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the great office of Lord Chancellor for con-
science' sake on cine occasion, although lie
later sucee-eded to it. I now read from his
persona) and political memorials, volume 1.
page 326. W-hile it may be a littie tedieus
for the flouse te listen, I do crave its in-
dulgenoe duriaig my reading of te record off
a transaction that more nearly touches tihe
present situation than any other 'that I know
cf.

Lata in January 1874, sitar parliament had been
summoned to meet for business on the ith of February,'Gladstone resolved upoo an immedinte dissolution.
I ibelieve that tise motive for tiien takîng, that stop
wss the diffieulty iD wiiebhe found iimseif about
bis sent for Greenwich.

Ai ter thse prorogation in August, anme changes bad
been macle in tise distribution of goveroment offices;
one of sahicis ses thea removal oi Lowe i rom tise Ex-
choquer to thse Home Office, and Glsdstone's assomp-
tion. of the office of Chancelier of tisa Excisequer, in
conjunction with that sahicis ha already held ni Firat
Lord of tise Trcasury. Strange te say, this was done
witisout csnisidaring et thse fimes wiether it would
vacate bis cent (isy no menus e sade one) or not. The
lasa upon tise subjeet as cnntaieed in two statutes,
one oi Qucan Anna's rcign, the other Mr. Dlisraeli's
Reform Act of 1867. Tise cachier Act macle tise election
ni any inember of tisa Homse ef Commons void on bis
accaptenca of STe' office oi prefit iromn the crown, and
directcd a Dosa srit to issue as if he sacra ded, essailissg
hisn to be re-clectcd. Tise Chanetlorsisip of tlie Ex-
cisequer sas cerlainly an office of profit und'ýr tha
crosan; and Mr. Gladstone dresa haif ni its ealary, in
addition to that oi Firot Lord of tise Tressury. Thea
Iater set ensnncratad in a scisedula certain offices,-
amoxcg thein, those ni Commissiner ni tise Trcssury,
and Chsancelior of tise Exehequer ;- enacting thet,
saben a parson had been retursed to parlsamesit ai ter
tise ecceptance ni any one ni those offices, bis eub-
saquent aceeptance irom tha crosan of any other office
or offices deser'bed in the saine schedute, "in lieu ni
aud in immedi :ate succession the one to the other".
sisnuld rot vacate bis sent. Gladatone reccived tise
sea-la ni Chaneellor ni tisa Exehequer early in Asiguat,
and ocitiser tbcn nr oitcrsaards ceesed to be First
Lord ni tisa Tresses-y; thougis, as usuel in such cases,
a rasa patent sas xssued, recenstituting thse Trcasury
Board, saisis tise omission nf Losaca raine, and in-
ciding Gladstone as Chancellor of thc Excisequer.

My osan impression sas tisat the sent for Green-
waichis us vacated: I could noet sec hosa, cnntinuing for
avers' prsctiqt purpose to isnld his former office, and
los asdd&ng to it a Dcxv office (ýfor wbich lha alan rc-

cereed peit could ha sa;d 'that tise ose a W"inl
lieu ni", or "in succession to", the otisar. I trld him
an, bafora I knew sahat any ona cisc tbouglit, on tise
2tth ni August, sahen he was at Balmoral. In reply,
hae sent mre a copy ni a latter sabichs ha had sarîtten to
thse Speaker; hy sabish it appesred that Sir George
SassaI thcught differcntly; ad it saas intended to
clbtein furtisar advice. Ris nan view (whîeh hae sup-
*poscd to bie Jassel's alan) seas, tisat sahen thea new
patent, recnnstituiting the Treacucy Board, was issual,"thare as an end of the office ni Fit-st Lord, sahicis ha
held unadi'r the patent superseded by it; and tiset

in liuofn", and "«in succession to" it, hae tnok a nasa
coismissocership, brought iris existence by the nasa
patent, tin respect ni sabich hae agan became Firat
Lord; and that tise office nf Charcellor ni tia Ex-
cisequcr sas "attaciscd *by mcage" to ore ni the on-
anissionersis ni tise Treasury-e-o that tisa conditions
oi thse statute ni 1867 wece setisfied. Res vas urdar
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the impression that botb Lowea and thse attornay
general (Coleridge) eoncurrad in Sic George Jesselsa
opinion: and, Inter in the semae mnnth, ie sent eae
memorandum, drasan up by a permanent officar ni tisa
tcensury, in support ni tha semae vsaw.

I aïm son-y. Sir. ýto ho so tedious un reading
this, but it is the one case that se nearly
touches this that I think the flouse should
have the bondit of it at aoy rate.

In tisa m"entimc tisa matter sas urdergning publie
discussion: and I isurd that Lowea, saio viaited me
during tisat autocnn et Blackmoor, aras fac frocn baing
ni Gladstcyne's mmnd; and Chat Coleridge clac, must
have been misundarstood. Coleridge sarota to me on
Nons'mber 6, juin aiter hia nomnination to ha Chiai
Justice ni tisa Common Plas, tist hae regardad tha
question as "verv sarions," and soggasted tinat ha
shoold meet miyscli, Sir Henry Jamnes, and Mr. Bnsaen,
to onsieler it. And Lord Young, a mont able inwyer,
reeently Gladstone's Lord-Advoestc for Scotlaad, scruta
anxînusty ioin Edinbîsrgh, cxpressicg his opinion that
tisa case coul'd not bie broogisi witisin tha exceptions
intcodocad by tise Act ni 1867 to the ganaral rula:
hae thought the question "serisus and alarming," and
understood tsat it would cectsâily ha caised saien
parliainant met.

Now cornes2 Mr. Speaker, wbat I ýcon!ceive
to bo the most important part off this mattor:

I told Gladstone ni tisese communications: t saas for
hiîn to decide whietisar a meeting ni myseli and tha
lasa officers, as w-as auggested byc Ooleridge, should
ha isold or rot: ise did not acesm unsailling; bat tise
msu,ttar raser cama to tisat po>int. It sas allosaed to
stand ovar until tise tusse for tise meeting ni parliaient
drasa neer. It was at last sofficiesttly grave to, raquira
daliberata consideration iroin tisa Homse ni Coinnions,
and there aras tha risk ni formidabtle penalties, if
ha sat and votad in tisa House sahen, in point ni lasa,
bis sent scas vacant. What was to ha donc? Haetees
sensible ni the dýifficolty (as ha put it in writing ta
myseli on Soptembar 19), ni aither taking his sent in
tha usuel manner at tha opening ni tise session, or
latting tIse Address ha voted, an aiîierdsnert (pai'haps
vital to, the government) dispoeed nd, nnd tha necessary
arrangamnitss for business tn tise Homse ni Commons
macle in tisa Prima Miisister's absence. A dissolution
scas tisa oniy e-cape: and I have neyer douîsted bliset
chia sas tise doteroiiîning cause nfi'tisa dissolution ni
Janoary 1874.

Mr. Gladetonie, wiih his parliamontary
rnajoriîy bîbhind 1d;m, frIt tbat ho cculd net
permtit parilâtuont te moret and an Addrevs
tcý ho voted tînles ho was present in eithor
house cf parliaient.

New the late Lord Macnaghten once
obsorved that un bis tinte ne man wa3O more
meticulously caroful1 in bis statemnents off fact
than Lord Soiberne. or Retîndeil Pairner, as
he iras knewn. XVe flnd Mr. Morley, un bis
Life off Mr. Gladstono, advorting te anmd
roforring to this circumnstant-ice. It is to Lord
Morley that I n0w aippoal, because Lord
Morley w-as cloarly of lthe opinion that Mr.
Gladstone could mot possibly say that ho
bad -met parliament unloas be iras prcscnt as
Prime Minister ik cither ono bouse or the
other. Mr. Morley puis it:
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