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veloppe rapidement. Par sa situation
%%?sgtraépahi.qug I)-rivilégiée, Montréal doit étre le foyer de
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vy ,aii admlr_ab'le élan commercial et industriel de
na,tioné) gtb"’ ses re at,lf)ns sans cesse multipliées avec les
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i Apar; _Eéumr entre e;llps, par le trait d’union d’un tra-
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éitov- es pour re_amuhr ce role, et c’est le devoir de tout
e eré, et pre.mlérefx,nent des: représentants des contribua-
Sens -QE favoriser 1 accomplissement de ces grands des-
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mélltl;x dernidres élections, le vote populaire a manifeste-
Consei?pprguvé les mesures adoptées par la majorité du
s gqn a précédg celui-ci. Cette approbation de 1’opi-

pu Ilque.ne doit cependant pas nous inciter & con-
Qi:nmlner les ral'sons de la minorité qui pensait autrement.
aJéaé»réues-uns d‘en‘t"rﬂe nous qnt pu mettre de ’enthousiasme
aujouegfitfe' leurs 1@ées, mais, Dieu merci, il ne reste rien
ik ; hui des discussions A‘d’hier, et nous nous retrou-
s ‘d,ézlflemsfn(;gggu;lode la méme ambition et' du méme dé-
e iy s concitoyens et de servir les intéréts
quggti gep»t légitimement différer d’avis sur telle ou telle
Yo un’ on ne d_oit pas, dans un conseil municipal, for-
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merité de la Ville et se sera montré aussi digne de la
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d’glettégt 1}?111‘110011-1&3 des intelligences et des volontés est
sy Il7us nécessaire aujourd’hui que notre Conseil
o *ets% utionner des questions de la plus haute impor-
b ik exécu-ter: des travaux considérables. Vous con-
5 dQOIEme moi le programme qui nous est tracé en
: devr.o;s % | gdmims;ratwn de nos affaires courantes. Nous
R al ord veiller au bien-étre des classes laborieu-
l‘en’d o q'u.g les laugmentatlon du prix de toutes choses
et _eggs ence difficile; nous devrons aussi étudier 1'op-
<y Ité de constituer un Bureau de contrdle et mnous
yar & ‘nf;t’mpte des uventages que ce corps pourra procu-
flohs denrt?r CO-rporatm’n; le parachévement des améiora-
l’eXhausso e aqueduc, I’enfouissement des fils électriques,
tion de 1€}D;ent'des voies des chemins de fer, 'augmenta-
sement de. fectif de la police et des pompiers, 'agrandis-
T eotiar ©s barcs, I'établissement de nouveaux hopitaux,
mén¢ ’der“%tl'OB de grands édifices publics, enfin 1'abaisse-
motrice Ss a“tlx de léclairage, du chauffage et de la force
quelles don autant de questions importantes sur fes-
Hae vxevra s'arréter lattention du nouveau Conseil.
S o ous le voyez, le programme est chargé; mais je
nvaineu que le Conseil ne se soustraira pas 2 sa

their loss. The rate-payers demand that we conduct their
business in a proper manner, and that everything, small or
great, is done right. The citizens as a rule, have accurate
ideas as to who has served them faithfully or unfaithfully;
and as our good City of Montreal has a glorious future,
we, its chosen representatives, must do all in our power
to enchance its brillancy. What we find evil to-day, let
us correct at once, and, at all times, remember that we
are not working for our own geod, but for the good of the
City and for its prosperity. :

Montreal is growing rapidly. Owing to its geographical
situation, our City must become the great commercial cen-
tre of the Eastern part of Canada; for the same reason
that Winnipeg is the heart of the Western section. I be-
lieve that Montreal and Winnipeg are destined by nature
to become the largest cities of the Dominion; and the ad-
mirable impetus given to trade and commerce in our
country, our ever increasing relations with other nations
and the era of prosperity which we are enjoying, point to
Montreal as an important centre of activity in the very
near future. A case in point is the projected establish-
ment of the “All Red Route”, the realization of which
will join, by means of perfectly organized traffic, all the
colonies and British possessions, and give to the National
Port of Canada that impetus which you may foresee and
which, I am sure, you very earnestly desire.

Tt is also necessary to mention “Greater Montreal”,
which is slowly but surely being formed around Mount
Royal, and which before many years, will raise the popu-
lation of the City to at least 1,000,000. Providence has
assigned to our City an important part. It has been given
every advantage to fill this part, and it is the duty ot
every citizen, and first of the representatives of the rate-
payers, to favor in every possible manner the accomplish-
ment of this great destiny. I see no difficulty in the way
of accomplishing this task, All we require is to aJdvax_lce
in unison with that “bonne entente” and harmony which
is necessary for the accomplishment of all successful pub-
lic enterprises. ~

The result of the recent elections show that the citize_ns
of Montreal approve the course pursued by the majority
of the last City Council. This approval, however, of pub-
lic opinion must not lead us to condemn the views of the
minority which constituted a different obpinion. Some
among us may have been enthusiastic in the defence of
their course, but, thank Heaven, nothing remains of tl_me
aiscussion of yesterday; and we find ourselves back agaln
with the same ambition and the same desire to be useful
to our fellow-citizens and to serve the interests of the
City.

The members of the Council may differ on oer.'tain ma}t-
ers under discussion, but I do not think it is in the in-
terest of the City that a systematic opposition should be
formed. The civic power is not represented by a special
party; it is represented by men, and, regardless of the
political or religious belief of the Mayor, or of any Alder-
man, the members of the City Council, who have always
proved themselves worthy of the consideration and'gratl-
tude of their fellow-citizens, should be deserving in the
same degree as any other Aldermen.

This “bonne entente” isall the more necessary at the pre-
sent time, when the Council must find a solution to sev-
eral problems of the utmost importance, and execute ex-
tensive public works. You have already been made ac-
quainted with some of these works, but there are ot'her
matters which will command our undivided attention.
Among them ‘is the improvement of the condition of t_he
laboring classes, who suffer hardship through the in-
crease in the cost of living. You must also study the
question of the establishment of a Board of Control, and
ascertain in what form the same might render phe best
service to the City. There is also the work gf improve-
ment to the Water Works, the laying of wires 1‘1nrde‘r—
ground, the abolition of level crossings, the increase in the
police and fire brigades, the enlargement of our pul}lic
parks, the establishment of new hospitals, ‘the.m'spuectmn
of large public buildings and lastly, the lowering of the
prices for gas and electricity.

As you may wsee, the task before the Council is by no
means @a light one, but I feel confident that the Council
will not shirk its responsibility in the premises, and will
find a practical solution for all these problems.

Inasmuch as some of the matters I have just mentioned
will necessitate the expenditure of large sums of money,



