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THE PEAEL, DEVUTED TO POLITE LITERATURE SCIENCE AND RELIGION.. ' .

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

This admirable culogivm on our native tongue formed pa.rt.ofn
specch of the Marquis of Ilustings, at the College of Fort William,
.1u the East Indies :—

¢ Regard the English Ianguage not, I beseech you, as the
mere medmm of ordinary intercourse ; itis a mine whence you

may extract the means of enchanting, instracting, and improving
communities yet numeless, and generations yet unhorn. Our
English language has never yet had an adequate tribute p: ad to it

Among the languages of modern Europe, specious but subordi-
nate pretensions have been advanced to cadence, terseness, or
dexterous ambiguity of insinuation, while the sober majesty of
the Fnglish tongue stood aloof, and disduined a competition op
the ground of such inferior particelarities.  Teven think that we
lmve erred with reepect to the Latin and Greek. Our sense of
the inestimable benefits we have reaped from those treasures of
taste and science which have been hundid down to us, have led
us into an extravagance of reverence for them.  They have high
intrinsic merit, without'doubt ; butitis a ligoted gratitude, und
an unweighed admiration, which induces us to prostrate the cha-
-racter of the English tongue before their altars.  Every language
can furnish to genius, casually, a forcible expression, and a thou-
sand turns of neatness and delicacy may be found in most of

.. them ; but I will confidently assert, that.in that which should be

“the f'rsl object in all languages-—precision, “the English tonuuc

[

surpasses them all ; while in richness of celouring und c\tent of
power, it is not exceeded, if equalled, by any. What sub_]ect is
there within the boundless range of imagination which some Bri-|}?

“.4ish nuthor has not clothed, in British plrase, with a nicety of

13

s

is the whole secret of this witchery.

_binations ere exhausted.

.definition and accuracy of portraiture, a brilincy of tint, a deli-
cacy of discrimination, and a force of expression which must be
-sterting, because every natien of Lurope, as well as our awn,
admils their perfection with enthusiasm ? - Are the fibres of the
_heart te be made to tremble with anxiety, to glow with admira-
tion, to thrill with horror, to startle with, amaze, to shrink with
awe, to throb with pity, or to vibrate in sympathy with the tone
-of pictured love? Know ye not the mighty magicians of our
country, whose potent spell has commanded, and continues
irresistibly to command, those varied impulses?  Was it a puny
‘engine, u.feeble nrt’ that achieved such wondrous worl\mfrs?
'\.Vhat wus the sercery ? A justly conceived collocation of words
And remember, there was
'penod ‘not remote, w]\en all- these recorded beauties were' o
ink; were e wuhout form nnd vond M 'l‘he clemems Pf’lhose

‘they were lhc unconnected notes of the rr-lmul, l]w"

mnlouchod strings oflhe harp The music was in the instrument,
"~ but the master’s hand had not thrown itsell across the chords, t
“rouse them from their slminber, ‘and bid them seatter ccstasies.

I'hen do you make trinl oftheir forces ; fear not that the com-
Possess yourself of the nccessary ener-
gios, and you willfind the language exuberant beyond the demand
of your intensest thought. Tt has no assignzble compass. Oune
of its most adwmirabie qualities is, that if o term sanctioned by{l®
usage or precedent does not present itself to express a concep-
tion adequately, 2 word may be moulded for the parpese, which,
if it be legitimately framed, it will be as uuiversally understood
as ifit had Leen constantly employed in colloguial discourse.
The approprintion of words to defined and specific senses,
(either direct or through that allusion tosimilitades which we
call motaphor,) has arisen from the high will of theso powerful
minds who have exercised a splendid despotism over opinions.

A’l‘he nghl of domination which they asserted over the multitude,

insured awxlhnffudnptlon of their application of words, and 'u

_ratified sanction of their extension of simple meaning to all the
.'subdwmons of shade and aflinity ; not that they comed arbi-
: trarily, for you are not to suppose that the language has not its law

and limits. 'The boundarics of the privilege are strictly laid
down, for they exist in nature. 1Tence has flowed, and hence

.will ondlessly flow, ¢ the power ofgiving to airy nothings a loeal

habitation and a name.”’  Astonishing fuculty ! never regarded,
as [ think, with suflicient admivation. Enjoying the treasures thus
heaped up, we do not deign attention to the efforts by whicl
they have been collected. Tlow many pusitions are thero that

.form the basis of our every day’s reflection, the wmatter for the

ordinary operation of our minds, which were toiled after perhaps
for ages, before they were seized and rendercd comprelensible !
How many subjeets are there which we must be severally con-
scious we have strived at, asif we saw them floating in an atmos-
phere justabove us, and found the arm of our intellect Lut just
too shortto reach them ; and then comes a happier genius, whe

ina fortonate moment, and from some ‘vantage ground, arrests

.the metepr in its flight, grasps the fleeting phantom, drags it from

the skies to carth, condenses that which was bat the impalpable
corruscation of spirit, fetters that which was but the lightning
glance of thought, and having s0 wastered it, bestows it a per-
-petual possession and heritage to mankind.

It was a quaint but expressive and pregnant saying of the Empe-
ror Charles, V., that whenever he had conquered a new language,
Aie found he had acquired nn additional soul.  Je felt within him-

h"uuon lmpnscd on our e\xstence in 1.b|s world
that' no  period “of life. can be exempt from it ; the ’ energy of

self a marked expansion of the powers of conception, comparison,
and combination. Words, the types of ideas and things, cannot be
treasured up swithoul some consideration of the things to which
they refer ; and the variety of shades which must present themselves
in transtation will infullably lead the student into a research
respecting the causes and qualities of those discriminations, cal-
culated to open his mind to an infinity of relations in his native
tongue, never before imagined by him.  This is what the empe-
ror meant 1o imply he felt within him.

A conscious elevation in the class of being is the most delight-
ful sensation which can swell the breast. It may suit the poet to
describe man as indiseriminately borne

‘ High to bear his brow,
To drink the spirit of the golden day,
And triumpl in existence ;”

but the observation must bedull indeed which has not satisfied
vou that, to uncultivated man, there is no such glowing sentiment.
‘The propensities of his mind are selfish and violent. His qualifi-
cations make him the most mischievous and dangerous of animals,
Uateful to others, and knowing that he is so, he never can raise
his thonghts above petty plots for the molestation of his fellows,
or miserable precautions for his own security. Itis only throngh
eulture that he can arrive at any sense of his duties ; and, through
thut sense of his duties, at.any estimation of himself. And that
first important step gained, what an infinity of gradations remain !
Is it nothing to remove yourselves from the lowest line of sucha
scale 2 Is it not excellent to reach the top of such a prowreasion,

and to enjoy, over so large a portion of your kind, a pure, nnoble,
and undisputed e\nltmun ? Superiority of mental powers is the
warrant of the Almighty for command ; and man will eagerly bow
to it wheresoever his judgment acknowledges the stamp and sig-
nature.  Ought T to stop here 2 Not so. MHaving attained that
summit, think what an expanse must be spread before your cye !
Think how your eagle ker will range around ! how distinet will
be your view of the universe ! that view which necessarily leads
the mind from Nature up to Natare’s God. Upon that pinnacle
man breathes a purer air ; he becomes, in some degree, a deni-
zen of ethereal regions before lie has shaken off his mortal veil,
Not by a selfish divorce from society, or by a chilling abstraction
from earthly concerns. Olino ! the capacity to which he has
raised himself, of gazing more stedfustly and more fervently on
the ineflable glories of the Creutor, will only teach him. to read

{more dlstmclly that part which Almighty wisdom has ordained.

e will feel that a fulfilment of cearthly relahons is ‘the rrreat ob-
e’ wzll confess

youth the sicadiness of matarer y years, and lhe e\penence of uge,
are alike bound to obey 1 ﬂ]e claim. Even in the stage of deca-
o|ldence, when the fuilure ‘of the frame no longer allaws bodily ac-
tivity, he will be sensible that he may still inculcate, and watch,
and warn, and prompt, and encourage, and lead, younger intel-
lects to a conception of its highdestinies. Thus he will earn the
last and best of mortul consolations. Looking forward in calm
and humble confidence to the hour iu which the Great Giver of
good shall require from him the intrusted talent, he will hope that
he may surrender it not ungratefully misprized, nor idly over-
looked, nor sordid!y unemployed. Dare you, when the meed js
thus displayed to you, dure you refrain from contending for it :*°

THE JEWISE MAIDEN.

*The house of Davidis no more; no more our sacred seed shafl
lurk and linger, like a blighted thing in this degencrate earth. Jf
we cannot floarish, why then we’li die !’ '
“Oh ! say not so, my brother !

A voice broke on the air, so soft, so sweet, so wnldlv musical—
it ‘sounded like a lLoly bell upon a sumwmer day, a holy bell that
calls to prayer, and stills each fierce emotion.

And softly kneeling at his side behold a female form ! Her face
is hid, ber lips are pressed against the hand she gently steals.
And now she raises up her head, and waits with tender patience
for o glance from onewho seldom smiles.

‘¢ Oh! say not so, my brother !"*

He tarns, hie gazes on a face beauteous as a starry night—a starry
night in those far climes where not a elond is marked in heav en,
when all below on earth’s so sweet, and all above in air so still,
that every passion melis away, and life seems bat a fragrant dream.

I too have wandered in those lands, and roamed amid Jordan’s
vocal bowers. Al !could the nightingale that sang to Syria’s rose
nowsing to me, 1'd give the fame of coming years to listen to
that Iny !

He turns, he gazes, and he bends ; his heartis full, his voice
is low,

*“ Ah, Miriam ! thou queller of dark spirits ! is it thou ? Why
art thon here ?”’

““YWhy am I here? Are younot here? and need I urge a
stronger plea?  OL ! Lrother dear, I pray you come, and mingle
in our festival ! Our wallsare hung with flowers you love ; 1
culled them by thefountain’s side ; the holy lamps are trimmed
and set, and you must raise their earliest flame. VWithout the gate
my maidens wait 1o offer you arobe of state.

dear, I pray you come and miagle in our festival,"”

Then, brother|]

“ Why should we feasl " SR
<« Ah !is it not in thy dear name these lamps are lit, these gar— o

lands hung? To-day to us 2 prince is given to day——>"
*« A prince without a kingdom.”’

< But not without fhat which makes kingdoms prec:ous, and -
which fall many a royal heart hus sighed for—willing subjects, " -

David.”

“Slaves, Miriam, fellow-slaves.’” o

“ What we are, my brother, our God has willed ; and Jet us h
bow and tremble.”

¢ Twill not, I eannot tremble !'?

¢ Hush, David, hush! It was this hanghty spirit that called the-
vengeance of the Lord upon us.”?

¢¢ It was this hanghty spirit that conquered Canaan.”

““Ob ! my brother, my dear, dear brother! they told me the

dark spirit had fallen on thee, and I came, and hoped thy Miriam .

might have charmed it. What we have been, Alroy, is a bright 7
dream ; and what we may be at least as bright a hope ; and for
what we are, thou art my brother.” In thy love I find present fe. -
licity, and value more thy chance emhraces and thy scanty smileg’
than all the vanished splendour of'our race, our {,orneous g.u'dcns
and our vhttermu halls.”?. S o
“Who waits wnhout Lhe'e meo Y SR L '
“Cdeb”’ AV L
"‘Mylord”-' ‘ AR T
¢ Go tell my wnele 1 presenuy will _]om ‘the b:mquet Leave ~
me a mowent, dearest, I'll soon be withthee. Nay, dry these -
tears, my life, or Jet me stop them with a seft kiss.”’ ;
¢ Oh, Alroy, they are not tears of sorrow."”’ .
“ God be with thee, angel ; fare-thee- we” lhuu"h hut fora
momcnt Thou art the charm and consolation of my life. Fare-
well, farewell. T do observe the influence of women very po-
tent over me. "I'is not of such stuff’that they muke heroes. I
know not love, save.that pure aflection that does subsist between
me and this girl ; an orphan and my sister. We are so alike, that
when last Passover, in mimicry, she twined my turban round
her graceful head, our uncle called her David.

" *The daughters of my tribe, they please me not, though they -
are passing fuir. YWere our sons as- brave as they, are beautiful,
we still might dance on Sion. .. Yet have I often thunght lllat: s
could Ipillow this moody brow upon some snowy bosom that we
my own, and dwell in the w:ldemess, f'.lr fmm the swht :md Lex
ofman, .md al] lhe care and . toil und wrelchedness,- that FErof \
and swh ubout me I might lnply lose this: deep sénsution” “of* aver- -
whelm:nrr wo, th.xt broods upon my. bemrr No matter ; hle xs L-ut
a dream, and mme must be a du]! one.”——Tale qf ho

———

‘From the Wild Garlend.
CYPERUS PAPYRUS.

The C‘pcrus Papyrus, the celebrated papyrus of Fgvpt, was
called by the Greeks biblos, whence is derived our Greel word
bible, us being the book. 1n Syria it is called budecr, and hence
the words papyrus, paper, papier. The papyrus is the most
ancient material employed s paper. Pliny and others have fixed
on the time of Alexander (about 324 5. ¢.) as the period when it
first began to be used for this purpose ; bat there is good reason
to believe that it was in use at least three hundred years before
that time. It was also employed for constructing bouts ; sails, mats,
ropes, coveriets, and garmeuts, were manufactured from the
light coat ander the bark ; and the root was used for food. Ves-
sols of bulrushes, or pap} rus, are menlnoned in the sacred Scnp-
tures. We read in Isainh, <“Woo to the lund s}mdowmrr with
wings, which is br=)0nd the rivers of Ethlopn that sendeth umn-
bassadors by the'sea, even in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters
(Tsaiah, xviii. 2;°*) and the floating cradle of the infunt Moses
was of this material (Exod.ii.2.) Pliny, Herodotus, and Diodo-
rus, speak of the Egyptian ships and vessels of the Nile as made
of papyrus. But its chief claim to notice arises from -its’ valuable
properties as a material for writing upon, being employed for this
purpose for a series o' ages, during’ which httle comparative use
seems to have been made of any other mode of recording the his-
tory of man, the discovery of science, or the truths of religion.
The frail leafl preserved and transmitted to posterity the treasure
commilted to its keeping, while the gizantic pyramids and the
sculptured hieroglyphic proved less true to the trust reposed in
them, )

The papyrus does not appear to have grown in the Nile, but
in the stagnant waters and marshes formed by the overflowing of
theriver. It is found also growing in the river Jordan, where a’
singular provision for the security of the plants in the midst of the
flowing waters has been observed. The firm and towering stalk
is of a triangular form, and the point of the triangle stands op-
posed to the stream, and, in the same manner as the entwater of
a boat, or the buttress of a bridge, presents an acute angle to the
opposing waters, thus gently diminishing their force. The gene-
ral form of the plant has been justly described as resembling a
thyrsus. The head is composed of a uumber of small grassy
filaments, each about a foot lonz. The stalk is a vivid. green,

thickest at the bottom, and tapering to the top, and clothed at the




