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H.R.H. THE PRINCESS ROYAL wes born et York Cottege, Sandringham, on April 25,
1897, end christened Victoria alexendrz Alice Mory.: The only deughter of the lete
King George V end Queen Mcry, the Princess Roysl wcs educeted at home. From
girlhood, she showed « particulcr flair for lenguages tnd is fluent in French
and Germon. SR o s '

' In 1921 the engegement was cnnounced of Princess Mory to Visccunt
Lascelles, later 6thEcrl of Harewood. 'The marricge took place in Westminster
Abbey on February 28, 1922, The present Lord Herewood, who succeed to the ecrldom
on his fcther's decth in. 1947, wes borr in 1923 ¢nd his brother in 1924. Both cre
now merried ¢nd the Princess Roycl his four grend-children.

. :The Princess Roycl has &1l her life kept up her interest in mursing ¢nd

“in hospitcl work. During the First World %ar she took up nursing and formed a

Voluntary aid Detachment ot Buckingh.m Pclcce with o group of friends., The

"Princess Roycl is perticulorly interested in child welfcre :nd is personclly

essociated with verious hospitals ¢s Patron. She hus been Commandant-in-Chief of
the British Red Cross Detachment since 1926, In 1927 the Prince:s Roycl wes mcde
en Honorery Fellow of the Roycl College of Sur-eons and in 1652 cn Honorcry Fellow
of the Roycl Co lege of Gyncecologists «nd Cbstetricicns. S

) Ls President of the Girl Guides sssociation the Princess Royal hcs
always taken ¢ deep interest in the 4ssociaticn. She was enrolled during the
First World VYar by the Chief Guide, Lady Beden-Powells” 4t the time of her
merriage in 1922, the Princess Royal made & donction of £6,000 frcm the sum-
subscribed cs & wedding gift by the Marys of the Commonweclth-to acquire & .
property in the New Forest for the Girl Guides. In 1950 she opencd the thirteenth
fiofld Conference of the Girl Guides end Girl Sccuts lorld sssociation at Oxford.

In 1932 King George V conferrcd on his duughter the title of Princess

ERoyal. She acted as ¢ Counsellor of State during .bscnces cbrotd of ‘King George

VI ond during Queen Elizabeth II's Commonwezlth Tour. Her Roycl Highness has
nersclf corried out voricus oversecs tours.  ifter the First ‘orld Tcr, she wts

the first member of the Royzl Femily to cross over to France cn on inspection

trip. During the ecrly months of 1953 she visited the “.cst -Indies cnd in September
1954 Gibraltar. This lcst sapril she spent six d:ys in Gern ny, visiting British
regiments cnd services in vhich she holds honerery cppointmonts,

The Princess Roycl cccepted the positicn of Colonel-in-Chief of the
Royal Ccnodicn Corps of Signals in 1940 «nd is ¢1so Colonel-in-Chief of the -
regiment vhich becrs her name, the Concdicn Scotiish Regiment (Princess Mory's).
She is £lso Colonel-in-Chief of the Vest Yorkshire Regiment which 1s £11lied to the
Roycl Montre:l Regiment, of the Roycl Scots (The Royal Regiment) ¢nd of the Signcl
Corps of the United Kingdon cnd - munmber of other Comncnieslth cocuntries. In
February 1955 she beécme Honcrory Colenel of “he Dorbados Regiment, lith the renk
of Mcjor-Genercl, the Princess Rey:l is Centroller Commcndwnt of the *onen's Royzl
irny Corps cnd is Air Chief Corncndunt of Princess lirr's Roycl air Yorce
Mursing Service.

The Princess Roycl shared her husbcnd's interest in the turf ¢nd beth
breeds .nd ovns race horses, 4lso cmong her interests cre gordening, forestry
end cgriculture. After her m.rrice, the Princess Roycl spent ruch of her life in
Yorkshire. She h.s cccepted the frecdon of many cities, including Tork,
Herrogote, Glesgow, Edinburch, Leeds, Inverness :nd Ripen.

In 1951 the University of Lceds mcde histery by cppointing her t-ec first
vomen Choncellor of cny British University. Thc Princess Roycl holds henor'ry
degrees from nany Universitics, including Leeds, Sheffield, Oxford, Ccmbridge,

St, :ndrecws, Manchester cnd Hull.

The Princess Royal rcceived the Impericl Crder of the Crovwn of India
in 1919, the G.C.V.0. in 1937, the C.E.L, in 1927 .nd is « Dune Grond Cross of
tho Order Of Sto JOhn. * ' :

The title of Princess Royél bestowed on the eldest daughter of the
sovereign wes first used during the reign of George II. It is held by only one
person at a tine, . :
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