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Unuted
States.

BatIships.................... 8
Coast Jerclicc vessels ........... 20
Armored cruisers.............. 2
Protccîed cruisers....... ...... 13
Cruisers ..................... 2
Gun vesses ................... 27
Torpedo vessels .,.............. 1

Total vesseis ............... 8
Torpedo boats ................. 9

Grand total................90o

Great
Iltitain.

6o
1 1

29

71
92
10

34

316
251

England bas increased tbe personnel
of hier navy each year since 1891-92,
mîaking the total force now 88,95o, an
increase of 17,850 men in four vears.
The total force of officers and imen in the
xiavy of the United States is 13,400, ini-
cluding marines, and wlicn the Secretary
of the Navy ask<ed for 2,ooo more menî to
mani the new ships the Fîfty-third Con-
gress cut hirm dowvn one-haîf. These
figures are taken froinithe last annual
report of the Secretary of the Navy.

mmb i

Col,. POWELL SIJPAIANNUATEU.

At moment of going 10 press the fol-
lowing despatch has been received from
our Ottawa correspondent:

" I is stated bere on good authority,
but flot confirrned, that Col. Walter
Powell, Adjuttant-General, is 10 be super-
annuated and succeeded by Lietit.-Col.
Aylmer, and Major 1). C. Bliss to Le
Assistant Adjutant GeneraU"

Mekm

CORRESPONDENCE.

Qui i Ec, i6tlîi)December, î895.
To thce diior olCANAi>IA NIMILI-rAttv GAzaTitI'

RE' :-flII CANAIIIAN M.\11ITAi<V VALISE
1EQu i PM .' 1x

DEAR Siiz,--Having biad an opport-
unity of thoroughly inspecting the Cana-
dian Mîlitary Valise Equipuient which
wvas invented by Mr. Patrick Lewis, of
the Military Stores Department, Qtiebec,
and believing a description of the sanie
will prove of interest tb the readers of the
CANADIAN MII.X\V G 1:'îE, take
pleasure n submittimîg lhrewith a general
description of the equipnient with a few
renîarks appertainîng to the sanie.

It îîîay be described as follows
The stindry pouch contains ai. sniîall

articles reciuired by (lie soldier, such as
pipe anîd tobacco, matches, knif'e and
fork, spoon, needles, thread, buttons,
pins, scissors, -bandages, stickin- plaster,
etc.

The ammunition carriers contarn 45
rounds, and can be easily got ai when the
soldier is lyîng down.

'l'lie ainniunition pouch contains 100
rouinds, and is jointlv carrîed by brades
and wast-belt. It can be exchianged
witli tbe great-coat and carricd on the
back if rcquired. If more aninunition is
rcquired the sundry pouich will carry (Oo
rounds, making in ail 2o5 rouinds.

The water boule contains 1 1' pints of
filtered water.

The equipiiient as above, witîh great-
coat, mess tin, haversack, 145 rouinds of
ammutnition with %vater boule (nil, weighs
only 22 lbs., witlî the extra (o rouinds of
aniniunition it neiglis :!6 lbs.

The v'alise, whien carried, nias' bequtick-
ly thrown off. stili leaving voti a!l the amn-
iimniti on.

TIhis equtiprnie:ît does away with the
necessity of the soldier's relying upofl the
assistance of a cortrade to dress, and no
part of it can easily be inislaid or go as-
tray in camp or in an einergency as the
whole is connected with the waist-belt,

Our M ilitia Force to be effective sbould
be properly armed and equipped to ena-
ble them to take the field in a compara.
tively short time and in a condition to
ensure the best resuits in their favour,
which cannot be attaincd unlcss efforts
are made to place them il)ofl an equal if
flot uipon a superior footing to any Force
witl i ~ch they may in the course of
ever.îs be called uipon to face. It is well
known that the ams and equipment at
present in use are as a rule antîquated
and to a great extent useless. As re-
gards the former, action hias been taken
to obtain an arm superior to any now in
use here, and further steps wilI doubtless
be taken in the sanie direction, but as re-
gards the equipmeîît no action appears to
have been taken with a view of its zim-
provement. From the above description
of MVr. Lewis's equipment it can be read-
ily understood that it possesses advant.
ages which are superior to the ones now
in uise and having been thoroughly look-
ed into by sucîx authorities as Mý,ajor-
(;eneral 1. J. C. Herbert, late G. 0. Corn-
nxandiîîg the M1ilitia and hy his suiCcessor
Major-.Generatl Gascoigne and hy Lieut.
Colonel C. E. Montizanibert of the Royal
Canadian Ardieî, a of whomn have
expressed ibemselves as perfectly satis-
fied with its general advantages, it 110w
remains with the Departîment of Militia
and Defence, to take the mnalter in band
and give tbeequipinent a proper test, by
putting a certain numiber int use.
Should the resuits prove saîisfactory and
in accordarice with the dlaimis of the
ir.ventor the Canadian Mdîîtiawvould upon
its adoption int general use find them-
selvei equipped superior bo any other
force

The equipmenî 1possesses aniong other
advantages miat of strength, siirnplic;ty
and caraclity. It is quickly and easily
put on and remioved, ensuires the solder
being able to îurn out at a moments
notice, with ail hie requires to take in the
field. The chance of forgetting part of
lus necessaries is remnoved. as ir. putting
on the valise he at thc sainîe lime takzes
mbt uise the ammunition, liaversack,
water botule, suppleinentary 1ouch etc.
l'le arrmunition is so placed as to be
ready for immediate use and docs flot in-
terfère wiîl the miovemients of the ritle, the
chance of loss of arinmunition is also re-
mloved. The water boule ;s ai hiand and
can be easily removed and replaced and
being provîded wiflî a filter ensureswater
fit for tire. hI addition to the bove
there are several advantages in favour of
this tquiipiiucmît and for the good of the
service it is hoped the departirent m-111
take necessary sîeps io give it a fair trial
with a view to us adopiion. It is need-
less to stale that Mr. Lewvis lias given the
miatrevery attentionand beingthorougIî-
ly experience(l in the requirenients of a

soldier he shotuld be given an opportunity
to give bis invention a thorough test and
if found favourable it shoud in the negr
future be issued to tie Militia force.

1 have the honoua to be, Sir,
Your ohedient servant,
ERNEST F. WURTELE,

Captain, retired list.

A Toronto Church Parade.
'la the Editor OfCANADî,AN MILIIARY GAzEriTiB:

Dr)v.\i, Sii,,-Cliancing to be ini Toron-
to on 3rd November last 1 saw the bri-
gade church parade, a splendid turn ot,
but it was slighîly nîarred by thie appear-
ance of an individual marching in front of
one of the battalions wearing a kind of
nondescri Pt undress uniform, composed
of a peaked forage cap with gold band
and buttons, a presurnable arî,llery offi-
cer's patrol jacket, pants with broad red
strîpe, probably a sword. He could not
possibly be of any military rank, nor even
on the retired list, or he would have
known better than appear ai a full-dress
parade in suchi a rig out. As il vas a
Toronto church parade no onie but the
officers of the brigade, not even R. L.
officerb, could take part therein unless
specially invited. It inîsi have escaped
the D.A.G.>s notice, for be stirely would
flot have permîîîed any one falling in tit-
lessproperlydressed. A little light on ibis
subject, and who the distingué wvas, with
a view to future parades, would not be
amiss. F. I.

Ottawa, ),oth Nov., i8o;.

R. M.eC..College Notes.
Capt. G. S. Cartwrig'ht, Royal En-

gineers, upon completion of a tour of
service in the East htîdies, bas been
posteci to Chatham toir duty, to commiand
a depot conipany at the Sehool of Mili-
tary Engineering.

'There is an excellent photograpli of
Lieut. Duncan S. Macînnes, Royal En-
ginneers, in a recent issue of Plack tind
I'/éiik. '[bis yoting officer has been

speciallv selected for duty with the tele-
giaplh delaclimnent, Royal Erigineers, emî-
ployed in thie Ashantee expedition.

Gentleman Cadet J. W. Osborne bas
been comimssioned as 2nd Lieutenant in
the Scottiý;h Ritles. This makes the
fifth comminîssion awarded in i8o; to a
Kingston graduate. Hitherto a bhas
only been custonîary to grant four coi-
missions annually in the inîpermal forces,
the year 1894 being the first tinie that
five cadets were comniissioned in tie
Britmsh arny, as follows G. F. F. Os-
borne, Royal Engincers; V. L. Beer,

Roya Am!leî ;V. C. lieneker, Leinster
Rc~îî.iu ;j. j loull, Yorkshire Liglit

li îAau'i y; R. Il. M. Ni agee, Royal M un-

Capi. I lerbert Mlomîgomnery Caînpbeli
is dun dutv %wîth the Roy ai Horse
Ai îllt'ry ai. irkee, 'À.astIsh d:es. %We
indveuenly siated in a itcent isbue tiî
he wvas attached as a(jutant to a volur,-
tter Coirps, oici ror lîa.ng bc-en caused
by a simîilarity of tritials andmnines.


