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know there have been increases in the cost of
bacon, beef and other commodities as a resuit
of those contracts. Therefore I cannet heip
repeating that if 1 considered the increases
inadequate in the middle of December, I
have stili more right to dlaim that those
increases are inadequate now in the middle of
February.

Mind you, this increase of $10 a montb is
the increase for a pensioner -. ho has 100 per
cent disabiiitv. That is a man who is con-
siýdered incapable of sustaining 'himself on
account of Nvar disabilities he bas suifered.
That scale decreases according te the lesser
disabiiity wbieh he may suifer. Men with the
loss of iimbs do flot get 100 per cent disabiiity,
aitbough they are severeiy handicapped in
their strugglc for existence. Many of these
men w~ho are in the bigher brackets of dis-
abiiity, aithough they have not reached 100
per cent d'isability, are finding it exceedingly
difficuit to find empioyment, and are relying
more and more upon the pension whieb they
receive, even tbough it is nlot 100 per cent.

This $10 increase a miontbi made in Decem-
ber-a Christmas present? no-has net yet
been paid to the men. We do flot know
when they wili receive it. It is truc that tbey
are te have it, made retroactive te October 1,
but we are now in the middle of winter. The
men are in urgent nccd of reeeiving assistance
now. This $10 wouid have been most useful
dirring these hard winter months. Oh, wc are
told that, it cannot be donc; that wc shall
have te wait until amendments are made te
the legisiatien; that bis wiii have te be
brought down and considered and perhaps
even referred te some committee which bas
not yet been set up. Whcn this gevernment
is in need of money or is afixieus te stop
spending, or is anxieus perhaps te increase
the cost of living it has ne difflcuity wbatever
in putting on taxes overnigbit. Oniy last fail
wve had the unheard of tbing- of the Abbott
austerity pregram being intreduced by a radio
I-liîdget. put intoefcfect evernight. 1 cannet
believe that there is net some geverfiment
macbinery whieh can be feund in *order te
give veterans their inrease now. instead of
their having to wait prrhaps until late spring
or next surmmier.

I want te suggest te the Minister of Vet-
crans Aifairs (Mr. Gregg), wben bc starts
considering this probiem that in regard te
those men who arc unempioya "bie. aitbough
the 'v may be receiving 100 per crnt disabiiity
or net. either case. whio cannot get a job on
ccrount ef a disability that tbeY- 'have suifered,
so'me tiîppleri,,ltary îînemplo.vable increase
sheuld be made. 1 do net know what te eall
à ; an unemployabie supi tement I shouid
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t-hink weuld be a good tcrm. Ail these men
arc net eligibie for the war vcteran's allow-
ancc. A man may be a pensiener and hc may
aise draw the war vetcran's alewance if he
is ever a certain age; but many of the men
who are unemployabie because of war dis-
abiiities are net cntitied, because ef their age
er for ether rcasens, te the war vetcran's
aiiowance. Tiierefere I suggest, that careful
consideration sbouid be given te an unem-
pioyabie supplement te the pensions.

Another peint wbich I shouid like te mention
while I arn on the question of pension is the
inerdinate delay that there is betwecn the time
the man applies for a pension and the timc bis
first pension cheque arrives. Mentlis invariably
clapse. I do net think I sbeuid be cxaggerating
in the ieast te say that a minimum of thrce
months usuaily clapses, and these are tbrcc
very difficuit montbs. I believe the macbinery
of the department ceuld he spceded up, so
that as soon as a veteran bas been passed
by the pension commission hc shouid be able,
the very ncxt mcnth, te receive the pension
choque te which he is entiticd.

I have been speaking regarding tbe veterans.
There are aise the famiiies of the veterans;
perhaps the widows and cbiidren of deceased
veterans, and they arc in a very similar posi-
tion te the position I have outlined rcgarding
the veterans who are in reccipt e! pension.
If a man bas given bis life fer bis country,
sureiy the ieast that the country cao de is te
accept the wardship e! bis chiidren. I cern-
mend nsest serieusiy te the Minister ef Vet-
erans Affairs te consider increases in the pen-
sions which are awarded te widows and the
aiiewances which are provided for the children.
I wouid suggest that be should net stop at
anything short e! the same pension, which is
awarded te a 100 per cent disability case, te
a widew wbe has chiidren, during the pcriod
thait those chiidren are recciving their educa-
tien. If net, I feel that the chiid's ailowances
should at least be double the aiiowanee it
rceives at the presenit tirne.

I wish te refer te anether class, namciy,
these veterans wbo are in receipt o! the war
veterans' aliowance, sometimes referred te as
the burnt-out pension. That allewance was
$30 a month and, according- te the Prime
Minister's statement, it is te be increased te
$40 a mnontb, or it may be increascd te $40
a montii, provided that the war veteran's
aliowances board considers that the veteran is
needy. I sugg1est that that is nething more
than an extension of the means test, because
sureiy it must be realized that cvery v-eteran
wbo draws the war veteran's aiiowance bias
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