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~NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The arrival of the steamer Cunadian gives a
definite form to the rumors whicl reached us last
week from the Crimea. The report of an attack by
a corps of about 30,000 Russians on the right fiank

_ of the.Allies, is confirmed, as is also the discomfiture
of the Turks, and the capture of three redoubts.—
Teinforcements, however, rapidly arrived on the scene
of action, and the Russians were repulsed with great
slazghter—as was also a sally of about §,000 men
from Sebastopol. In the meantime the siege has
been progressing favorably. The attack on the sea
side had resulted in the silencing of the guns of the
Quarantine Fort, and of several other powerful batier-
jes. 'The loss on board the fleet was great. Of the
TEnglish—killed and wounded, 328—of the French—
216. The ships engaged were much cut up in their
hulls and spars. The bombardment from the land
side has been very effective ; the city was on fire in
several places, and most of the buildings were a heap
of ruins. The Russian vessels in port had sought
shelter from the storm, by creeping close in under
the walls, but would soon be accounted for satisfac-
torily. The speedy fall of Sebastopol is announced
as certain; the defences are spoken of as destroyed,
and the fire of the besiegers is so ciose and hot that it
is impossible for an enemy to show bimself without
being picked off. The practise of the French rifle-
men is described as exceedingly beautiful. Cholera,
we regret to say was making great ravages, and the
roinforcements on their way will not arrive before
they are needed. '

The Canada, from Liverpool of the 11th instant,
brings the following :—

« Latest from the seat of war reports Sebastopol not
yet taken. The siege progressing slowly but surely.

« Reliable accounts of the engagement at Balakla-
‘va, on the 25th Oct., have been received. It was a
mave serious affair and far more disastrons to the Eng-
lish forces than at first supposed.

< [,ord Palmerston had left London for Paris on a
seeret political message.”

Trom the rest of the Continent we have little
of importance. The attitude of Russia towards
Austria is daily becoming more menacing. and war is
looked upon as inevitable. The French Emperor has
accorded permission to M. Soulé to pass through
‘France, and thus we suppose the quarrel of the dip-
lomatists is likely to be soldered up,

The V. X. Times assigns the objects of the late
Congress of American diplomatists. The first was
to-see if it were possible to take advantage of the
recent troubles in Spain, and obtain from the parties
in power the cession of the Island of Cuba; the
second to ascertain the general state of feeling in
Continental Europe towards democracy. The Times

“adds that, as to the first object—the acquisition of
Cuba—the Congress has been a failure, and that
- Tspartero has declared himself very decidedly on
this point. 'Tlie result of the inquiries into the poli--
tical state of Europe is,.that there is an utter absence
of democratic feeling, and that in Spain there are no
republicans. Revolution is pronounced impracticable
in Paris, and hopeless in Austria: even, in Hungary,
the only feeling towards Kossuth is one of contempt
for a blathering coward—a ready speaker, but a poor
fighter. Italy is declared to be sick of Mazzini-ism,
and Europe is pronounced to be not ripe for freedom.
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. 'T'hie foltowing appeal to-the Catholics of Moatreal

from their beloved Pastor will not, we are convinced,

he made in vain. Numerous as are tlie calls upon
their charity, always have’ they been. cheerfully re-
sponded to; and to-day, that our venerable Bishop.
comes before us, and implores our help to enable him
1o repair the disasters of the great fire of 1852 —to
build up- the Cathedral, or Mother church of the
Diocese, and to provide a fitting abode for himself
and body of clergy—ve are-sure that the Catholies
of Montreal will not belie their old reputation, and
will sbow by their zeal in forwarding the good work
that, not without good cause, has their City been styled
the Rome of North America. In this confident hope
then we publish the following notice to the Faithful

- of Montreal:— ' » ,

'« Bis Lordship the Bishop of Montreal—who. has
lately. left his Episcopal City for Rome, whither hLe
Yas been summoned 1o take part, as the Representant
of the Ecclesiastical Province of Quebee, in the ve-
nerablée assembly of Bishops convoked by our Holy
Fatherthe Pope, to meet at the: end of this month in
the Capital of the Christian world—having found him-
self obliged to.abandon his intention. of calling per-
sonally at the doors of the houses of allthe Caghohcs
of “Montreal, to take up with his own hands. their con-
tiibutions towards the rebuilding of the Cathedral, and
the reconstruction of the Episcopal establishmeuts,
has requested the Committee actually named for the

E WITNESS

same purpose, to continue the - good - work already. so
cheerfully commenced. His Lordship:relies.on’ the.
generosity of the City for these imporiant ends’; and.
trusts to be able to gladden the heart of the Sovereign

in coming to his ald. - This present notice is given by
His Lordship that each one may prepare himself t0
respond thersunto, as shall be most to the credit of

{this great city. .

¢« The Committee therefore take this opportunity of
informing all the Catholics of Montreal that, on Mon-

10 door, the subscriptions of the citizens ; who are no-
tified; 8 case they themselves should be absent from

[ their homes, to leave the amount of their subscriptions
|in the,hands of some person of their household, ek
| to deliver. it to the callectors. The collectors will Tse,

charged
members of the Clergy, vecompanied by some of the

made in the following orler :—1st—S5t. Antoine Ward ;
2nd—>St. Anue’s Ward 3 3rd—West Ward ; 4th—Cen-
tre Ward ; 5th—St. Lawrence Ward ; 6th—St. Louis’
Ward ; Tth—St. James® Ward ; 8th—St. Mary’s Ward.

¢ The Committee has much pleasure in reminding
the Catholics of this City, that His Lordship. the Bi-
shop of Montreal has ofien repeated to his diocesans,
in his several Pastoral Letters, that, if every family
in the Diocese would but give him during the ensuing
four years the trifling sum of Four Dollars, or little
more than a penny per week, he would be enabled by

means of such a subsecription, which wounld not be
onerous even to the least wealthy, to restore the Kpis-
eopal buildings of Montreal in a manner worthy of
the City. The Committee therefore trust that all
classes will promptly respond to the appeal of their
venerable Bishop ; and will thus show to the world
what great things can be accomplished by small
means, accompanied with union.”

A friend writes to us from Quebec, that Mr. Ma-
guire is being made the victim of an infamous conspi-
racy, and that no means are left unemployed to pro-
cure his dismissal from his situation. Mr. Maguire
is an Irishman and a Catholic, and hence the hostility
of which he is the object ; for Paddyism and Popery-
ist are unpardonable sins in the eyes of liberal and
enlightened Protestants. Our correspondent says:
¢ The fanatics and bigots here, aided by a few law-
yers, are busy in an attack upon our worthy. police
magistrate. Na'less than four petitions, all emanating
from the same quarter, though purporting to be from
different persons, have been presented to parliament,
complaining of his conduct. Their presentation has
been entrusted to Mr. Ferres—the Mister Brown ot
Lower Canada—and he is to move for a committes of
enquiry, which, no doubt, wi!l be granted.”
Fhough the motives which have led to this attack
upon Mr. Maguire are transparent, his friends have
no reason to object to the line of action that his ene-
mies have adopted. An innocent and unjustly ac-
cused man can have nothing to fear from an enquiry,
however rigorous, into his conduct ; and the prayer
for a committee of enquiry, if granted, will, we trust,
redound to Mr. Maguire’s credit, and the confusion
of his calumniators. ‘ , ‘
But what are our Irish Catholic friends about a
Quebec T—and how is it, that, whilst their Protest-
ant fellow-citizens are so active in demanding justice
from the Legislature for the wrongs which they pre-
tend to have received at Mr. Maguire’s hands, the
former take no steps to secure themselves against
Mr. Sheriff Sewell ; the particulars of whose canduct
must surely yet be,fresh in the memories of our read-
ers. They cannot yet have forgotten how, last year
—when the trial of the parties implicated in the Ga-
vazzi riots at Chalmer’s church was to take place be-
fore the Court of Queen’s Bench—the Protestant
Sheriff falsified the Jury panels, excluded the name
of every Irish Catholic from the lists, and thus very
nearly managed (o secure an iniquitous verdict against
the accused ; and hew, when this villainy was detect-
ed, his miserable tool—the deputy—endeavored to
bribe the lawyer engaged for the defence. Now
here indeed is a case calling for the active interfe-
rence of the Legislature. Our Courts of Law have
been degraded, and still are polluted, by the presence
of this same Sheriff Sewell; very general contempt
has been brought by him upon the administration of
justice in Canada ; and whilst he is allowed to retain
his office, it is impossible that respect for, or confi-
dence in, our legal tribunals can be restored, notwith-
standing the unsullied integrity of the Judges on the
Bench:

Now, is it possible that the Irish Catholics of
Quebec are so thoroughly cowed by their Protestant
neighbors, as to allow this infamous attack upon their
rights as citizens to pass unnoticed? Can it be, that
they will not take the same steps to procure redress,
for the crimes of Jury-packing and bribery—crimes
well established against Protestant Sheriff Sewell and
his'deputy—as have been taken by the signers of the
petitions against Mr. Maguire? One of these peti-
tions is now beflore us, in- which it is asserted, © that
it is necessary for the well being of this community,
and the interests of the public at large, that the said
John ‘ Maguire should be forthwith removed from. a
situation wiich he has shewn himself to be incompe-
tent-to fill.” How much more then is it necessary,
for the-well being of the community, for the interests
of justice, and for the sake of maintaining the re-
spectability of our Courts of Law and restoring con--
fidence in trial by Jury, that Mr. Sheriff Sewell
should be forthwith dismissed from. a: situation which
he has shewn. himself to be incompetent to fill; and in
which he has inflicted deep, lasting, almost indelible
disgrace upon the administration of justice in Canada
—brought trial by jury into suspicion—and the Court
of Queen’s Bench into disrepute 7 It is not for us to.
tell the Irish Catholics of Quebec how to. act in the
premises ; but this we may say that, if they do not-
show themselves at least as active in demanding a
committee of enquiry into the conduct of Mr. She-
riff Sewell and his deputy, as are their Protestant
fellow-citizens in instituting proceedings against Mr,
Maguire, they will richly deserve to be insulted and
{rampled upon by their Protestant lords and masters

Pontiff by showing to him the alacrity of his’ people.

day next, they will commence taking up, from door,

residents of each quarter, and. their.visits will be

on .all subsequeﬁt-oqcnsiqns;ifand that it will -be ‘in
vain for them to expect sympathy “or assistance from
others.~ However; we have too much confidence in
the good: sense, apd honest pride of our Quebec
‘friends, not 'to fee} assured that they will yet take the
proper steps to give their enemies a lesson against
Jury-packing and bribery for the future. * So mote
it be.? ‘ :

A writer 'in the Montreal Sun over the signature
« A Friend To Education,” asks—* Why, should
the Provinee be burdened with the expense of two
or three Normal Schools, and two or three sets of
Principals and Professors 7 We reply, because,
Protestants or Non-Catholies would conscientiously
object to a Normal School- conducted on Catholic
principles ; whilst, on the other hand, Catholics would
equally ohject to a Normal School conducted upon
Non-Catholic or Protestant principles. Now the
State is bound to respect the conscientious convictions
of all its subjects, and must therefore, if it taxes
them, orin any shape takes of the ‘public funds for
educational purposes, give to both Catholics and Pro-
testants schools of which, respectively, they can avail
themselves—to Catholics, Catholic schools, to Pro-
testants, Non-Catholic scliools.

There is another alternative,and that isthe Volun-
tary system ; which if good in religion, must be equally
good in education. Tndeed the man who can assert
it in one case, and not in the other—who can contend
for State support for education, and condemn it {or
religion—~who can advocate & connection betwixt
School and State, and repudiate'it betwixt Church

‘land State—must be either a fool or a hypocrite, an

idiot or a2 knave—probably a little of both. The
duties of the State towards the Church are the same
as towards the School, and it has no more business
or right to interfere with education than with religion.
If, then, the State objects to giving to the two dif-
ferent denominations into which society is divided—
Catholics and Protestants—their respective schools,
it must adopt the Voluntary system, and recognise the
right of every man to clothe, and feed his own chil-
dren, and provide them with educalion and religion,
without being compelled to pay for the feeding,
clothing, schooling, or churching, of any other man’s
children. This would be the logical results of carry-
ing out the principle thar it is desirable to remove
all semblance of connection between Church and
State. We do not believe this proposition to be
true ; we believe that any document in which it is to
be found bears a lie upon the face of it—rwhether it be
an Act of Parliament, or a profane jest book: but
whether true or false, it is at least equally desirable
to remove all semblance of connection betwixt School
and State.” Education is not a legitimate function
of the State; and freemen will never allow any form
of civil government fo interfere with their absolute
right over the education of their children—absolute
indeed, not as towards God and His Clurch, but as
towards the State and Parliament.

i

The extract which we gave last week {rom Arch-
deacon Witherforce’s work, upon resigning his pre-
ferments in the Parliamentary Istablishment, will
have prepared our readers for the announcement that
lie lias been admitted into the Catholic Church. This

happy event took place at Paris, and in the presence’

of His Lordship the Bishop of Southwark, We find
in the Catholic Standard a brief notice of the illus-
trious convert.

Mr. Wilberforce,son of the late Wm. Wilberforce,
is elder brother of the Government Superintendent
of Oxford, better known as “ Slippery Sam.”” At
Oxford, Mr. Wilberforce toak the highest honors, and
was for some time a Fellow of Oriel College, where
he enjoyed the friendship of Dr. Newman. As an
author he is known to the world by his « Hlistory of
Lrastianism,” and his writings on the “ Incarnation,”
the  Lucharist,” and the % Royal Supremacy”—dur-
ing the preparation of which be was led, from the study,
to the acceptance of Catholic doctrines, and to the
renunciation of the heresy in which he had had the
misfortune to be brought up. Mr. Wilberforce is a
widower, and it is said that he will soon be admitted
to Holy Orders, for which he is now preparing.

The Protestant press is naturally much surprised,
much shocked, and much grieved," at the defection of
such a man, so long one of the brightest luminaries
of the Istablishment:—

¢ It is lamentable to think?*—says ons High Church
paper—¢ that men of such signal devotedness to God
as the late Archdeacon Wilberforce as well as the late
Archdeacon Manning undoubledly were, should have
met with so much in the Church of England in her
present anomalons position as & State Establishment
to furnish a plea for their secession. If we belong
to-the Church Catholic there are ceriain great Catholic
verities which we must never repudiate or even com-
promise—verities which are inherent in the faith once
delivered to-the Saints and which cannot be impugned
without more or less weakening, not to say, in some
degree denying that faith, Itis owing to the com-
promise, if not the repudiation, of these verilies, or
some of them, in the Church of England under the
Erastian and puritanical influences fo which she is
unhappily subjected, that men zealous and devoted like
Wilberforce and Manning—have so lamentably be-

.come- perverted and lost.  God forbid that we shounld

say anything uncharitable. A more pious, ‘conscien-
tious, self-denyin%-, son of the ehureh, than Archdea-
con Wilberforce, has seldom, if ever, been in her Holy
Orders :. and' his:learning: and: ability as.a iheologian
have been universally acknowledged: The loss of
such a man.is therefore on every account to-be deplored;
and it may well become the Protestant church in both
hemispheres to see if thers be- not causes in her
present system, cooperating to repel Catholic minded
men, sincere and earnest, and Godly as we know they
have been, from a communion in which they were
once, most undoubted!y, shining lights, and whose'
withdrawal cannot but be felt as a great calamity.”—
N.Y. Churchman.

Strange is it that our Protestant cotemporary can-

not sce the reason ‘of these defections which'lie de-
plores, but which he would' fain attribute to' every-
thing but their righit cause. No one ever heard of 3
“ pious, conscientious, self-denying” " priest in- the
Catholic Church—¢a- learned  man, Godly, and z
theologian of acknowledged abilities,” abjuring Ro.-
‘marism, and professing Protestantism. No one would
dream of calling Achilli, Gavazzi, the Monk Leahy,
orto go further back, Luther, Cranmer, or any of
the priests who have abandoned the Romisk Chureh—
“ pious, conscientious, self-denying, sincere or God!
men.” Al liberal minded and wel informed Protest-
ants now admit that the priests who have come over to
them from Popery have, without a single exception,
been previously notorious for their impurity, their
scandalous conduct, their hypocrisy, and double deal-
ing ; and that the only converts of whom' the Pro.
testant church can boast; have been made from the
ranks of the drunkards, and of those of whose criines
and filthiness of conversation, it is impossible publicly
to speak, but amongst which, adultery, incest, and
fornication, may be enumerated- as the least disgust-
ing. There is nothing mysterious, nothing -to excite -
our wonder, in the conversion of an Achilli to the
Holy Protestant Faith; it is the most natural thing
in the world, and isamply accounted for by the simplz
fact that, betwixt Catholicity and the vices of an
Achilli there is an irreconcileable antagonism ; just as
betwixt Protestantisim, and the same worthy there: is
an irresistible sympathy or attraction.

The very same causes them that drive men like
Achilli out of the Catholic Church, to Protestantism,
attract men like Manning and Wilberfore—men whe
are “pious, conscientious, learned, self-denying and
Godly.” These men leave the Protestant world be-
cause they feel that there is not their proper place ;
because they are “ pious, conscientious, learned, self-
denying, and Godly;” and because they know that o
church which—as does the Church of England—
“ compromises, if it does not repudiate, certain great
Catholic verilies inherent in the faith once delivered
to the Saints,” and which “ we must never repudiate
or even conpromise”—cannot be a part or branch of
the ¢ Church Catholic.” :

Instead of wondering then, or lamenting, over the
loss of such men as Wilberforce and Manning, the
Protestant church would do well to ponder the lessan
it teaches. Men “of such spiritual devotedness to
God,” as, even Protestants admit them to be—men,
¢ pious, Godly, and self-denying”—do not leave Pro-
testantism to embrace Catholicity from impure or
worldly motives: if in error, their errors must be of
the head, not of the heart, the fruits of ignorance,
not of moral depravity. But the talents, learning,
and abilities of these same men, are universally ad-
mitted, even by the Protestant world ; they cannot
therefore have erred through ignorance ; and if nei-
ther through ignorance nor yet through malice have
they erred, then have they not erred at all ; and we
are driven, perforce, to acknowledge the Alnighty
power of God, as manifested in the self-denying hero-
ism of these men, who renounce wealth, and distinctiori,

“[and_honors, and ease, and friends, and all that the

world has to offer, for a life of mortification, hardship
and constant self-denial—for the contumely, and re-
proach, and poverty, swhich await them as members of
a Church which is everywhere spoken against, and
which imposes as a condition of membership on all
who seek admission within its fold that they shali

‘take up the Cross and bear it to the grave.

MR. M‘GEE’S LECTURE.

On Friday night last, Mr. M‘Gee delivered his first
lecture before the “ Young Men’s St. Patrick’s As-
sociation,” on the ¢ Future of America.” Though
the night was wet and stormy, the room of the Odd
Fellows® Hall was densely erowded, to hear one so
justly esteemed as a lecturer as is Mr. D’Arcy M-
Gee. The following is a brief, and necessarily a very
imperfect analysis of this eloquent discourse :—

Mr. M‘Gee begar: by observing that a well-known
man of genius, the only one who has invented a tra-
dition for America, makes his hero, on waking up on
the banks of the Hudson, ask, « Where am I ?—
where am 17”  'The popularity of this legend rests
upon the fact, that it is a type of the changeability
of American life. Every one who remembers twenty
or thirty years of life in the United States, feels in-
clived to cry out, every now and then, with Rip Van
Winkle— Where am I7? .

It bad been snid by some writers—among them
some whom he (the speaker) greatly respected—that
American nationality was “a fixed fact.” e could
nat subscribe to that opinion ;- for on comparing the
Republic of to-day, with the Republic of Washinston’s
time, he found two different states of society;ﬂ and
there was no evidence yet, that the next generation-
might not find the general character as thorougbly
altered fifty years hence, as it unquestionably was in.
the past filty years..

The Republic under Washington was not at all
democratic, in the present sense of theé term. It
was largely aristocratic ; Washington. himsell drove
with six horses, with outriders- and men-in livery, to
open the first Congress,  Democratic ideas came in
under Jefferson, were derived chiefly from the French
revolutionary school, and triumphed’ in the adininistra-
tions of Madison and Jackson, which were within the
memory of most men now living., =~ | L

The difference between the aristocratic republic of
Washinglon, and the democratic republic of Jackson,
the speaker defined to consist in the importance at-
tached- by the former to. manners, blood and educa-
tion ; qualities which .ihe.latter President, and. his
school, pretended wholly to disregard..  + °
~ While this change in the political. spirit of the Re-
public had been going on, other, and even more ex-~
traordinary social-changes were ‘in progress. The:

forms of government remained- the same, but the:



