Although these appear to be substantial sums of money, the Committee has received
evidence that the funding for space science in Canada is actually shrinking, both in relative
and absolute terms. The proportion of Federal Government expenditures devoted to space
science in the five-year period 1981/82 to 1985/86 was 14.2%; for the period 1986/87 to
1990/91, the proportion will decrease to 9.6%. In absolute terms, funding will decline from
$21.5 million in 1984/85 to $16 million in 1990/91. Moreover, there is no allowance for
inflation over this period.
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