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The Dfnce of the Bridge.

This i% an cxtract from Macaulay'% Horatius,
Mie Of his Lays of Ancient Rome. The selection
Iegins at the twenty-sixtb statua, and omits
si\ statuas at the end. There are severai other
omissions.

The Lays show Macaulay's skiil in narrative

;x>etrv. They have the essentiai characteristics
of a haIlad, whicb, says Prôfessor Henry Morley,
is bound oniy to be bright and iiveiy, with ease
ini its rhythm, action in every line, and through
t lie whole plan a stirring incident told cleariy
from one point of view.'

John Stuart Mill, comparing the ballade of

Scott and Macaulay with the oid ballads, says

-Scott and Macaulay (do everything) by reeition

and accumulation of particuiars." "Where in
modern ballad verse," writes E. C. Stedman,
wiIl you find more ringing stanzas, or more impet-
uious movement and action?"

These criticisms suggest lines of study.

The historic basis of Horatius is as foilows:

Tarquinius Superbus, the seventh and lust

king of Rome, was expeiied about 510 B. C., for

his oppressions and cruelty, and Rome became a

Republic. It was governed by a Senate or Council
of Eiders, and two magistrates, called Consuls, who

were eiected yeariy. According to Roman Iegends,
Lars Porsena, king of the Etruscan town of
Clusium (the modern Chiusi), put himself at the

head of an army to restore Tarquin'to his throne,

and was repulsed by Horatius and his comrades.

History, however, tells us that Porsena reallY

conquered Rome, and that it is doubtful whether

or no his expedition had anything to do with
Tarquin, who was neyer restored.

Macaulay says in bis introduction to the poem,
the fol lowing ballad is supposed to have been

made about a hundred and twenty years after

the war which it celebrates, and just before the

taking of Rome by the Gauls. The author* seems

to have been an honest citizen, proud of the mil-

*By "the author," Macaulay nmeans the speaker la the poeie.

itary glory of his country, sick of the disputes of
factions, and much given topining after good oki
times which had neyer existed."

The first tweiity-five stanzas tel o the gatheriag
of the Etruscan army, the alarm of the Romans,
the flocking of the country people into the City for
safety, and the decision of the Council to break
down the bridge over the Tiber.

'The three defenders of the bridge rierseted
the three tribes of Romnan patricians, the Luoere,
the Ramnes, and the Tities, represented resPect-
ively by Horatius, Spurius Laitius an.d Herminau.

"Straight" (Une 21) should be stmis=narrow.
SSe lne 130.

"Then lande were fairly port"oed
Then spoils were fairly »MI."

The public lands, acquired by conquetvr
heid almost entirely'by patricians, instead. o beiât
divided impartially. The spoils vOft.n latOe*I
were supposed to be distributed amont the çitueesà
but there were quarreis about unfakrm as an
matter also.

"AMdthe. Tribun«s beard tih Me
And the. Fathers grind the ou.

The tWo magistrates cbosea kmooe1ws
or plebeians, to represent thent vereoid *
The fathers were the Eiders of the. P IdP*
(see Myers' Ancient Historyp or ay 1iis$*ary uf
Rome).

in battit 'we wax cod.V'

Does party spirit weaken, natioalstren* i~n
our own time?

Tuscan. Etruscan.DIka, nov SU, ioi'ber

there were iron mines, worked by sIavm.
Nar. A tributary of the Ti*ber, wiàsew

are ver y white, owing to the presenofMuIg~u
HÎiUI. Peasants. The she-toeljs liSte. Rom-

lus and Remus, the twin brother., ver
infancy cast out by their uncle and ,e#méd' W,
death, but were preeerved by a sh." ( bP

nourished them with her cubs. Ràun ia't
legendary founder and first king of Renie,

Augurs. At Rome the Augure werea Oooiunityr
of priests who foretold events by obSrV4 t *
fiight of birds and other events in natume.TIitY
were always consulted before 1 my iap*ta*t
undertaking.

Lucuino. A title given to Etruscan noble.

Sextus. The second son of Tarquinlu SupM'btus4
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