
SUPPORTING THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

In 2015, world leaders agreed on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development—a global action plan to eradicate poverty and build peace 
around the world The 2030 Agenda’s 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and 169 targets are integrated and indivisible. They 
balance the three dimensions of sustainable development: social, 
economic and environmental The agenda is universal in nature, meaning 
that developing and developed countries alike are implementing it.
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The SDGs are underpinned not only by the 169 targets but by 
232 indicators as well. These indicators were developed by the 
Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (lAEG-SDGs). a group established by the UN Statistical 
Commission, Statistics Canada is a member of the lAEG-SDGs and 
played a key role in developing the global indicator framework to 
monitor international SDG implementation.
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Minister Duclos will be supported in this work by seven ministers:

Internationally, Canada's implementation of the 2030 Agenda will be 
guided by the Feminist International Assistance Policy which has 
integrated the SDGs throughout. SDG 5—achieving gender equality and 
empowering all women and girls—is at the heart of Canada's approach 
to implementing the 2030 Agenda It will drive progress toward achieving 
the other SDGs

• Minister of International Development:

• Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development

• Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations:

• Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Labour

• Minister of Environment and Climate Change

• Minister of Status of Women: and

• Minister of Indigenous Services.

The federal 2018 Budget announced the creation of a dedicated SDG 
Unit. It will enable better coordination among all levels of government, 
civil society organizations and the private sector on Canada's efforts 
surrounding the 2030 Agenda. The SDG Unit will also support the 
monitoring and reporting of Canada’s domestic and international efforts 
to achieve the SDGs by 2030.

Canada reviewed its initial progress toward implementing the 2030 
Agenda and presented its first Voluntary National Review at the UN 
High-Level Political Forum: on Sustainable Development in July 2018

The SDG Unit falls under the responsibility of the Honourable Jean-Yves 
Duclos. Minister of Families. Children and Social Development. It will lead 
efforts to develop a national strategy to advance the implementation of 
the SDGs, consulting with all levels of government. Indigenous peoples, 
civil society and the private sector.

Canada reported on actions and measures taken to advance the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda over the last three years, including 
progress made in achieving the SDGs and relevant targets. Canada 
showcased a whole-of-society approach to the implementation of the 
SDGs. It did this by drawing on contributions from all levels of 
government. Indigenous peoples and other Canadian stakeholders. The 
full report is available on the Government of Canada website (https:// 
sustainabledevelopment.un.ora/content/documents/20312Canada 
ENGLISH 18122 Canadas Voluntary National ReviewENv7.pdf).
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