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Columbians brought about a change, and ail
the commissioners are now on an equal foot-
ing, and ail ta be appointed after the treaty
cornes into effcct.

That is ail I think I should say at this time
about the matter-making it clear that the
postponcrncnt of last year was due flot ta
politics, but ta the inherent defects of the
treaty, as confessed in the changes voluntarily
made this year bv bath Governments. Al
parties in British Columbia are sinccrely de-
siraus of the restaratian of this fishery, and
we hope that there will be some ncw faces on
the Commission. We want ta be delivered
fromn the officialdomn that has been in charge
of these fisheries for the past fifty years.

Many of us realize that these long experi-
enced officiais have very incomplete knowiedgc
of the fishery problems. They give as the
reason for the present depfletion of the fishery,
an unfortunate occurrence at Heil's Gate
fifteen years ago, when the contractars of the
Canadian Northern Railway dumped a lot of
rock inta the Fraser River. This bas been
put forward fram that time ta the present as
the reasan for the failure of the fishery. And
while those gentlemen have heen searching for
some rcmedy that they might apply, Provi-
dence bas furnished the fincst run of sackcye
that we have had on the Fraser River in fifteen
years. We do not know why the salmon
stoppcd caming after 1913, and we do nat
know why they have naw commenccd ta corne
in greater numbers. The officiaIs do flot know
w'hy that is. fhey are flot the persans ta find
out, because they are wedded ta the idea that
the mishap at Hell's Gate was responsible for
ail the difficulty. That helief is not held hy
everyane in British Columbia, and it is shat-
tered by the experience of iast year, when, as
I say, wc had the biggcst mun that we have
had in fifteen years.

If we get a new deal-new commissianers
with new ideas. with na fixed convictions, and
prepared ta invcstigatc-we are mnuch mare
likeiy ta be successful than if we have same of
the persans who have been administering the
fisheries--no matter how faithfuliy-for some
years past, and who would carry on with the
ideas of thase years and trust ta Providence
that they might have mare success in the
future than they have had in the past. We
hope that will not he the spirit in which the
Commission will be constituted. We know
what the American commissianers are iikely
ta do. We have scen what the Americans
have donc in Alaska, where they have really
restored the fisheries, which were depleted ta
a inuch greater extent than the sockeye
fisheries of British Columbia. The Alaska
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fisheries have been restorcd chicfly through the
firma handiing of the situation by Commis-
sioner O'Maliey of the United States. If we
have cammissianers of the same standing,
and if they are given some freedomn by the
Government and receive the samne support that
Commissioner O'Malley bas aiways received
from the United States Gavernment, we may
canfidently look for just as conspicuaus suc-
cess in the Fraser River as bas been achieved
in Alaska.

Han. R. F. GREEN: Hanourable members,
it is not my purpose ta take more than a few
minutes of your time. 1 do not intend ta
enter inta a discussion of the demerits of iast
year's convention or the merits of the present
anc. I just wish to say that the fact is that
the run of the sockeye saimon in the Fraser
River bas heen depieted ta such an extent
that it bas become almost non-existent. The
causes, as bas heen said hy my honourahle
colicague (Hon. Mr. Taylor), are not quite
agrced upon. The probahility is that they
have heen variaus, and that among others is
that of ovcr-fishing.

The sockcye saimon, as a youngster, goes out
ta sea, and four ycars later it returns, presum-
ahly hy the same route. In s0 doing it cames
through the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and first
strikes American waters. The Americans, with
their traps, have the first chance at the flsh;
and, as we do not permit traps, aur fishermen
cannot gath-er fish at the mauth of the Fraser
River in as great numbers as if there were
traps there. Undcr existing circumstances the
salmon did flot get into the spawning beds
in the head waters of the Fraser River, and the
henefit of anything that we did ta raise mare
fish and hring hack the catch wcnt ta aur
ncighbours ta the south. Therefore, for ycars
past, the Govcrnment of British Columbia,
heing unahie ta deal with the matter, have
been striving ta impress upon the Federal
Governme-nt the importance of making some
convention with the' American people, so that
this valuahle industry might rcturn ta same-
thing like its past condition.

If we get the right commissioners under
this convention,. it will lbc possible fur thern
ta sec that it3 terms are carried out and that
the Can-adian people secure their share of the
fish; but unicss the matter is strictly regulated
the Americans, because the fish strike their
waters finit, wilI secure the .bulk of the
fish. 1 believe that this convention is a stcp
in the right direction; I believe that we are
gaing ta, have cammissioners who will look
after the int.erests of Canada, and I believe
it wiil nat be long before we 'begin ta enjoy


