
Americans approved new constitutions in most of the states shortly after the Revolution

with few untoward effects, but attributes this success to the extraordinary events at that

time. These changes took place under wartim~e conditions "which repressed the passions

most unfriendly to order and concord" and created "an enthusiastic confidence of the

people, in their patriotie leaders." Since Americans cannon count on perpetuating such

extraordftuiry soli4arity, they may wish to observe considerable caution in subjecting

constitutional changes to popular approval.

It should be noted that James Madison wrote these words in The Federalist Papers,

thie very purpose of whicb was to rally public support for the proposed constitution. Thus,

he did nQt oppose aIl recourse to the people to endorse constitutional change. His objection

was agnt an excessive use of this procedure. The Cainadians of 1865 were no

strangers to constitutional change. Perhaps Jam~es~ Madison, dsiehis impeccable

a] as well as


