
[JUNE 17, 1891.]

partnent of Puldic Works are contained in several
large boxes. Evidently this investigation requires
the production of a large numnber of papers, and it1
would not. be surprising if sonie of theni, on the
first inspectioi, slould he found to be missing. The:
lion. gentleman mentioned the other day, at the,
sitting of the Connuittee, that lie had found out
that some papers were missing. Surely there
couild not have been any intention of deceiving the
hon. gentleman, or preventing his going on with
his investigation. He found complete lists of
those papers publislhed in the bue..books.

Mr. TARTE. It w-as a very snall blue-book.

Mr. (1IROUARD. Tf those papers were men-
tioned mi the blue-books, there could not have been
any intention of hiding then.

Mr. TARTE. Tlhey we-e not produed.

Mr. GIROUARD. But. there could not have
been any intention of deceiving himi or the public.
I wish to make anotier statement as to the papers
whicl were not foud in the two boxes, but which
w-ere mentmiiied in the blue-hooks. They were
produced on the very day that it was noticed they
were înissing, and I notitied the lion. gentleman
tlhat lie coulld have access to then. \\ith regard
ta the correspondence of Mr. Trutch, I was im-
foried yesterday that the lion. gentleman liait
made a demand on the clerk of the Cominittee for
those papers. I looked at the order of the Com-
mittee, and I found that lie was entitled to have!
then iproduced ; I therefore, uînmnediately, gave in-
structions to the clerk to deiand the production
of the papers froin the Public Works Department.1
I do not know yet wlhat answer heli as received
fron the departient. I an sure the lion. gentle-
man lias no reason to complain of delay. He liasi
received froii the Conniittee and the GÇoveriinient
all the assistance lie could get.

Mr. IVES. I wish to say, on behalf of the pri-
vate members of the Hiouse, that we do not coi-
plain that the Connittee on Privileges and Elec-
tions should sit every day ; but we have been in
session now nearly two nonths, and we have had
only two meetings of the Railway Commîittee, and
noue of the Connittee on Banking and Connerce,
or the Cominittee on Private Bills. The whole
time lias been monopolized by this investigation.
Now, it seems t) ne that arrangeients should be
mnade by the (Goveriînment for this Committee to sit
siuultancously with the sittings of the other Coi-
mittees, and for its vacating the Railway Committee
roomui. liad a short meeting of the Railway
Comiittee this mnornîing w ith over forty orderson the
paper. Aimiong then wvas oie Bill the promoters
of which asked that w-e should not on1ly pass it,
but that we sliould reduce fron two montlhs to two
weeks the notice required to be given to the Gov-
ernor General in Council for the sanction of a icase.
the reason given beinîg tlat the whole season would
be lost for the work of construction if the
timie were not reduced. I have no doubt that
other very large iîterests are being imjured and
imperilled in consequence of thie mnonopoly of
our tine by this Commnittee, to the exclusion
of all the ordinary legitiiiate business of the coun-
try. Now, while we sympathize with the Govern-
ment in their anxiety not to delay this investiga-
tion, I think it is not too nuch to ask theni, be-
cause they have the control of the matter, to make

provisii that the ordiiary business of the country
inay go on i the mîeantinie. Of course. we do not
expect to satisfv certaii gentlemen -hi.> seemi bound
to find fault anvway-to tind fault with thie non-
produetion of papers- which were only asked for
yesterday, and aIll tlhat Sort of tling ; but we do
think that the Gyov-ernmenit-aidi I an speaking
not on1lV for my own friends, but for lion. miembers
on the other side who lave Bills before the different
cominittees-shuould inake arranigenents so that
the other coiîfnittees inay mneet siuîîltaineously,
and that they should not ask us to wait till the end
of the Sessioni for private Bill legislation whiclh is
urgently needel.

Mr. LAURIER. I an sure it is not the inten-
tion of any lon. nelber to cast suspicion or blaie
11pon1 anyone in connection with this muatter. For
iy own part, I will gladly aihl iy testinour to
thlat of the hon. mnemiber for -lo'înm orency (Mir.
Tarte). that the hon. Mlinister of Justice isentitled
to credit for the mnanner iii whiclihe lias lischarged
his duatv to the House in this investigation. At.
the saie tiume, the anxietv of the hon. iiienber for
'M3ontmorency is natural. because lie bas assuned a
task whiclh is painful to himîù, and the conseequenîees
Of whici iav e verv sious to him if lie loes not
establish> tie charge-'s wlhich lie lias imade ; anl it
seemus to mue that a remuark made Lv the bon. meii-
ber foi .Jacques Cartier (Mr. Gir'uard) fully jus-
tifies the comiplaint of mny hon. frienud. 3M lion.
friend lias complained thuat certain papers %which
were ordered to be prodluced by the Departmiient of
Public Works were not produeed.

\Ilr. TARTE. A nonth ago.
\Ir. LAURIER. Ordered to be produced a

inonthi ago. The hon. Minister of Public Works
savs that lie gave orders for the production of
those papers. I uniesitatingly accept lis state-
ment ; but it appears fromi vlat the lion. memuber
for Jacques Cartier lias said that, up to yesterday
certain papers whieh were ordered a nontl ao-
that is, the correspondence of AIr. Truteh. the
inspector of public works iii British Columbia-
were not yet produced. Therefore, while I will
not say- that there was a failure of duty anvwhiere,
for oie reason or another the papers were not
produced, and the renark of m lion. frienid tlhat
the Order of the House lias niot been complied with
is fully borne out. It is easy to understand that
.somne warmnth of blood mnay be exhibiteil but whein
ve coiec to sift the muatter, let lus admit thiat no
one lias intended to do wirong, thoughi thuere lias
been a hitcl soiewliee.uand it is quite natural tlhat
the matter should be brought to the notice of the
Hoiuse.

r. GIROUARI). The Order of the House was
for papers, co rrespon(deiice, and so forth, without
specifyiig any particular papers. As the papers
produced filled two trunks, it was quite possible
that somne of the desired documents miit be miss-
ing : but the moment any paper was specified, an
imimediate order was giveni for its production.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I think this mat-
1 ter is irregularly before the House, not onily
| because we are liaviIg a debate on the Orders of
the Day being called,Ibut also in-this sense-and it
may not be amiss that I should make the sugges-
tion now for future guidance-that we are really

Jprosecuting th e business of the Coummittee ini the
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