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MANITOB3A UNIVERSITY.

We learn frutt a recent editorial in the Manitoba Free Press that
there is an agitation in progress in the Prairie Province in favour
of increased graduate representation on the senate of the University
of Manitoba. The present state of affairs is thus briefly stated:

"'The graduates at present have but three representatives, while
the three denominational colteges and the medical coilege have
seven each. That is, there are 28 representatives of the executives
of the colleges against three representatives of the graduates. As
a matter of fact the graduates cannot be said to have three repre-
sentatives, for one of them is a' professor in one of the colleges.
The trutb is, the graduate representation is almost entirely lost
owing te the influence of the colleges. Convocation is practical]y
unheard at the University Council Board. "

The case of Manitoba University is analogous, as the writer of the
editorial points Out, to that of our own University six or seven years
ago, when the Senate held Star-Chamber meetings, and contrclled
everythlng in secret, when graduates and students Ilknew nothing
cf the conduct of the University" and were Ildiscouraged from
taking any interest in it," and being on this account Il uîterly ignor-
ant cf the constitution of their University, of ils history, of its
objects, cf its capabilities, of ils financiai position, of everything in
connection with it."

The editorial refers te the revolution which was cffccted in the
constitution cf the University cf Toronto, by the provision for the
larger representation cf convocation uipon the senate ; te the mar-
veilous change for the hetter and the increased prosperity cf the
university in consequence cf the wise change, and truthfully says
that Ilthe University prospers as neyer before," and that il Ilpro-
gressed more in five years than it had ever progressed formerly in
thirty."1

The University cf Manitoba will do well te consider this question
carefully in the light cf the past experience cf eider and even mure
conservative institutions than herstif. If she is wise she will de-
liherate mcst earnestiy before she decides te reject tHe application
cf ber graduates for increased representation upon the Council.
The effect cf a refusai te acknowledge and carry eut Ibis practical
principle would be disastrous in the highest degree te the y,,ung
University cf Manitoba. It wouîd tend te alieDate those who
shouid be, and who naturalîy would be, ber warmest and most
f iithful allies. The result wouid be the samne ýs in the case cf the
University cf Toronto-the ioss cf a great source cf strength and
power. It would check the growth cf that true university spirit,
that esprit de corps, which only in a very smail me'îsure is as yet
being re-awakened and developed amcngst cur graduates in Ibis
province, and for the Iack cf which we have suffered 50 much and so
grievously in the past. The University of Manitoba cannot afford
te try experiments which have yielded such unsatisfactory resuits
elsewhere ; she canne afford te lose any possible element
of strength, or convert, by want cf prudence and fcresight, a
naturaily loyal and enthusiastic body cf supporters int a Iukewarm
and indifférent if not cpeniy hostile party. She will do well also,
if she draws te ber side the alumni cf other and eider universities
who are domiciied within reach cf ber immediate influence, whose
experience and training naturaily predispose themn te join with ber
and kecp alive their interest in university matters. The control cf
the affairs cf any university may be safely, and, indeed, should

be principaily iefî in the hands cf the alumni. The un0d"e
predominance cf any sort cf exclusive control should be carefuflY
guardeci against, and especiaiiy in the endeavour te found, in a new
and Progressive province, a university that shall be truly natOsl'
unsectarian. and representative.

HARVARD AND THE SECONDARY SCHOOLS. a el hFor years punsî the characteristic policy cf Harvard bahb, tl
elevation eftitnivc-t-sity and seccndary educatien inth
Stes Thnu s feature always receives a great deal oattento

th nulreports cf the President cf Harvard College. The one6
beforeus, that fer 1886-87, is ne exception te the rule in this respct
The departments cf study te which the exercise cf this wfise POUC'Y
bas been directed recently, are :English, Latin, Greek, O
Physics. Il For thirteen years," President Eliot teillsuesy0
lege Faculty have heen trying t0 promote the seriou5sîuYo
English in the secondary schools."1 The good example thcf el
bas had, since 1879, the cordial and practical approvai Of itherest
majority of New England Colleges, whose " co-Operativ 'e î
is now exerted in one common method in favor of the serîolus 5

of English in Schools." In addition te the requirenment cf i

concernirig the correction cf bad English, and the increaset
amount of prescribed reading, this was added: IlThe Passager
for translation," (we presune in the different ancient and f'
languages) Ilmust be rendered into simple and idiomatIc n
Teachers are requested bo insist on the use cf gcod ,,gIý b

essential part ef the candidate's training in transatioO,
cf Harvard and the other New Engiand Colleges inthsdrc'o
but adds, pathetically, Ilthe history ef the introduction and gra t]l

development cf this requirement in Engiish since 1874 1 he
illustrates the slow and patient process by which even h 0,
obvius imrvmnsin education have to be breugbî aboutc

the ndWith regard to the improvements brought about ifl- tructiffi
teaching Latin and Greek-, the President says that the in' giviog
now given at Harvard in Classics "bas been dircue l ,e

command over the languages, rather than te 5ecuringlo I
of certain pieces cf Latin and Greek ; and the ordinary e 01
tiens and the honcur examinations have relied more and 'not
readiug at -sight." President Eliot, whl ditnewhas5îC
more years will be required before the full effecb cf the cf% 'b
can ho realized, states that "from, ten te ffteen Per cent*o her

Freshmen who eiect Latin can already read ordinary Pros 10b
abiy well ; and the same is true, mulatis lnut-'ds, of aI' Ive
elect Greek-a thing unheard cf; and net even aieat 6-871
years ago." Aise, the attainments cf these whe 10 a8 ere
cbtained honours in Classics at the end cf their second Yi9
as high as the attainments cf those who received hntlr th Ir

the whele gradeouf the wr hnurateuation ten years ago,-a fact which amply bears Oure
that " h hl rd fteCleewr nteCiassics lB
fore liffed." reine'al t for

A change bas aise been made in the scientific re i be as
admission te Harvard. Heretofore, what ,e may beSt enhriî1>'q
"lbock -knowledge" cf the rudiments cf botany, phYsîcs'eiit, ad
etc., were ahl that was required. The authorities iiOw PIry worIt
iudeed very strougly encourage practical and experiulentaojote
as an option, and are hopeful that this latter mnethc .a ceIl
and ' really introduce instruction in experimental scieP-ee 00d
some schools."1 The results cf examinatichis in descrPtvC aUit

experiînental science respectiveiy, are apparentlY 5uch te15P
the authorities in regarding the prospect cf the immnedia t' 

larity and utimate supremacy f the latter systerm as Most5 sais

In reference te what we have termed Harvardof chraîrs f
policy. tbe most pieasing fact is the cordial co.OPleraîîol ccils
the New Engiand coîleges in ail matterS reaig 10t'.c"Iee

cf seccndary schools and the requirernents for admissot OllegO
Asth rpot f as yar toduth1flenNwEgland adoîieg

nnited in the creation cf aCommission on requirernieIcaIor t
sien, "lin the expectation that a regular medium f ce nillotb
between the preparatory schools and the cehlege, woeld

other." Very excellent results have issued froibCwr ft t
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