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able to sit on the veranda, then k‘eeping as close to| He i is now a.ble to pray, and with the pnyar m

him a8 possible, would every little while raise his paw
and lay it gently on his master’s knee, gazmg lovingly
into his face, expressing as plainly as if in words,
sorrow for his changed countenance and wasted form.

A little girl who possessed a very sensitive natare,
possessed also a very sympath:zmg cat. Whenever
her little mistress, wounded in spirit, retired to weep
in secret, pussy would search till she found her, and’
nestling close to the hidden face, she mewed in
sympathy, till the grieved little soul was comforted,
and with peace in her heart and pussy in her afms;
the child returned to the family circle.

The mterpreters of nature,—the poets—have not
overlooked this dspect of the truth. Mrs. Browning
tells as of the soothing influence of Cowper’s pets, on
the mind of their unhappy master.

Wild, timid hares were drawn from woods to share his home |

caresses,
Uplooking to his human eyes with sylvan tendernesses!

Wordsworth finds his joy increased by contempla-
ting theirs.

*‘ Ye blessed creatures, I have heard the call
Ye to each other make,
My heart is at your festival,
The fulness of your bliss I feel—I feel it all.”

With what fine effect does Coleridge in his “Ancient
Maviner” bring before us the bond that unites man to
the lower animals. The Ancient Mariner cruelly and
in contempt of the laws of hospitality, kills a huge
bird of the southern seas, which had taken refuge on
the ship. A mysterions vengeance follows, which is
prolonged through uunmitigated horrors, till he is
left

¢ All, all alone,
Alone on a wide, wide sea;
And never a saint took pity on
My soul in agony!”

The spell beging to break when he beholds the
bright creatures of the deep, and there springs ap in
his heart a sudden sympathy with the happiness of
the animals floating in his sight.

With what a thrill do we read of the melting of
the heart that was as ¢ dry as dust.’

‘“ Oh happy living things! no tongue
Their beauty might declare;
A spring of love gushed from my heart,
And I blessed them unaware;
Sure my kind saint took pity on me,

| and with lightened penance he is at length
| safely home to~** his own countree,” where he

* The gentle sleep from heaven
That slid into my soul,”

about telling his terrible tale, the burden

He prayeth well who lcw,_th‘,w,dl“
Both man sand bird and beast,
He prayeth best who lovéth best
All things both great and lmaﬂ,
For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all.” - :

8t. John. g
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