
S THE TRUR WITNESS AND CATHOLIT oHrOIm1â

A SPLENDID INSTITUTION
FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB BOYS.

An Account of this Grand Cathollo and
Benevolent Etabllshment: Its Ex-

terior and Interior Iiustrated,

About a mile and a half from Montreal'
at Mile End, with the front looking to-
wards the green verdure of the mountain
is the Catholic Boys' Daaft Mute institute,
under the direction of the Brothers of St.
Viator.

The main building is a large and im-
posing one of atone, fronted and shaded
by a row of beautiful green trees. At
one sidaeof the building there is a large
and well tended garden, and at the other
are the work-shops eof the institution, in
a separate red brick building, but con-
nected with the main edifice by a covered
bridge over the road.

Rmnging the bel] of the grand outrance
the interviewer is shown to a reception
room, wliere, as ho waits for the brother
who is to conduct bini over the building,
he notes the great cleanlinesa and neat-
nces peculiar to all Catholic institutions.
In one corner of the room on a pedestal
is a life-size bust of FatherChampagneur,
the founder of the Oider of St. Viator,
and in another stands a bust of Bishop
Bourget, the great patron of the institu-
tion; on the wall are t*pictures of the
last and present Popes ; and a large illu-
minated chart on which the names of
the studenta successful at the lst exam-
inations are neativ printed. From the
window one can obtain a lovely view of
the mountain and the surrounding
country.

In charge of one of the professors we
proceed to the clans room of the boys of
the French class who are in their third
y ear. This class is composed of ton boys
fromn the age of 12 to 15. Tne boys weret
all deaf and dumb, but their educations
bas so far progressed that they are now
able to speak, articulating their words
the same as another person. The pro -
fessor takes a piece of chalk and going
to the blackboard writes ir French-t
"What have you done this afternoon V"
immediai. ly 10 pei cilsbeginito write on
10 8iates with a seening feverish rapidity,
and a small boy jumps from bis place,
pleased at being the first to finish his
answer and presents a late on which is
written: "I played a game at ball
this afternoon." By this time nine
other boys are standing round, esc.
with an answer witten on his
slate. After ail the answers, some of
whiih were very anuming, had been
read, the profeFsor called a boy to read
fr. in a book. Tue professor thinks, and
rightly, thit this is the greatest triumph
of the institution. This same 12 year
old boy, who reads so intelligently, who
can recite and understand his catechism,
-who writes a diary f his daily actions,
wuuld, 50 years ag', prtbably have grown
up unable to spea.k, unable to read and
to write, unable even.to tbink intlli-
gently, a'nd with no knowiedge of God,
and ho woull have gone through lite a
burden to himself am to ail connected
with bim. Now, by nieans of thies and
kii dred institutions, ho grows up an in-
teligent, useful man, with a go>d sture
of general knowledge and a trade in his
firgers, whereby he may earn a good
lhvelihood for himself. Thus spoke the
good and kind teacher.

" When the boys firat enter our institu-t
tion," said the prefect of studies, «they(
are shown this large picture, with a hand1
drawn in all the positions necessary to
express the alphabet; we point to thei
drawing of a hand in the position of 'A,'
and make them understand the connec-
tion between the position of tlhe band
and the letter. As soon as a deaf mute
has grasped the idea that different posi-
tions of the hand mean different letters
ho ie made to write the leAters ontlie
black-board very carefully. When a
child fully understands that 24 particu-
lar positions of the hand can be repre-
sented by signe on the blackboard ho bas
made a great stride, for ho has learned
how to write and how to sign the alpha-
bet." .

The alphabet being well understood
the pupil is shown the picture of p. sim-
ple object, as a tree or a cow, and is
taught through the medium - of the
teacher's band to place together on the
blackboard the letters which spell the
word cow or tree.

The oye ie a great factor in the educa-
Lion o! deaf mutes, as they .can grasp the
mieaning o! an object shown Lo them on
a picture ina a few minutes, whereas, per-

haps, they would be houre learnirng the
same by any other method; as soon as
a pupil ha. lesrned.how to write« nouns
correctly he is taught to make simple
sentences by means of the eye.

Then after the boys Ihave mastered
simple sentences they are required to
write i diary of the daily happenings;
this is made up in leisure time.

The following is a specimen written by
a boy in the Brd year:-

I went to the farm, we brought back
8 bouquets of Milac. Mr. Masse (the
brother at the farm) sold 2 dozen bou-
quets of lilac, each bouquet cost 25
cents, I saw a carriage, I saw a lady buy
a bouquet of lilac for 25 cents. To.day
is Corpus Christi. Some among us
bought a fire cracker and made it go off.

DEAF IIU'IE INSTITo
To-day le Queen of England's seventy-1
five anniversary of birth. We saw aj
balloon. The balloon passed over ouri
school. Etc., etc.1

Dufing the Lime the pupils are learn-i
ing to write and read, they are being(
exercised in respiration, and those whomt
the brothers consider able are taught toi
articulate the vowel sounds, preparatoryj
to learning oral speech.,

About sixty per cent of deaf mutes cant
be taught to speak orally. The pupils aret
exercised every day in lip reading, and1
though no sound can ever penetrate to1

eagles, owls, pigeons, and many other.
In this room also there in a collection cf
coins on arevolving.atand; here too arés
modela of engines made by one of the
Brothers, plans of buildings, drawings by
the pupils, etc. r

In addition to all these objecte for the
mental education of the pupils there i .
the most important department oft the-
institution-the workshops. The ýshops
are fitted up with the latest appliances
and are not a toy feature, but are place«f
where good solid work is learned in easy
stages. There are shops for leaning the
trades of bootmaking, tailoring, car
pentering, printing, beokbinding and
painting; there are also classes at the
Outremont farm of the institute whe 0
boys who are farmers' sons, or who with

TE ERECTED IN 1878..
to become farmers may learn practical
agriculture. The scholars who have not
made their first Communion spend one
hour in the morning and one in the after-
noon learning the trade they themselves
or their relations have choien. After
the boys make their first Communion,
which generally takes place in their fith
year at school, they are apprenticed to a
trade and spend the day in the shops,
their evenings being employed in recrea-
tion and study. Al the clothes worn by
the boys, al the carpentering, all the
boots and all the books, are made cm

THE TAILOR SHOP.
their brain they are taught to carry on a
conversation so well that it is difficult to
believe that they are totally deaf.

Of ourae, owing to their want of hear-
ing, they are unable to modulate their
voices to any extent; met of them .ar-
ticulate, too, with a slight, not unpleas-
ant guttural sound, and the natural dif-
ferences in their voices is very marked ;
one will have a strident piercing voice
and another will be ingularly sweet.

The school rooms and class rooms of
the institute are on the second flat, and
are large and airy; the principal class
room is hung with pictures of simple
objecte. In cupboards round the walls
are instruction carda, one lot bearing
samples of grain, flour, wheat in the ear,
barley, peau, beans, etc. ; another bear-
ing samples and descriptions of knitting
wools in al colors. Among the many
other samples of articles are, different
kinds of leather, wood, ores, metals, coal,
sand, stone, different kinds of dry goods,
clothes, and scores of other articles.
Next to the school room is a museum,
including a natural history museum,
.with the names of the animals and their
qualities attached. Anong the animais
-and birds are monkeyp, weasels, rabbits,

the premiseî ; the books, too, are written
by the Brothers, and therefore are speci-
ally adapted to the wants of deaf mutes..

Of the shopa, one of the most interest-
ing is the bootm%,king shop. Herae nine
boys and young men are seated on com-
fortable stools hammering and, sewing
and cutting and measuring, and going
through all the other operations neces-
sary to the manufacture of a pair of
boots.

In the printing office, boys were set-
ting type and printing off copies of leaf-

olets with as much precision and alacrityas if they were in possession of ail theirfive senses..
The carpenters' and painters' shops

showed the same businass-like proceed-
ings, the carpenters' shop especially
being quite bustling. The Brothers say
that carpenter work is the favorite trade
among the boys. '

In the tailor shop, where nearly a
dozen apprentices were busily working
under the direction of a foreman, no dit-
ference couild be noticed between it and
the most flourishing professional estab-
lishment in the city, except, perhaps,
that it was rather more tidy than tailors'
shopa usually are, and it wa Ioftier and

more airy, and the view from its win-
dows was rather better than is generally
obyained frbm the interior of a city work-
'hop.

In addition to the .workshops the boys
have a large reoreation ground, with re-

ong hobby horses, a hand-ball alley,
tiant st-ides, and other appliances for

eir amusement during the hours of
recreation.

Theinstitute was founded in 1848 and
incorporated in 1874. The land on
which- the achool stands was donated by
Dr. Pierre Beaubien in the year 1849;
the building first erected was pulled
down and the present handsome edifice
built in 1878.

The institution was visited by Lord
Dufferin when Governor-General of
Canada, and in 1884 was visited by his
Excellence Dom , Henry Smeulders,
apostolic delegate to Canada. l 1889 a
fire destroyed the old workshops, and the
present commodious building was erect-
ed at great cosn a little while after.

The Brothers are very enthusiastic in
their work, and say that the boys are
quite as intelligent as other boys and
generally farmore anxious to learn.

Corporal punishment is never resorted
to in the school, as it i considered by the
Brother. te tend to develop stubbornness.
The only means used for the emulation
of the pupils are prizes and good conduct
marks.

Altogether, at the farn and at the
school, there are about 115 boys under
the direction of the Brother.; 80 of these
are scholars in the school, There are
about 30 Brothers under the juriediction
of Father Manseau. The work of the
pupils is excellent, and at the Paris ex-
position of 1878 the institution won a
tiret prize for an exhibit of the finest
work.

TEMPERANCE.

IMPORTANT MONTHLY CIRCULAR FRoM THE
TOTAL ABSTINENCE UNION OF AMEBICA.

OFFICE GENERAL SECRETARY C. T. A. U. OF A
415 JWe 591 St., Neiu York

June 1, 1894. J
I beg to call your attention to the fact

that Sunday, June 24, the Feaat of the
Nativity of St. John the Baptiet, is the
Patronal Feast of the National Union.
It is the day, therefore, on which the
members of the National Union aie ex-
pected to approach the Sacraments and
go to C mmunion mu a body. The need
of infusing a religious element into tem-
perance wurk is more and more apparent,
for as total abstinence is a heroio form
of one of the great cardinal virtues, it
cannot be cultivated te.perfection uniless
there is a special divine assistance to
strengthen the weak and to infuse a
stronger courage into the stalwart.

The Catholic Total Abstinence Union
of America is a chosen body of picked
soldiery to whom the Lord has given a
great and noble work to do. Tbey are
to the Catholie body in aecondary sense
what the Religious Orders are ta the
Priesthood. We must, therefore, never
allow the religious aide of our movement
to be either weakened or to be crowded
into a secondary place by other phases.
In order, Lherefore, to keep up the re-
ligious aide, as the recurring years bring
round the feast of the great Sriptual
Total Abstainer, of whom our Lord bas
said "That greater than him no man was
born of woman," i is necessary ta give
the religious aide of our movement its
fullest approbation. This can be best

I done by the members of the Catholi
Total Abstinence Union of America ap-
proaching the Holy Table on the
Patronal Feat day. Let it then be un-
derstood in every society that an obliga-
tion arisingfrom past custom and present
expediency urges every society to see
that this commendable practice is car-
ried out this year particularly. It will
be a magnificent opportunity, in view of
the great progress we have in expecta-
dion, to pray to the Holy Spirit of God
to direct the energies of our movement
into the wisest channels and toaenlighten
the leaders to mark out the way to vic-
tory. It will, moreover, be a splendid
chance to show forth the strength of our
organization on its religious sid'. What
more beautiful sight than to witness this
vast army of sixty thousand pledged
total abstainers throughout the various
dioceses of the country at a certain hour
on the sane Sunday kneeling at the altar-
rail and praying for the succusi of the
cause T You are well aware thst the
Holy Xather ina a .rescript sent to the
former Convention of Indianapolia grants
a Plenary Indulgence ti ail, membe ç


