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So that no matter what tack we may take,
how anxious we are to facilitate business,

~or how we endeavour to meet the wishes ot
hon. gentlemen opposite, they are so incon-.

- sistent they will ‘not be satistied, but must
carp at and condemn every act of their op-
" ponents. However, as we have a duty:
perform to our constituents, and uas we are
- the better judges as to how that duty should
.. be performed, the question of whether it
plc.me or dlbplt}lsch hon. gentlemen oppo-
site is of minor importance. ~ The IPinance
and those whoe have followed him
+on that side of the House lay great stress
. on the prosperity which they claim Canada
is enjoying at the present time, and attempt
by lmplication on ihe part of some of thewm,
cand by actually claiming in so many: words
. on the part of others lu.\ mu*lll"( ut and
less well informed, that this prosperity
" duce to the beneticient administration of the
~ government of the day.  That trade bas
Cimproved, our. exports and imports have
S advanced .-mdioin- revenue increased i
Coeonsequence, are matters  for

is

as

- fact wmore .tucpt.lhh- than to bier Mijesty's

~loyal oppusition. By no word, by ne aciion.

- on the part of any inember of the upposition
¢+ either in this House

perity we are enjoying to-day as a couniry.
or to gain party capitd by deerying
fair fame and credit of our country.”

than favourably with those of hon, gentle-
nen opposite under similar circumstances.
who,
missed.ian opportunity to injure the credit

of -Canada and -advertise it as an improfit-:

able field for immigration by their speeches
both in and out of parliament, and lauding
the country to the south of us. Recogniz-
ing, however, that we owe a higher duty to

our native land than can be offser by any .

party advantage, we cheerfully join with
" our oppouents .in welcoming this expansion
of trade, though taking issue with them as
to the cause of that expansion. A pariy
~whose doctrine has always in the past heen
- that good . times are not the production of
legislative enaetments, who when in office
from 1873 to 1878, repudiated the idea that
the government could create prosperity, is
scarcely . in a position to-day to lay claim,
consistently at any rate, to being the authors
of whatever prosperity we are enjoy ing at
the present time. If ‘they attribute it to
their trade policy, it is but paying another
- compliment to the policy of their predeces-
sors which has been adopted by them, and
entirely owing to the fact that the ruthless
hand of the destroyer has been stayed, and

. they have preferred meeting with the ridi-.
. cule of political- friend and foe alike, and

hearing truthful accusations of gross
breaches of faith hurled against them, pro-
mises unfilled and pledges broken, confidence

. betrayed and an outraged public deceived
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iwhich was held in

. congratula-
© tion, and to no class of our pvuplo is 1his

1
this respect our aciion will compure more.,

i
|

+ while it is.
i this great

ather than run the risk of reversing the
policy they had been abusing for cighteen
long years. No better evidence of the char-
acter of the tariff of the present day is re-
quired than that afforded by the address of
the president of the Canadian Manufactur-
ers Associntion - at their annual meeting
"Toronto a short time.,
‘ago. - And, 1'emember this .is an organiza-
tion that was always .referred to by our.
! politieal opponenh as a political organiza-
tion for thv-purpow of assisting the Tory .
p.utv when it was in power, Jlld in whose .
interests it was charn; 'ed the prorectlvo tarift.
wis heing nu umnned SThis-is what” the
pwsldonr =aid : CL :

The asson iation has heun in enstence twenty-
five years. The object of its formation was to-
educate the country on the advantage of protec-.
iljon to mnauive 111du=tr1es, and greatly through
its efforts- was the present tariff enacted; and, .
still necessary to carefully vxatch that.
grinciple  be not interfered with, it

"is now felt thar it is not a political issue, both

L

ol out of it. has an iti- ‘Canadian Manufaciurers

tempt been made to belittle whatever pros-| e ;
rminds in the

marzi:z‘s, admitting’ that protection is now .here
to stay. . This object being, therefore, an ac-
(0'"1)1 l.ul fact. the association should further .
extend its usefulnoss by gnmv its attentlon tc‘
cther martters. i . ! -
Do you suppose. 'M'x'. Spealker, that the
Association, hard-
headed business men, some of the brightest:
business world of Canada,

would“fhave given this certificate of char- .

‘acter to the rarifl of this government if it

‘were a free trade tariff—as these hon. gen-

tlemen promise it would be. though they.
have since tried to repudiate their utterances .

when on this side of the House, never .

on that score—or if it were a tariff for rev-
enue only. as the right hon. Prime Minister
and some if 'his more servile supporters pre- -
tends it-is, or if it were anything else but a .
protective tariff. Still, in spite of this de-

: claration on the part of those manufacturers :

of the Red Parlour, whom hon. gentlemen
opposu:e have so frequently stigmatized as
‘ robbers great ‘and robbers small’ we have’

‘these hon.. gentlemen proclfummg that they

have fulﬁlled their pledges. .

Let me read you an article that appeared -
in the official organ of the Manufacturers
Association on the 15th September, 1897,
after the present tariff had been adopted by ‘
the government:

"As lcng as th2 main issue presented. at our
aeneral electlons was the maintenance of protec-
tion or a radical departure from it, just so
leng did the advocates of it receive the support
of the manufacturers, and thus maintain theirf‘
control of the government. -

That is, the Conservative party received the '
support of the manufacturers.

Unfortunately for the party in power. previous
to the last election, they allowed other issues to '
become uppermost and. of greater ' importance
than that of protection; and, as might have been '
expected, having become . neglectful of the vital

interests ‘of the manufacturers, they were retired .

to the cold shades' of the vanquished. Having "

through their own unwise act forfeited the sup- .

pert of the manufacturers and the control of



