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f;i?:}le}:;?ts suggested that government
i ;;11 concentrate on certain aspects of the
i na-t ionrciel themes cm?ld be given prominence
by Child: f:vel: (1) child poverty; (2) violence
iy en; and (3) exploitation of child

and effects on education.
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Canadian leadership could also be shown through
including a social charter or social clauses in the
major trade agreements it negotiates. It is
important to note that failure to comply with
these clauses should not automatically involve
economic sanctions. The participants felt that this
method does not produce satisfactory results.

A different approach could be considered, by
attempting to draw a distinction between
countries that wish to comply with the social
clauses but do not have the resources, and those
that simply have no wish to comply.

International Labour Organization
Convention 138 should be ratified. It has already

been ratified by more than forty countries, and
Canada is dragging its feet. According to the
participants, the constitutional impasse--the
Federal government would not have the
agreement of all the provinces regarding the
Convention--is an illusory problem. In the past,
Canada has often committed itself to various
international agreements without the consent of

all provinces.

Greater national consistency is a priority. The
Government must be involved, but so must
unions, private business, academics, community
groups and NGOs. All levels must cooperate on
specific topics. To achieve maximum impact, all
available resources must be better allocated.

roved information circulation and preparation
list of people working on the
ble specific actions.

Last, the power of concerted effort seems a key
aspect in this field. Unlike others, children have no

opportunity to get some of their numbers
involved to promote their interests. Adults must

speak for them.

Imp
of a comprehensive
topic would be desira



