
the natives in their own operations
and administration,

The main housing agency in the
N.W.T. is Northern RentaI Housing,
which came into existence in the
eastern Arctic and now serves the
whole of the N.W.T. The rani for a
house provided with heat, light,
waier and sewer services starts at
$5 a month. About 2,500 homes
have been erected in the N.W.T.
under tha NRH program, which has
paid high dividends in baller health
conditions and has played an im-
portant part in the process of rapid
urbanization. Tenant associations
have takan over tha administration
of the program in the sattlemenis.
Such groups hava baen very suc-
cessful in daveloping communiiY
spirit and social goals with the COM-
mon objective of improving living
conditions and services in their own
communities.

The Noriherfi ReniaI Housing
programn contains a provision for
home ownership as soon as tenants
become financially abla. If they de-
sire to become owners, part of the
rani they paY is applied to the pur-
chase price. Ownership is hindered
by the fact that. whereas fuel-oil,
electricity, water, sewage and gar-
bage services ara supplied to ten-
ants, owners must assume full cosi
of providing these services, and they
can be very expansive.

Water delivery in the North, as
weIl as sewage and garbage dispos-
ai, is carried oui mainly by road

transportation. In some communities,
Inuit co-operatives are responsible
for the provision of these utilities;
elsewhere they are provided by the
Northwest TerritorieS government or
by private companies who have suc-
cessfully tendered for the job. ln
commuflities with hamiet or village
status, utilities, road maintenance
and snow removal have been moved
over 10, counicils who, in most cases,
have Inuit majorities. In larger, more
developed communities, utilidor*
systems provide both water supply
and sewage disposai. As settlamentS
grow and become better planned,
utîlidors are replacing truck delivery
and pick-up. New sewage and gar-
bage systems are beirTg planned, flot
only to ansure the delîcate environ-
mental balance is not disturbed but
to improve health.

Communications
In November 1972, a new ara in
communications bagan with the
Iaunching of AnÎk, the telecommu-
nications satellite. Anik provides in-
stant and reliable news and informa-
tion to the Inuit and has allowad ex-
tensive use of telephones for inter-
settlement communications, replac-
ing unreliable radîotelephones. It has
flot only broughi the South mbt bat-
ter focus for th .e Inuit, but has
facilitated communications on an

-PîPes, cabloB. etc., raised and ineulated to provkId
utiiitis to eonmunitiei built on Permafrost.


