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A USEFU BOOK.
«"Conscioue Motherhood " la the suggestive t.tie of

a recently published book whieh le worthy the at-
tentive consideration of parents and teachers. The
name of the author, Mis8 Emnma Marwedei, je a
guarantee that thie je an interesting and valuable
educational work. Its titie etrikes the key note:
scientifie principies and an intelligent application of
them. in the eariy training of the infant, versus
instinct blindiy following tradition. Educated witÊ
Qerman thoroughness, she is a kindergartener whoee
deep insight into Froebel'e eystem hau enabled
her to carry out to their logical conlusions8Borne
ideas which ho bad !Iot fuiiy eiaborated. In 18î6.
wben 8he went from Washington to the Centenniai
to exhibit ber kindergarten training classe%, she gave
utterance to ber conviction "lthat the bal,$ as repre-
oenting thoe phere, the type of ail life, was flot
made sufficientiy prominent in Froebel]'s developmont
of the child." In 1882 ber «Itboughts were 8o far
crytallized " that ebe presented ber "«Circular Draw-
ing Syetem, or Cbildhoo 'La Poetry and Study in the
Life and FormB of Nature," together witb a Botany
and seventoon Ciassificatikn Charts for the coneidera-
tion of tbe North American Froebel Institute in
uenion at Detroit. This dietinguisbed body gave
their unqualified approval and urged ita publication,
in a series of resolutions, appointing a commiUtee
to confer with publishere, etc. "lBut witb ail this
encouragement, 1 waas tili un8atisfied. I feit that 1
had not yet touched the right spot in human exist-
ence, whereon to base the fair structure of buman
education. . .. Thought upon thought drove me back
over the etepe the human being traces in hie ascent to
manhood. 1 reached the home, the mother, the
cradie. Then, at luet, in the mother, to whom Froebel
dedicated the firet use of the curve, I found the place
where the corner-âtone of any genuine education
muet be laid. But wbere to find that stone which
should become 'the bead of the corner?' . . . A
remarkahle book-the firet of its kind in range and
profundity-fell into my bande at this period. It
was the work entitled the 'Soul of the Cbild,' by
Prof. Wilhelm Preyer, of Jena, received by me as a
providential answer to my question. And this, wbich
anewere not my question only, but every query as to
the when, and the how., and the wherefore, wbicb
mothere and ail otker educator8 ask concerning. the,
earliest physical, mental and moral neede of the cbild,'seemed to me a boon which should not ho williDgiy
withheld for one single bour from those upon wbom
are laid grave responsibilities from the firgt day."1

The first part of the book je a caref ul psycho-

physiologicai treatnent of principles of early educa-
ion. The muetbod by whioh hLb e nues mnay b.

etitivated am means to the mental, moral and spiritual
develolnent of the child lii giron with clearnoos, and
shotild conmtand the stiidy of intelligent teachers
and i)4,ent8. The tenth chapter, written by speial
requiet of Mlis l>eabody- and others, "Tihe Idesi-
Nursery, gives an extended account of the writrs
systeni of! "drawing on the curvo," "-oolor garnis,"
and l)laY8 for epecially exercising the sennes; the une
o! the sand-table in drawing, geography, etc.; the.
dorver arrangements of ber own beau tiful kiodergarten
iii California, and ie full of hint. as to tb. use of
cheap and com mon maâterials for educational purposo
wbicb wouild prove servicoablo to our teachers.

The second part (228 pages) la a translation of aIl
thos portions of Preyer's diary which illustrate the.
iret part o! this work. The Protessor made and
recorded, with ouly two trifling interruptions, for
three yeare, morning, noon and night, his observa.
tions wbicb began, ire minutes after birth, by Lting
the sense of sight. Many, Darwin among otheMs
have observed and registered their* observations oooa.
sionally, but Preyer's observations were made S
systematicaiiy, and tbey are so acute,, truthfal and
discriminating that tbey mark an epoch ine besW<y
o! cbild culture. Published in Germany in 188*, tà@
centenary o! Froebei's birtb, Lb.y establishà on a
ecientific basie the pedagogica o! that great genjug,
From differeiit pointa o! approach FroebeI and Preyer
reacb the same conclusions. In bis preface, given ini
full, ho asserts that, no maLter bow individuais may
differ, the order of development i8 tb. sanie in ail;
beredity le as important a factor ln psycbogenesi a
individual activity; that scientitlc observation oft tii
child, fromn the earlint date, must b. made if educa.

ion le o ca sccees. 0.
HaWlax.
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CHIRlDE s INFLECIL
It le one o! the be8t and happie8t aspects of thus

pre8ent civilization that ln nearly ail great move.
mente deeîgned for the progreas and benofit of man-
kind, there are ways and means by which tbe obildren
can belp on the work. In the missionarT field thero
is an army of cbildren working with earneet endeavor
Wo forward tbe greateet and bigh est projectof -tthe
time ; atnong the undaunted persistent temperance
workere the littie ones have their societies and 1"9oold
water aiie; in the church are tbe 8unday-scboole,
the eewing circles, tbe varioue associations, in al et1
wbich the children bear an active part.Ine ah publie
and private demonetzation@ they are ior.uio.t ini the
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