
April, 1921 CANAL)IAN MUNvicipA4L JOURNAL

The City Manager inCanada
taOne 1of the proposais for a revised city charter
tt wil1 be referred to the ratepayers of Montreai

calls for a city manager with full administrative
POwers, such as lie lias in some of the smaller cities
'n, the United States. To bring home to, its readers
the benefits of the city manager system of govern-
m'ent the Montreal Star is .publishing daily an inter-
esting series of articles by H. S. Gilbertson on the
SUh1bject. Mr. Giibertson is a prominent member of
the Amûrican National Municipal League and speci-
allY qualified to, write on the city manager plan, but
Mr- Gilbertson in Lis eagerness to present the best
s'de Of his case is inclined Vo ruxn rîo ini lis inter-
Pretation of the workings of the manager system ,as
against any and every other form of municipal gov-
ernMent. In lis fourtli article lie cities Dayton
(Ohio).-the second municipality and the first city
to adopt the system-as a kind of eartlily paradise
after seven years of administration by a city man-
ager. While noV questioning for one moment the
e-Xcellent government of Dayton, we attribute it

0bre Vo the fortunate choice by the city commission
Ofa rare genius in H. M. Waite as manager, than Vo

the sYstem itself, whidh in practice is bureaucratie
Vo the last degree and in consequence is absolutely
11PPosed Vo the spirit of British deznoracy-vhicli
ilpninciple is continuous personal responsibility on
te Part of the citizens.
. Wee'venture to sav itiat within the British Eni-

It was an attempt Vo change this complicated 'sys-
temn witli the hope of eliminating the "bosses" and
thieir baneful influence on civic affairs that tlie coin-
mission and the manager forin of government were
introduced in the United States and in companing
the success of eitlier system, it would be well for
Canadians to remember that the.comparison is lie-
tween tlie municipalities that have adopted them and
those that are stili under the olçl formn of ,complicat&I,
civie government as practiced in theeUnited States'
--not in Canada.

In otlier words municipal government had got so
bad in the United States that some reform lad to
lie mnade to save its good name and undoubtedly the
manager form, because of its siinplicity and direct-
ness in the 185 municipalities that have adopted
it, lias so far proved a successful means of adminis-
trations. But in Canada mu~nicipal governinent
lia., always been simple and direct, botli in regard
to election and administration, and on the whole lion-
est and economical, so that the introduction of tlie
manager form of administration in any of our muni-
cipalities is in reality bringing in an American ex-
periment Vo eliminate evils that were never ours-
Municipal governinent in Canada is flot ail perfect
by any means, but the United States is liardly the
place Vo go to -et tips from, rather we would say
that our friends Vo the soutli have mucli Vo learn
fron our Canadian systenis of municipal govern-
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