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Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): Mr. Greber left
Ottawa ten days ago to go back to France
after spending nearly five weeks bere. He was
directing the personnel. of thirteen i the
Hunter building, Canadian architecte and
draftsmen who under the direction of MT.
Greber are preparing the master plan. Mr.
Greber will be back probably in three or four
montbs and hopes to have a plan prepared for
the approval of the federal. authorities and the
municipal authorities surrounding the capital
city. Before any definite plan is decided upon
ail these bodies will be consulted and have an
opportunity to exepress their views as to the
usefulness of making changes in, the suggested
.plan. Tbe joint committee that sat in 1944
recommended the préparation of this plan,
inciuding the setting up of the committees
whicb the Minister of Justice mentioned, a
planning committee and a railway committee.
Tbese two committees have flot yet been set
up but the federal district commission, bas
passed a by-law which was confirmed by order
in council some time ago for the sett.ing up
of a planning committee composed of Cana-
dian architecte representing tbe two cities
and even the surrounding municipalities across
the river. This planning committee bas
been set .on foot but it bas not sat yet because
Mr. Greber happens to be the consultant to
that. committee. On bis return to Canada we
hope that the members of that committee will
have been appointed and tbat the committee
will study with Mr. Greber and the local
authorities the completion of this plan.

Mr. BRACKEN: My only comment in
connection witb the remarks of the minister
is tbat it je to be regretted tbat wben we are
considering a measure of this importance we
could not have before us the lateet report or
recommendation by Mr. Greber. In that con-
nection may I ask the minister in charge of
tbe bill or the Minieter of Public Works
wbetber the federal district commission was
responsible for the development of Con-
federation square?

.Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): I am glad the
bon. member brougbt up that matter. Those
wbo livcd in Ottawa ten years ago will remem-
ber the situation at the corner of Sparks and
Rideau streets. They will recaîl the old
Russell botel, the old post office and the other
buildings tbat were there at that time. In
those days Ottawa bad a population of about
125,000 or 130,000, but during the past few
years tbe population bas increased by nearly
40,000. Compared with ten years ago, traffic
in Ottawa to-day is about ten times as great.
I do not say that the plan je perfect, but if
that, square bad not been developed we would
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flot be able to get tbrough at ail with our
present traffic. I tbiuk those wbo lived ini
Ottawa in those days and remember how it
was will bear me out. The bon. member for
Carleton knows thie city quite well and he
will remember the corner of Sparks and Rideau
street as it was ten yeare ago and I tbink he
will admit how difficult it would have been
to move traffic tbrougb there to-day if this
bad flot been done.

Mr. BOUCHER: I would probably repeat
wbat it is called to-day, hell's haîf acre.

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): However, traffie
can still move tbrougb, and that would have
been impossible if it had been left in ite
former state.

Mr. BRACKEN: I was flot asking the
minister to justify or excuse the plan; I asked
him wbo was responsible for the plan, and he
bas flot answered.

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): The government
was. At that time Mr. Greber was called in,
wben there was sorne question of wbere the
war memorial in memory of those wbo lost
their lives in the last war sbould be placed.
That niemorial was designed by Canadian
artiste.

Mr. BOUCHER: Marcb brothers.

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): I am speaking
from memory, and I may be wrong, but I
believe the plans for the square were prepared
by Mr. Greber. I know be was called i i
connection witb the location of the new post
office. However, the government of the day
was responsible for that work. Perbape mis-
takies were made, and more property should
have been expropriated, perhaps the boulevard
sbould bave been extended down Metcalfe
street inetead of Elgin, but that is a matter
of opinion.

Mr. BRACKEN: The minister says that
the government was responsible for the plan,
so the federal district commission is abeolved.

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): I tbink everybody
bad a ebare in the preparing of that plan.

Mr. BOUCHER: I tbink the minister will
agree that the federal district commission had
no responsibility for that plan.

Mr. FOURNIER (Hull): I did not say they
were reeponsible.

Mr. BRACKEN:- I arn glad to have that
answer from the minister, because we can bave
more confidence in the federal district com-
mission wben we know tbat tbey were not
responsible for that monetrosity. The minister
referred to the membership of this commis-
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