
May ntratonlorganizations, bave benefited from the commitment of Filipino peace groups toshare theïr experiences through publications and conferences. AMer one conference, EhduadMarino took the idea of Zones of Peace back to, bis own community in Colombia, an area calledLa India.2

I La India, peasants were caught between the ariy, the pararnilitary groups supported by thegovernment, and the guerillas. Colombian peasants were being sunumarily executed, exactly asthe Philippine people hadl been. They were told by the army, «You have only thes choices: joinus, join the guerrillas, leave the arm forever, or die." The farmers devised another choice. Theywent to each group and asked, "Who are you fighting for?" Ail of the commanders responded bysaying, "Vie are fighting for you!" The peasants answered, 'Tou have be= fighting for us for 15yer, but w e ehe wb vctm f i cnfi We ask you to stop fighting for us. We wantto stay on the land and work for a living in a safe environmnent for our oblidren. " As in thePhilippines, the fighting ended and the farmers were able to grow and market their crops for thefirat time in many years. Today, despite frequent setbacks and horrilying massacres, 28 Zones ofPeace persist in Colombia.

San Jose de Apartado, is a very active "Communidad de Paz" which has aies for international membership, to support the community.3 San Jose deet where peasants had organized a cooperative to market and proceas
r, 1997, the paraniilitaries came in and ordered everyone to leave,running a supply post for the guerrillas. They then dragged the four
oard of the cooperative from their homes and executed them.

themselves a Community of Peace and committed


