
organisations such as the Red Cross, lunnan rights menibers]ùp organisations such as the Civil
Liberfies Organisation, professionalised advocacy organisations such as the IAC and Action
Health Incorporated and private research centres such as EWARC. We must acknowledge
that they even ùrJuded Youth Earnesdy Ask for Abacha (YEAA). What arc these organisations
established to do, how do they go about doing it and what will be their impact on Society? Ilese,
are the questions to be asked in assessing civil society. We urgently need to go beyond fiocusi
on the fbrm of these organisations to focusing on their content in terms of goals and strategies.

Out of the vqnrience of military rule and the degenmüng situation in the country in the recent
past, has come the realisation that democratisation of pority makin and implementation and 9
governance à a pre-requisite for smo-econonùc &-Mopment that a people centred. Workmg
towards this goal requhm that people demand participation in the CKCrCiSe Of State POWer. Wheg
support is sought for some civil society and argumýM am made for channeffing
,esources to NGOs not govesn, wn- . are we seekbg to Umm mm to Stuc power, or to
bypass the State and s»mgdm «civil society* or to, supplant the State with alternative insfituti
which we thmk function more efficiently. What is the rafionale behind, any of these choices?.

The dichotomy berween the State and the rest of us (ciQ "ety) is problematic espedagy in
contextof emoastisation. In seeldng gruterpm-i;,àiljmizi«RURR Of people ingovermnce, we seek to
fod ways to ensure that the voices and needs of the various interest groupa are reflected and met
in policies and progmmmes. The state of civil society must be assessed with a baM term view
and a global perspecive, for some of the most important hmdmarks and the watershed pnxIate
military rule.

Ekting wunded this me of caution on the of -CIM Society' and the tend
towards mystifikation, it is clear that events in the past: six years in gigeria trinered a strong
reaction and «pà"S qptinst itai in, -pv«maM and tbe military, in the light of VwA"i(*

prospem fur "O-00onomie opment and peace and the role and ccapacity
of vuious unerm grotq» m acmalising these goals shotdd be etanwwd.

ASSESSING CIVEL SOCWrY IN NIGERIA
Over the past thirteen yeam abuse of state power and the afflmon of dissent resched,
unprecedented Meu Colimpu of î A 1 l'rumire, fuel diortages, vicious, repression of dimmt in
oil Producing wSr,, a dampimm on the media and lawym takin action agum the
lack of and nmaway WMPUM wwe all haUmarks oftbis period.
This occurred wM the impWtion of S»Muil AdMtniwd Pa Which
remàted m the conuw*S of local industries, ca" ' b m bealth, eàmuon and socud suermvicmu,
widespread a eti P 1 ý l 1 9 of workm in the public and pdvate sectors; The prematwe
of the results of an elecdon that had already takS place in 1993 was symbolic of the mism
of Stue Power and tbe =Mcipt in which the militvy ndm hdd the soclay. hWor challenges
gova. ii i wd the abitrm use of lbrS wwe pond by the jmrneron and media hmm and
tawyers in court human rigba oilin-dsWm by k"m thm became
mmeodY ac:üw Md PoPuiv Ibe se* of the rqxudm wu mniqu to a large aient in t1w
growth ofthe gmffl md tbeïr members4 and rappSt Fonowmg the 1993 ekeboM
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