
To date only one exploration program. has followed the GEOBOL/BGS effort on
the Precambrian. Rio Tinto Zinc, in a 50/50 partnership with the important Bolivian miner
COMSUR, has undertaken a US$2%> million explioration program which has recently shown
promising gold val~ues on drilling ini greenstones. Ini general, the Precambrian region is bdieved
to present excellent potential.

Whil inigeouspeole ad ongknown of and used m~etal deposits, exploitation
of ol4 and tilver on a massivesstie bass began in the sixteenth century, early in the

Colnia peiod Utiltheendoftheninteethcentury, Boliva was a major world exporter of
sive.However, when the abndnent of prcosmetal coinage together with the opening
of~~~ lag eost lewhere in the word led to decliniing prices, Bolivia was poorly equiped to
compete. ~ Prmtietechnology, diffkcult accss and depleted reseres contributed to a general

Insea, ttetin hitedtoti i reposetoincreasing prices and high world
demnd fte th tun f the twnit entur In faryshort order, tin became the dominant

wer nooriusy aduos. ealy 0% f otpt wa otrle y three groups, Patifio,
Hochchid ad Aamay, te «in aron«. hes grupscame to control not only tin deposits
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