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THE STORY OF A PIN.

(Cortinued.)

George entered tinidly icto this saoctuary,
and was ahont to address an attendant, wheu he
saw en‘er, from an 2djoining apartment, a hittle
fat man, whose physioguomy would have appear-
ed most vulgar, if his forchead and'eyes had not
oted much ntelligence and vivacity. ¢ He was
the High Priest of Fiora, and of Pomona also.?
He had his arms fitled with great buaches of the
rarest and freshest flowers. He might certainly
bave had these carried by the servant who f.ol-
Jowed lun with empty hands. But Le carried
them through love of them, as a father takes a
dear clnld from the arms of the nurse, to carry
and carress it himselt. Ie was smiing and
proud of his rich harvest. He made the cireuit
of the hall, distributing the flowers accprdmg 10
the intelligence and 1alent of s pupils. This
one bad only a bunch of periwnkles, that one
had a bouquet of camelias; all were sallxsﬁeﬁ.

¢ happy professor who reigned in this charm-
ing'rl?ingdg(gf £as the celebrated Bedoute, whose
inimitable avd ready talent has made an era in
simoh{ying the process of art, in refiang taste,
jo teaching a better apprectation of nature, 1n
propagating an attractive study, and 1 leav-
ing 1o his favorite puptls the secret of s magic
pencil.

I have said the happy professor—for he pum-
bered amoog his fiaest days those which be pass-
ed among his pupils, surrounded by the three
things winch he loved above all others : art, flow-
d, it most be said, the fair persons who

den

ers ao
car;e of themselves to group around the flow-
ers. .

Therefore, whea Redoubte had given to

audience, and had heard him upon
the subject of a picture winch Moosteur the
Baron Wollf earnestly desiced to have, he in-
sisted upon s gowng the round of the hall ; for
he kuew George Lo be a connoisseur, and be loved
to do bonor to this peerless c!a,ss. ' .

¢ What a lortunate contrast,” he said, with a
certain emphasis which was qatural to lum when
he was speaking oa his favorite subject.

He pointed out a narrow and elegant vase, out
ot which arose majestically a spleadid lily, from
the mudst of its long, lanceolated_leaves. A
bunch of clematis coming out of the vase, rassed
itself up to its pure chalice as if to embrace it ;
then twisting wsell, as if drunk with tius beauty
and fragrance, it fell languishing and exhausted,
and rolled itself w gracetul spirals at 1s foot,
where 1t remain extended. Redoute dwelt ia
contemplation before this sport of sature, In
which each figurante unfolded, the oae, its ma-
jestic beauty, the otber 1ts hght graze.

¢ Tt 15 very beautiful,’ said he.

He gave some advice to the lady who had
undertaken to re-produce Lhis happy group, and

o.
Pai-sleedfgund'upon another table a httle urn con-
taining a cameha, a rose and a petunia. They
were all of a pure white, which added richness
to the dark leaves of the camehia. He always
looked at the flowers before anything else.

¢« That is not easy,’ said be. .

Then leaning towards the young gir

in her work:
en§a]§t;d ;rl:m xnow -how the difference between
velvet, silk and gauze ?’

¢ ] believe I do, sir 3
him a fold of her robe;
showing a nibbon.

¢ Ah, well, you have made )
of paper. Now the camelia i3 velvet,
is sill, and the petunia gauze.’

And he was already away.

He seated bimself at another table, aqd
then they arose from all sides to discover his

cret. i
se‘r'iflhou have rosy fingers, said be,‘ and my
great fogert are like those of a peasant from
the Danube, and notwitbstanding you comne to

L)
seeHe took the brush, dipped 1t in clear water,
slightly touched ks palate, spread the brush upon
the white vellum, and then—they saw born and

" developed, like a miracle, 8 large bright “mal-
low with 1its cup of dark velvet. There was a
cry of admiration. '
"¢t is not more
And he-passed on.

Beforep reaching the next table, which was l:
little apart from the rest, bie- stopped and he
George by the arm. He pointed out_to him
u';ibn" this table a double ‘branch, .of coavolvulus,

George a short

} who was

here 1s silk,” and showed
¢ and here is velvety

your three flowers
the rose

difficult than that,’ said he.

which followed unrestraipedly the caprices of its.

ature,’and challenged admiration by its .great
;ri:é::%’e"d‘ and vtht;;c,ups. * The -_ar‘rogv-s.hlaped
leaves and “spiral’ tendrils Were grouped i the
most bappy MANDET. . s

.‘Next he called George to observe that
finished picture was taking th
all the freshness.of the model.
pointed out to him, with- a sigh 0
the young gwl who was a

.And finally, be
t intelligence,

the ii-
e Dest turo, and:bad:

bsorbed in her work.—-‘

He bad found a upion ofart, fowers and beauty ;
he remaied 1n coatemplation.

The person who was painting was leaning over
her vellum, too mach occupied with her model
and ber labor to see or to hear anything,

s That 1s a good picture,’ said Redoute, placing
himself, with George, before ber.

The young girl raised ber bead, and she disco-
vered then that in her eagerness, anumation, and
love of her work, a certain disorder had been
produced in her simple toilette. A light black
scarf, which was around her neck, had become
unfastened, She bad not remarked it at first,
for it was excessively warm, Ier shoulders and
a part of her bosom were thus found uncovered.
A virid blush immediately overspread Ler fare,
until then very pale, and she was greatly con-
fused, She drew back this rebellious scarf, and
appeared to be seeking for something,

¢ Take care, you are spoiling your picture ;'
cried the tnaster. ¢ You are searching for a pinj
ah, hold, bere is just the genlleman who carries
ope 1o his sleeve.

And be took out the pu. George hastily
snatched it from han, and gave it to the young
girl, after retaining it for some moments 1n his
fingers,

¢ Take care you keep it safe for me he said
to ber.

The young girl regarded him with an air of
astonishment, and smiliugly took the pin,

If the young artist had wot been so pretty,
George would not perhaps have noticed ber,
thaoks to his absent and sertous cbaracter. But
one of those chances which seldom occurs™ but
in romaaces, cane to captivate is whole at-
tention.

The splendor of her f{orebead, the nobleness

of her eyebrows, the sweetness of ber solt, dark,
eyes, plumed with black lashes, the fravkoess of

ber countenance, the nelaacholy of her expres-
sion all recalied to lum a loved image—the one
which had consoled and sustained him tn Lis bours
of discouragement. Doubtless, inagination had
added her illusions to this incidental remembrance
—but 1t was, to hiw, the living aod apimared
origmal of the ¢ Unhappivess’ ot Corregio, who
blusted and breathed before him.

Nothing was lackiog in the picture, neither the
pale star upou the torehead, represeated by =«
flowing eglantine whick a friend had slipped un-
notieed into her hair ; nor the black scarf foat-
ing from bLer white sheulders ; nor the fouquet of
large ¢ mourning-brides’ winch Redoute, by a
touching analogy, had thrown upon her table s
lus distribution of flawers.

Her bair, blacker than ebony, was gatheredap
with a certain carelessness, in an abuedant twist,
from which escaped sowe vigorous ringlets which
fell upon ber graceful neck. And there rematned
still a singulacity which drew the attention aed
fixed the thought: a thread of white baws, re-
sembliog a slender thread of quicksilver, was
like tke seal of suffertng smpriated upon the fore-
bead of this young girl.

The Unbappiness! what an attracting optical
effect! What a strange teeasure to be met by
this man whose beart was pure.

How foolish the calcufation for multiplying
fortuse by fortune, and for giving all to those
who lack nothing! How foolish the pleasures,
the vanities, the pretenstoas, the ambition of mak-
ing a figure!

His sole ambition was Lite ambition of conceal-
ing bimself, of loving, of coascliag, of serving, of
suffering.

Redoute drew George away, who remained as
if annibilated 1o this contemplation. And after
baving contemplated and enceuraged bis pupils
he re-conducted George, who again turned be-
fore gong ; and promised to come shortly to see
the picture by Vap Huysum, for which be was to
paint a companion piece for 1he gallery of Mon-
steur Wolff. :

Xil{.~—THE DEPARTURE.

George bastened to resume his work, which
had suffered some little in his absence.

That evenng the ladies were in the salon, dis-
coursing upon the events of the day.

¢ And our wager?’ ssid the Eoghish lady.

¢ T have lost it,’ said Madame Wolff, with a
blush. ©I was too basty. Hereare your 20
louis, my dear lady ; the poor will lose nothing
by 1t, and I confess myself vanqmshed.’

‘Madame Wolff kept berselt apart from the
rest, quite thoughtful, and saying that she was
uowell. Moosieur Wolft appeared excited and
uneasy, and every one of his glances seemed to
s wife a reproach. :

The English lady chatted, for ber part, with
ber friends. | L

¢ Can you. guess all the feelings.of our dear
Baroness? I believe she is too modest. -1 -am

about to return‘the money, for she has really:

wonit. Ouoly T'amafraid that beér - victory "has

cost ber more than she ‘was thinking.)” |

-".¢ What would.you say.??

curious femizine auditors, . ‘
¢ Ab ! do you see the radiant air of Monsieur

George? Now look at bis sleeve ; you will not

chimed in .g'chdtfajs: of

fiod there the least pin, and you will never see
it again 5 but it is not lost to all the world per-
haps.’

¢Is it true,” saud a young person, advancing
toward George, ¢ that you have renounced car-
rying that pin, which was never to leave you?

¢ I have lost it, Mademoiselle,) said George,
with a smile ; ©the charm is broken, and I am
now without defence against msfortune.’

¢ George,” said, in a loud tone, Mounsieur
Wolft, whp, unacquainted with these frivolous
conversations, seemed to be reading some papers
attenttvely ; © it 1s necessary to set out at ooce.
You bave a passport ; you will have 1t examined
at Havre; the American packet-boat leaves
to-morrow, The business is a serious one.—
TFollow me.’

These words, pronounced in the curt manner
which was habitual to Monsieur Wo!ll, and ths
sudden departure, caused some sensation in the
salon.  As for Madame Wolfl, she could no
langer control her emotion, and her consclence
leaving her to attribute to Lhe events of the day
what was perbaps but the effect of chance, and
the urgency of business, she fell fainting upon
the divan, where she was resting.

¢ T told you so,” said the Eaglish lady.

They pressed around the indisposed lady, and
Mademoiselle Borghese, always good and active,
conducted her to her chamber.

¢ My dear child,’ said Monsienr “Wolff, when
be was with George in bis office. ¢ you alone are
able to save us. You speak Luogli-n ike a citi-
zen of London; you are youny, .ctive. intelli-
gent ; go as quickly as possible.  Tne house of
Jackson, at Quebec, which bas given us such

: lively unreasiness, 1s aboul to declare isell bank-

I have certain and confidential advice in
the matter. Now all is not lost. If we arrive
in time we wiil secure ourselves. I have little
to explain to you: you know the whole business ;
read the bundle; here are your credentials.—
This pecket-book contains funds for your travel-
ling expenses. I give you full authority. if
you succeed, 1t is the beginning of your fortune,
for 1 must not,in that case, forget you. You
will receive ten per ceol. upon this account,
which cannot but be considerable; and do net
hesitate, lirey are able to pay. Here 15 a letter
to the Coasul, who will assist you i case of
need, You have my poser of atloraey, and
here 1s my carte dlanche for all the acquittan-
ces. (o,

He gave him still further explanations, then
embraced him, wishing bhim good luck, and re-
commending bim to wrie when he arrived in
New York, and before setting out for (Juebec.

XivV.—THE VGTAGE.

George had no cause to reproach himself ; &e
was cali and full of assurance. A journey to
America, for him who knew 50 well how to make
use of Dis eyes, was a piece of good fortune.—
The distance made no mpression upon him, it
was traversed so rapidly. The thought of daa-

er did not even preseat uself; his desire to
make himself of use, and to respond to an houner-
able confidence, gave lim so muclh energy.

George embarked, the next day, at Havre, or
board a maguficent steamer. The passage was
made quickly and fortanately. George did ndt
yield humself up wo that do-zothingness, so con-
mon among travellers, and which only seems to
make the tine drag more heavily.

He kept a journal; consigned to it a multi-
tude of observations ; admired the transforma-
tions which the coodition of the atmosphere un-
derwenl at sea, when it sometimes appeared
green and sombre, somelimes bright, golden and
phosphoresceat ; he watcbed the track of the
vessel ; gave an account of the force and power
of the machisery, which, in a time of calm, trac-
ed upon the waves a line as straight agd sure as
a railway track. He discoursed with the ma-
chimsts and officers; ascended to the deck to
watch a radiant suoset, or a starry might, when
he would give himselt up to reveries, in which
would sonetimes appear the image of the one
who wore upon her forehead 2 white flower like
a star, and whom he bad not forgotten,

At New York he presented letters of recom-
mendation at the bouses of friends, wrote to
Europe, and proceeded on his journey across the
country. He was then anticipatiog the success
of bis enterprise: and he reached Quebec quite
insensible to the nature of the country through
which he bad passed.

XV,—DIPLOMACY.

The day following his arrival, George p‘resent-*

rupt.

ed bimse!f at ao early hour in the counting-room

of the firm of Jackson & Co. He was assured
of the co-operation of a lewyer to whom he had
been recommeanded. ‘ L
¢ Gentlemen,’ said be, in pure Eogluh, ¢ T pre-
sent myself under the auspices of - mutual friends

in- New: York, whose letters I -now ‘hand to you. [

(In..commercial language, correspondents, are

called friends.) .. I have received 2 large fortune

from England, aod I wish for drafts upon Laver-

poof or Manchester, the value of which I will
furnish bere.’ : o

The partoers excbanged glances.

¢ The value in ready money 2  Certainly, sir ;
and what is the amount of these drafts 7

¢ Perbaps forty or fifty thousand dolfars.’

After consulting together, the partners re-
sponded :

¢ We can furmsh ffty thousand dollars at eight
days from sight, upon Davidson, the first Man-
chester house, who owes us more than that
amouat,?

¢ Very well, gentlemen,’ repled George, ¢you
will get ready itret amount to my order in seve-
ral coupons. I will go fetch the money, and
place it at your disposal,’

He proceed to determine the conditions of the
negotuation, and then took his leave.

He presently returned with the lawyer, who
bad been waziting for bim, and thus questioned
them.

¢ Gentlemen, you declare to me that the house
of Dividson owes you fifty thousand d.ilars,
which you will place n my bands, agamst a like
suin deposiled with yau.

¢ Tt is agreed to, sir)?

§ And you have po koowledze of any clawm
which touches tlns sum, and which would render
the drafts whieh youresign to me valueless n my
hands ¥’

¢ What would you say, sir!
pose—’ :

* I suppose nothing, gentlemen ; but here is 2
protest by the Louse of Wolll, of Paris, of which
you bave been duly notified, and wiich fordids
from Davidson all pagment of your account.—
Here is, moreover, all the detailed accounts of
the house of Wollf, to which you have been in-
debted for a long period, to the amount of
$44,775, includeng expenses of delay. The gen-
tleman who 1s wtth me, will te!l you the serious
inconvenience which it will occasion you, alter
having declared that the amount was disposable
at Manchester, if you do not accept the receipt
ot Monsteur Wolff, 1n exchange for dralts upon
Davidson.’

The lawyer calmly explained that 1t would be
a very serious affair for Messrs. Jackson & Co,,
as the case could be certified to by witnesses.—
They had prepared the dralts to the order of
George.  Tue protest of which they bad been
duly notified, rendered ‘bese drafts worthless 1o
any one bet the house of Wollfl, who alone could
clahin this money in pagment of bis debt; in con-
sequence the valuation set upon the drafls given
to George was frudulent, The crune wasa
flagrant oce.

The Messrs. Jackson attempted to debate
the matter, Presently, however, commg (o a
determination with all the dectsion of the Ame-
rican character, and fearing a stroke which would
hasten their ruin, they accepted the receipt of
Monmeur Wolff, gining exchange for drafts,
original and duplicate, to the order of the house
of Walét, upon Davidson, of Manchaster,

George went out with the attendant, whose
presence had been of such service to him. He
was, from that moment, entirely assured of the
full success of his difficult negotiation. Dawid-
son was an old correspondent of Monsieur
Wolfl, and had become luis friend. IEstablished
at Manchester, he it was who had advised Mon-
sieur Wolll ot the desperate state of the affairs
ot tbe firm of Jackson of Quebec, and of the
only means which remained for securing pay-
ment.

(veorge 1mmediately forwarded the origmal
drafts to Mounsieur Wolff, fully assured that they
would be paid at sight, siuce the funds were dis-
posable ; while he kept by him the duplicates of
the same drafls, to avoid ail accident.  All had
taken place, as he aaticipated ; and George,
who, notwithstanding his artlessness, was already
an experienced business man, bad given himselt
the perfectly legitimate and allowable pleasure
to an honest beart of laking a deceiver in bis
own toils. :

Some days later, the house declared itself
bankrupt, asd had it not been for George’s
promptoess of execution, all would have been
lost. :

After business, pleasure. George had still an
excursion to take io the country, to visit corres-
pondents al Mantreal, Kingston, Toronto, and
other cities which are springing up as if by en-
chantment, on this vigorous soil. In Lower
Canada, he found himself in a country which bad
preserved the memory of ber French orign, and
the religion and manpers of France, The fruit-
ful fields, covered with rich harvests, and shaded
with long lines of apple-trees, recalled to him
some of Lhe most beautiful places 1n Normandy.
Ta each willage, the cross-crowned spires of the
Catholic churchesand the solema pea of the bells,

Do you sup-

1ocreased this Wlusion, and deeply affected hym.

He sometimes eatered into these rustic temples,
to offec up'a prayer. for - his mother, and, perhaps,

for, that uoknown' friend,' He'crossed the great.
‘lakes upon (he - floating cities, .which American

packet-boats'are, ghdiog down rapids with the
intrepidity ot Americans, who consider danger as

nothing, ané tme everything.

He had read Chateaubriand, who has de-
scribed tlus couatry with all the charm and vigor
of Ins style. He found the country greatly
changed, thanks to so impatientta civilisation. :

Tlhere where Chateaubriand saw huts of
savages, and half-clad women, rockiog their 1n-
fants n hammocks of bind-weed, he found a
splendid city risen, crossed by railroads, graced-
with all the comforts of Europe, with ber
fashions, her journals, her pianos and her
whims.

At Montreal, beautiful ladies disployed the last
Paris fashions and fancies. Tn this country 20
new, where the arts are stifl in their infancy, for
they come after all the rest, he was much aston--
1shed at bewg introduced into the house of a pic--
ture-dealer.  Alas! what he saw there upan ex.-
hibition might well drive an amateur to despams.
Some lithographs, brillant with glowing colors,
blinded Inm ; and the speciniens of prctures
taken out as the trifling veatures of seamen, and
exporied to ihis Jattude, were not calculated
to give to the Canadians n high idea of our
artists.

He remarked, nevertheless, with interest, thox
coneeientious studies of some young painters-of-
toe country, and be could percerve famtly that
art was developing tself in s turn, and wowld -
spread its noble branches over this lertile ground .
which industry has already (ransformed. ©

The merchant explained to George that many-
ladies who had wisited France had taken to the -
practice of flower-pamting, and that it was im-
possible for him to procure them suitable copes.
He bad only a collection of old engravings from .
the Rue St. Jacques. George made a “bargam
with him for the execution and prompt forward-
iug of bouquets of flowers [rom nature ; and he:-
could not help thinking that this chauce would, .
perbaps, serve some artust, who, i Franey,
would less easily Gud employment for her wlenk.

His mission was ended. Ha hastened to reach
New York, whence the means of travel lo all
parts of the world are so easy ; and, after baviog
shil employed his time for the best iterests of .
Mansieur Wollt, he took passage upon the first
i steamer bound for Havre, Fifteen days after,
be alighted one morning before the mansion w.
the Chaussee d’Antin,

XY!l.——THE COMMISSION,

¢ Complete success,” cried Monsieur Wolf,
upon percetving him. ¢ The money is here and’
here is your well-earned share.? ’

Aud, putting in lus hand a pecket-book, which
cantained nat less than twenty-five bauk’ Dotes,
he cordially embraced hin. ’

‘ Youare an able negotiator,’ he said to bum
‘and you were just in time. Eight daps fater,
these funds at the disposition of the Dawdson,
house w~uid have been involved m the bank- -
ruptey, and that friend would not have been per-
mitted to reserve them for us. Now you must
rest; you bave need of lesure.  Your work must.
bave accumulated considerably durmng your ab-
sence, but we have made hecessary provision Tor
that. 1 will not see you for eight days,’

‘I will then g0 1o see my mother, whom I have
net visited for so long a time, exclaimed
Gearge. )

And, after having very earnestly made hiz-
ﬁzlg;rtciwledgmenls, he departed with a contented
_Our young traveler immediately to
riage {or the Jardin des Plames.y Ht::k :rr::::;
there 1n time for the class 1n painting, and it was.
net without turning pale, that he 3aw, at the first’
glance, that the only place which interested bim.
was vacaat, He required some confidence 10
enable Lim to address Redoute, who foved a joke-
and who laughbing!y said to him : ‘Doubtles{a it
18 as wo proxy of Monsieur Wolll, that you pre--
sent yourself here to-day. Am Inot richt 2 ana-
be conducted him into his cabinet. o
* To speak seriously,” said G
paper from his pucket-book,
ston which I have received
appears to me uoworthy of your tale 3
it is, perhaps, within thz prog’inde of ;:;u?-lrpapll?lgt
Andl confess. to you, that after havmg‘cmnpare(i-'
the efforts which you so kindly displaged to me-
the other day, the free and bold style of the per<
(s:-; :vhl;o ‘ls”atb;ent to-‘daIy appears more satisfact-

o all the rest, i

e ions | aw bold enough to ask.
¢ You have given proof of taste apd dige
ment, and I may ald that never could llrg‘.ﬁc'ﬁ;-
into bettelj bands. You will see two  gisters - ‘
wholly worthy of your respect. They . haye -
gee: recor.r;mindeddlo me by frinds, apd T shaip

e happy if the advice which" ‘can’ ”
servml;p{o them. hich you as{.{f.-a? ;be of
‘There wasstill a_guestion-
but.’}e lacked. courage. . . :. o
¢ You wouidfperhaps_:likezto koow wher- ; :
young:ladies ive 7’ said.Redoute, mis'chie:o::)si;?:‘
¢L.only know that they- are; of  St. Germain’-and:.
are called the, Mademoiselles: Duval, :/Th., ope .
whom you have seea is the youoger, and hamed), .

eorge, drawing a -
“ here 1s a commis-
In my travels, It

for George to ask,.

1 believe, Mademoiselle Jeaone. Eadeavor to. .
render them thus sernice. It may be Providepees.



