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Wars were not Canada's only strife in the 20th 
century. After World War I many labouring men 
found themselves crushed by static wages and 
spiraling prices. Their anger exploded in Win­
nipeg in May 1919, when the combined unions 
called a general strike. A massive demonstration 
was crushed by mounted police and two people 
were killed, hundreds injured. The strike leaders 
were jailed and, despite wishful headlines in 
labour papers, the strike was broken; but the 
turmoil helped create the Co-operative Com­
monwealth Federation, the forerunner of Cana­
da's third major party, the New Democratic 
Party.
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Western Labor News
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The labour conflict was followed by the Great 
Depression. Shamed men, unable to find work, 
survived by eating free soup, an army of the 
unemployed moved across Canada toward 
Ottawa and a woman wrote Prime Minister R.B. 
Bennett and asked him to buy winter underwear 
for her arthritic husband.
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