
The Government of Canada has launched an ambitious Northern Strategy to respond to 
these opportunities and challenges. Our Northern Strategy lays out four areas where 
Canada is taking action to advance its interests both domestically and internationally 
and to help unlock the North's true potential: exercising sovereignty; promoting eco­
nomic and social development; protecting our environmental heritage; and improving 
and devolving Northern governance. In pursuing each of these pillars in our Arctic 
foreign policy, Canada is committed to exercising the full extent of its sovereignty, 
sovereign rights and jurisdiction in the region.

** The geopolitical importance of the Arctic and Canada’s interests in it 

have never been greater. This is why our government has launched an ambi­

tious Northern Agenda based on the timeless responsibility imposed by our 
national anthem, to keep the True North strong and free. **

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, August 28, 2008, lnuvik, Northwest Territories

Given our extensive Arctic coastline, our Northern energy and natural resource poten­
tial, and the 40 percent of our land mass situated in the North, Canada is an Arctic 
power. We are taking a robust leadership role in shaping the stewardship, sustainable 
development and environmental protection of this strategic Arctic region, and engag­
ing with others to advance our interests.

As we advance the four pillars of our Northern Strategy, our international efforts will 
focus on the following areas:

► engaging with neighbours to seek to resolve boundary issues;

► securing international recognition for the full extent of our extended continen­
tal shelf;

► addressing Arctic governance and related emerging issues, such as public 
safety;

► creating the appropriate international conditions for sustainable development;


