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(Mr. Errera. France)

(i imply in order to live freely, and when men through their inspiration and 
t heir courage open the way to the noblest of all victories, the victory of 
freedom, we must be glad and we must say so. We must be glad for those who, 
because they wished it, succeeded in preserving their liberty; we must be glad 
;,L the triumph of the principles, values and ideals which we all espouse, that 
ih to say the democratic principle, respect for the law; and lastly we must be 
v 1 ad too that the process of disarmament will continue, because - let us make 
,,u mistake - if disarmament agreements have been concluded in the recent past - 
ibe agreement on intermediate nuclear forces in 1987, the agreement on 
> iinventional forces in Europe in 1989, the START agreement last month, which I 
have just referred to - if the conclusion of a global convention banning 
chemical weapons is within reach today, this is indeed because, in part at 
I rest, a process of reform and democratization was undertaken in the 

,Soviet Union. There can be no doubt that the interruption of that process, a 
reversal of the trend in the Soviet Union, would have had particularly adverse 
pIfects for disarmament efforts and hence for our Conference. For that reason 
t no we must be glad.
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(Mr. Zahran. Egypt)

draw attention to President Hosni Mubarak's
destruction, withoutI take this opportunity to

initiative in which he proposed that all weapons of mass 
exception, should be removed from the Middle Eastern region, on the 
understanding that this would apply equally to all States of the region 
without distinction or discrimination. This initiative forms part of r-gypt s^ 

achieve the goals and objectives of full and general disarmament 
and to use the savings resulting therefrom to further the development 
endeavours of the developing countries. In this connection, we welcome the 
statement issued at the meeting of experts of the five permanent members of 
the Security Council, held at Paris on 8 and 9 July of this year, m which

the importance of turning the Middle East into a zone free of
of mass destruction.

endeavours to

they referred to 
weapons

the Ambassador of the NetherlandsI also wish to express my gratitude to 
for the kind invitation that he extended to me, at the beginning of my 
assignment to this Conference, to visit The Hague on 23 and 24 
inspect the facilities that his friendly Government is offering to accommoda, 
the organization that we intend to establish within the context of the 
negotiations for the drafting of a treaty prohibiting chemical weapons- 
visit will -undoubtedly be of benefit in our deliberations on this subject.
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