais contraI. In 1941 when
the Governinent establisbed the rentais con-
trai tbrougbout this country a good many
people thought; as 1 do stili, that it Would
mean putting one or two thousand dollars in
the pooket of everyone who owned a house.
And that is just what happened, for since then
there has been virtually no building of houses
for rent. In the West, and I presume in every
other part of the country, no houses have
been bujît except by private individuals for
their awn use. Everybody who understood
the housing situation said: "The minute you
put contrai on the rent of hoeuses, people will
stop building them for rent, and owners who
are now renting will selI. so the very people
you try ta protect will be evicted." That is
exactly wbat happened. Just lately an order
was issued prohibiting the owner from evict-
ing a tenant. That is putting one contrai on
top of another.

Now, the Government is building bouses in
Winnipeg and, I believe, in other cîties, and
as a resuit private builders are unable ta get
supplies. For instance, in Winnipeg seven
hundred bouses under construction by private
individuals are standing uncompleted tbrougb
lack of supplies, because these supplies are
needed for the two bundred houses ta be
erected by the Government. 1 do not think
the Government can make a success of bouns-
ing. 1 expect ta be stili a member of the
Senate when these Government-constructed
bouses in Winnipeg are condemned and classi-
fied as slum buildings. And the Government
is putting up bouses not only in the city
itself but some seven miles nortb. An acre of
land goes with each of these hoeuses, whicb
prasumably are ta be occupied by people who
work in town. How can a man live that far
fromn bis work unless hie bas lis aown car?
Houses are also being built by the Govern-
ment west and south of Winnipeg. Tbe
money spent on tbese places and the materials
used in thema will be wasted. It would bave
been far better if tha Govarnment had
encouraged people ta build in tbe city.

In establishing a contrai why did the Gov-
ernment pick on the ana form of wealth tbat
the ordinary persan uses more widely than
any other? If I have bonds the Government
does nlot prevant me froma collacting my
interest; but sae how I arn treated if I own
a house that is rented. Supposa I bad
bought a house in 1930. For the first six

years I may bave got a rent of $11 a montb.
The taxes were $25 a montb, but for rent
I had ta take eitber $11 or nothing. For
the next five years, up te 1941, I was .able
ta get, say, $30 a montb. Tben when the
time came that 1 could bave got $75 the
rentaIs board said: "Oh, no. You wera get-
ting $30 a month in 1941 and yen are stuck:
at tbat." That policy is wrong, bonaurable
senators. It leads ta just what bas bappened.
AIl the restrictions that have been imnposed
bave not resulted in tbe building of a single
bouse in Manitoba, but tbey have stopped
the building of many.

It is said tbat the returned, man deserves
proper bousing. 0f course bie does; but it is
my experience that the man who cbooses bis
own bouse is likely ta be mucb better satis-
fied witb it than bie would be witb one twice
as good that was chosen for im by tbe
Government, even tbougb the cost of tbe
better bouse was no bigber. One of the
problems of flrms wbo build bouses is to
anticipate the desire of purchasers. Let me
give an illustration. In 1927 a contracting
firm in Winnipeg bought a hundred lots as
bouse sites. The firm's programme for that
year ran into about $500,000. A woman
would be taken ta sea a house-after ahl, it is
usually the wife wba exercises tbe cboica in
sucb a matter. Sha would say: "I do nlot
like the view from here. If the bouse was
on that lot over tbere, it would suit me fine."
Well, the contracter would then arrange ta
duplicata the bouse an the desired lot, and
take bis chance of selling tbe existing bouse
ta someone elae.

Another -problem tbat this country faces is
tbe .praviding of jobs. I agrea with an editarial
on tbis subject tbat appeared in the Ottawa
Journal a few days aga. During tbe war men
were earning six or seven dollars a day or
more doing a job in a factory, in good baaltb-
ful surroundings. The job was wortb that at
the tirne. As a friend ef mine said tba other
day, wben bis company was making an, air-
plane at a cast of approximately baîf a million
dollars it did not matter mach if the cost was
increased 1by 85W,000. If tha airplane was in
the right place at the right time it was worth
a million. But once tbe war en.ded that was
no longer true. We are now producing for
peacetime consumption, and aur cemmodities
have ta be solil on world markets. In order
ta be able ta salil we must produce more
chaaply than aur competitars. If I have a
fact-ory in wbich every man makes ana hun-
dred articles a day, and a competitor's ema-
pl-oyaes turn out a daily average of two hun-
dred articles of the sae kind, that compatitor
can underseil me. He can market his gooda


