
MÂSCH 2Oth, 1S91. i THlE WE1VK.

former or the latter preponderate. The reasans for my
6troug belief that we wili gyain more than we ls I proceed
ta give.

It is alieged that the attention and services of the
staff wili be diverteti fromn the pupils ta the teachers in
traiuing. There in nfi reasan wby this sbauld be 80

during class haurs. The presence of the latter as spectatars
rfaY be for a little white a sightiy disturbing stement-
haw long witt dspend largety on the teacher of the tiepart-
'lient, but during the class work they get fia attention
fOam the ciass teacher. He bas conferrsd witb tbem

eÎ and as ta the way in wbichbhis subject is ta be
deatt witb, giving thsm an outline of the pracedure he is
gaîng toa atopt, and of the reasons wbicb justify it. Hes
witl confer witb them afterwards as ta, the way in wlâicb
bis subject bas been tisait with, and witl account ta tbem
for any tiepartures f ram his pre-arranged plan wbich they
ray have noticed or ta whicb he may cali their attentian.

Just bere cames in the censure ta yaur awn remark as
ta the utiiity of tis opportunity for observation ta the
teacher in traiuing. Wben be was at school himself bis
facuties were ail directed ta gettiug up work for examin-
atian, and methotis attracted littie of bis attention. Naw
he is famiiar witb tbe work, and bis attention is caucen-
trateti on the interchange of thought between teacher and
Pupils. 1 need hartity add tbat in my belief he witi ses
In aur schoois better methatis tban he bas observeti in
8otoe other places, if nat in ail, and if any of aur teachers
are Practising defective metbods tbey wili soan be forceti
uimier this system ta abandon such as are intefensibie.

At this point we came face ta face witb tbe important
fact that for aur awu teachers this training instituts work
'ilI be at once an inspiration, an impulse, and a discipline.

The best and most earnest teachers are apt ta get into
grooves, and nothing caulti be better adopteti for getting
tbem out than the inevitable necessity of iooking inta
their own methods witb a view ta explaining tbem ta
Others and tefendiug them against objections. With gaod
OPportunities for arriving at an intelligent opinion an this
Pint 1 make bald ta say that aur teachers wili rapitly
and greatly imprave under the system, andt îat if tbey do
Rlot they witt have ta maire way for others. And if the
t eachers become nmore expert the pupits wilt benefit by the
îrnpravement.

lu camparison wtb this ativantage the sigbt derange-
uent of the scboots, caused by the influx af teachers in
training, sinks into insignificance, and moreover it wilt be
very sigbt. No " raw studets " witl be aliowed ta Iltry
their prentice bauds " on the pupils. The teaubers in
training wilt be weil educated men andi womeu, graduates
Of uuiâersities or experiencet public scbool teachers.
They wilbave speut sametime studying the bistory andi
theory af education in the School of Pedagogy before tbey
begin their attentance at our institutes, and their theoreticai
training wilt go on step by step with their practicai obser-
vations. Not tilt they have been at bath kinds of work
for a langer or shorter time witl they be aiiowedtot teacb
a, Class at ahl, and then ouiy after explaining tlîeir metbad
hefareband. Their clans opprtuities wilt be sa few and
theY witi be distributed thraugb the school in sucb smal
graups that the disadvantage of their presence will be
reduced ta a minimum, wbite year by year the advautages
direct and indirect will go on increasitig. At least that is
the betlief wbich induced same, if nat aIl, of the members
of the Board, after careful and auxiaus consideration, ta
support the scheme. Whm. HousroN.

Toronto,.Marclhi!,, 1891.

A CANAVIAN NATIONAL. LEAOUE.

7'O Ille Edilor ofai Tn E FEK

SR,-A short tUnie ago, as you may remember, 1 madie
l~suggestion in your columns that a Canatian national

tPague sbould be farmed, the abject of wbich woutd be ta
fUrther the nationhoot of Cauada and pramote the inter-
'nts of aur country. At tbe time the scbeme was poob
Paobeti as bcing totally unuecessary. Canadian sentiment
'Il the subject of annexation, we were assured, was per-
fctîy aatisfactory. "~The mer'î cositeratian of sucb a

'ege"the Ottawa Evening Journal said, Ilwaulti be an
arnssion that there is danger of political union witb the
8tates, anti such an admission woutt be an uutrutb." 1
think the last electian bas been a strange comment upon
%Uh statements. Canatian sentiment an this subject is
'lot satisfactary. 1 tbink it is mucb mare soidiy opposed
to annexatian than Americans, wbo anly jutige from the
'Irerical results of tbe eiection, may be led ta infer ; but
't i not satisfactary yst. t wiil nat be 80 untit every

%Uan woman anti chitti in the Dominion will be content ta
Wait, and work patiently, anti, if necessary, even make
4%crifices in order ta preserve aur present position ; not
O1t of a sentimental love of Eugant-tbaugh that is a
81i.Oyg feeling with me-but for the sake of Canada.

* l4 eat as the privilege is of being an integrai part of tbe
4%!adest empire the worlti bas ever seen, we, as Canatians,
IRtISt not forget that tbe welfare of aur native ]aud must
e'l'le firat. Any other poiicy woutd not only be distoyal

ao ur country, but distayal ta tbe best interests of tbe
!81itiah Empire ; for the secret of Engiand's success as a
eolonizing pow er lies in the fact tbat she atiowsb er col-

108 esta do wbat tbey please, anti that ber colonies do it.
tnan wbo builtis a bouse for bimsesf wilt, generalty

ePeaking, be mare careful about its construction than a
1IRanO wha builtis a bouse for some anseebse. A calony

wbicb labours ta exait itsetf into a nation wilt become ai
wortbier dependency of the Crown than ans which is con-
tent neyer to hope ta be anything but a dependency. We
must not be in a hurry, we must wait. Maturity will
corne in time. One day we shait be able to look the
States in the face and meet on equal terms. Every day,
I believe, brings us nearer ta the federation, not only of
the Empire, but of the whote Anglo-Saxon race, wben the
world shahl be clasped in Euglish arms and speak in Eng-
lisb speech. Shoulti ws at any tinie be mean.spirited
enougb to allow ourselves to be swallowed up by the
hydra-beaded nation to the south, our action witl retard
not promots such a consummation, and ws shall have no
share in the glory. Surely, then, it cannot be out of sea-
son to urge again the formation of a Canadian national
league on tbe lunes 1 bave propossd, and to ask you, Mr.
Editor, for your counsel and assistance in the matter.
Now tbat the suspense of the elections is over, it is altmost
with the joy of a captive who bas regainsd his liberty
that 1 go back to my long winter drives through the for-
ests of this gtorious country and know that it is stilt ours
-stilt Canada's-and flot simply the balf-dsspised back-
woods possession of the Il iltion-footeti " mob which kicks
in and kicks out the ever-changiug tenants of the White
flouse at Washington. Ires, Canada has been saved this
time, but the cry goes up, Il How long?1

Druntmondville, P. Q. FREDERI'K GEORGE SCOTT.

P.S.-It may be welt to restate tbe principles of the
proposed Canadian national league. Mr. Lighthalt bad,
unknown to me, started something of the kind befors I
wrote my first letter, but I do not know the Ues ou which
be is working. My suggestion was:-

1. That a C.N.L. shoutd be formed with male and
female members, the object of which would be to develop
the national idea, and exteud the knowledge of our
resources, our literature, our history ; to erect public
monuments, and to bave, annually, public dinners at which
our political leaders could speak.

2. Tbat eutrance to such a league should involve the
signiug of paper, pledgiug the signer to work in the inter.
ests of the natiouhood of Canada, specialty as against
aunexation.

3. The sinaît subscriptiou fee wauld pay for cbeap
tracts, and perhaps a periodical devoted to Canadian
intsrests.

4. A smalt badge siîoutd bc woru by the menîbers as a
means of rscoguizing one another, and there should bce
branches of tbe C.N.L. in EnIgtaud andi the States.

SON GS O0F THE SEI.

'1'> imii,, chtt inithe loave of Nattît , hoddc
Ctoim mtmonwtlilier v'isiie forîtî,s, hic 4Jeal<
A cari ttp lamgage.

T0no part of Nature's wide Jonain can these words of
Bryaut's lie more truthfutty apptied than to the sea,

anti in nio literature bas the Ilvarious language " wbich it
speaks been interpreteti into grander verse than in the
titerature of the English tangue. How vividly some of
our English sea-songs call up memories of the ocean in its
intinitety-varying aspects.

Suppose yourself, geutie reader- 1. ike that olti epithet
by wbich writers conjure into their mîagic circle the
readers tbey love-suppose yourself off for a saul on a
bright summer's afternoon. The winti is btowing almnost
a gaie, anti there i; a voice in it whicb prophesies ramn on
the morrow. But that tiark bank of cloutis at the south-
west is stiti a day off', and there is yet nat a cloud ta
obscure the brightness of the sun.

Landtianti cea

(hve theinselvas tilt t jt)tity.

Duti care is tiriven away, or rather we Iee front it, for we
1sf t its sbadow on the wbarf, as we saited merrily down
the harbour, and every bound of aur boat fram wave ta
wave leaves it fartber anti farther behinti us. Soon we
round the outmost cape, and yield ourselves up ta the glad
sense of freedom, whicb the broadening view awakens
within us. Wbile the cbanging waves, parteti by the'
praw, rush swiftly alangsitie, andi foam out behinti, anti an
occasional ans breaking over the bow gives us a taste of
the saît sea spray, what better sang is there in any language
for such a tiîne than thîs one :

A wet cheet amîd a flowiîg ca
A wind thiat follocv fast,

Atîd fills thea white and rustling tait
And ben&dthte galiant inast,-

Anti bande the galiantt ast, mîîy hoys,
White like the eagie free,

Acvay the good ehip files, antd icac'c-
Old Fnglandl on the les.

0) for a soft amnd gemtie cimîd
1 heard a fair onue cry ;

But give to Ille the suoring hreeze
And white wave4 heaving higî,-

And cwhite cavec heacing highî, nu',' bys,
Thie gond cblp tiglît and free;

The worltl of waters la our hotme
And înerry men are we.

There'c teîîîpast ini yon horned itotmn,
And ightning lu von cloud;

Anîd hark the iriusic, marinars;
The wind le piping Ioud,-

The wind le pipimîg tond, my boys,
Thie ightning fiashiug freea;

But the holtow oak or 1ahaca is,
Our heritage the sea.

There is a sang hy Barry Cornwall, wbich bas sung

itself into my memory, and always cornes up at such a
time, beginning,

The cea, the sea, the open cea,
The bline, the fre8h, the ever free.

And yet 1 read some time ago that the author was so sub-
ject to sea sickness that he -ould not stand the voyage
across the Ilnarrow sea " fromu England to France. So
that the verse,

1 love, 0 httcv1 love to ride
On the berce, fouining, bursting titte,

Where every mai ave drownc the moion,
And whisïles aloft it'< temnpest tune,

must be taken as telling what he would love to do were it
not for sea-sickness. What a pity when hie bas written
us such a splendid song he could not enJoy forîning onîe of
our company !

But there is littie brightness in sea or ]and or sky at
the close of such a day. We sait back as the siun goes
down behind the watery clouds. Ail the light bas gone
from sea and shores. The duil roar of the breakers seems
to fi11 the heavy evening air. The white foam tuies up
over the bar at the harbour's mouth as we sail quickly in.
How different the language the sea speaka to us now.
Kingsey's IlTbree Fishers " speaka aur thoughts for us.

Three fichers went sailing ont into the weatt,
Ont into the west as the sunnvent clown;

Each thought of the woinan whio toved hlmn the bct,
And the children stood watching theinionttof the town

l'or men miust work, and wornen inuait weep,
Andi there's littie to earn, and inany to keep),

Though the harb7our ha înoaning.

The sad voice of the sea at evening bas been translated,
yet more truthfully into verse in bis other song of the
"Poor Fisher Folk."

0 Mary, go and cati the cattle home,
And cati the cattle homne.

And cati the cattia homne,
Acrosm the sands o'D1ee!

The western wind cvas wit anid ait], i' foain,
And ail atone went cite.

The craeptng tide caine ni) along the candl,
And o'ransd o'er the sand,

And round and round the iand,
As far as eye could see;

'l'lie blinding inist <aine d own and hiti the land
Andi neyer hoine caîiie she.

0, i4 it weed, or ficli, otilotating liair,
A tracs ' goldent liair,--

Abtîve the mnets at cea ?
Was neyer salion yet that shotna co fait-

Ainoîig the stakes of Dee.

'Ihey rowed lier lu acrocc the rolliiîg fîtaîti,
Trhe cruel crawling foamît,

The cruel hîîngry foani,
To lier grave besida tîhe cea

Blut stiti the boatinen hear hem' cati the cattle htomîe
Acrumsctlîe antis of D ee.

Byron's farewell ta, England in "lChîlde H{arold" bas
the saine mournful melody,

Adieu, Adieu!mîîy native shore
Multes îî'r the waters Mîue;
Tite nigiît-winde csigh, the hrettkeic tîtar,
And shrieks the wjlît sea-înew.
Yon 4nn tlat sets upon the cea
We fohtttw in lus fi igît;
F"arewvelt a white to hîni and thice,
My native land, good îight!

For wîer-songs (the "lspirit of our fathers »> yet Nurvives
in us) we have that spirited naval ode of Campbell's,

Va INarimer, ttf Exglamîti

worthy of the nation tbat is Il Mistresa of the seas,<î and
bis stirring lyrica of naval victories, which have been sung
by British seamen to the ierce accompaniment of the
Ilrusbing battie-boît f rom the three-decker out of the
faam." What one of the niany thougbts which the ocean
lias power to arouse in the minds of men bas not found
true expression in English song ?-The Dalhousie Ga<zet te.

ABOUT A.D. 1215, the Countess of Anjou paid two
hundred abeep, five quarters of wheat, and the sanie
quantity of rye, for a volume of Sermons-so scarce and
dear were books at that time ; and aithougli the Countess
mîght in this case have possibly been imposed upon, we
have it, on Mr. Gibbon's authority, that the valtie of
manuscript copies of the Bibis, for the use of the monks
and ctergy, commonly was from four to five hundred
crowns at Paris, which, according to the relative value of
nîioney ab that time and now, coutd not, at the mnost
moderate calculation, be tess than as many pounds sterling
in the present day.

THE fact that Easter fatis on a very eariy date tbis
year (March 29), bas caused a Ilfriend of fact and figures"
to coltect same curious statistics. In 1883, ho says, Easter
fell on March 25, and it wili anly once again this century,
namely, in 1894, fali on so eariy a date. In thîe three
following centuries it will occur only eigbt times on the
saine date, namely, in 1951, 2035, 2046, 2057, 2103, 2114,
2125 and 2198. The eariiest date on wbich Easter can
fait is on Marcb 22, and this anly in case the moon is fuit
on Marcb 21, when this date bappons to fail on Saturday.
This combination of cireumistances is extremely rare; it
occurred in 1390, 1761 and 1817, and wilt happen again
in 1990, 2076 and 2114, while during the tbree foliowing
centuries it is flot once Ilon the books " at this early date.
On the other band, Easter neyer faits Iater than April
25; this was the case in 1666, 1734 and 1886, and wilI
onty happen once in the next century, namely, in 1943.-
Pali Mal Gazette.
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