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‘IX.—THE TAKING OF OGDENSBURG.

February 22.—Ogdensburg, on the St. Lawrence,
seventy miles below Kingston, was the. starting
point of some of those frontier raids that annoyed
the Canadians without being of any considerable
advantage to the invaders. On the sixth of
February, 1813, such an expedition set out from
that place to attack Elizabethtown, a village some
twelve miles distant, since called Brockville in
honour of Sir Isaac Brock. The raiders plundered

the defenceless village agd carried off a number of

the inhabitants, returning to Ogdensburg with ﬁlelr
prisoners and their spoils.

At that time, Ogdensburg was a little village
defended by two forts, one on either side of a smafl

tributary which here enters the St. Lawrence.

An important point, because of its commanding
situation, it was strongly garrisoned; and it was
considered safe, for the British had tried to take it
in the fall of 1812 and had failed in the attempt.
DnrectlyoppomtelaytheCanadian post of Fort
Wellington, now Prescott, which was held by a
garrison of abeut five hundred men, compesed of
BrmuhandCamdisnuoothheNewfounda

land regiment.

It happened that the commander-in-chief, Sir

George Prevost, came to Fort Wellmgton on the
twenty-first of Febmary, on his way to Kingston.
The commander of the fort, Colonel Macdonell,
sought and obtained his permission to make a
demonstration against Ogdensburg.

Macdonell dehbetately exceeded his instructions.
On the morning of the twenty-second as soon as
Prevost had left for Kingston, he set out to attack
and capture Ogdensburg, as a repnsal fm' the
looting of Ehzabethtown, and to put a stop to
other raids from that place. He had made an
unheeded remonstrance at the time of the
Elizabethtown raid, and he now planned to take
stronger andmore eﬁecuve measures.

. The river between . Prescott and Ogdensbutg
is about a mile and a half in width. After it was
frozen, Macdonell had frequently drilled his men
on the ice near the Canadian shore, where there
wasa broad surface favourable to their movements
On this occasion he brought them out as usual
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but, in the course of ithé! Mubﬁﬁ,% gradually

against the two fortcznthe yden
One division of his forces he léd in pers
was commanded by a New ‘Bru
Captain Jenkins of Fredericton.




