
A Day's Ramble withi a Nalturalist.

retiring ocean grcw fainier and fainter, began to
sustain suci vegetation as the Lord thought fit. A
thousand years are to Him but as yerterday, and
wve cannot tell how long it took te do ail this ;
but new elements were wanting to make il
savailable for mas, so soon to appear in bis
emajesty, and new elements were forthceming.
The internai Sres so long inprisoned beneath
Ihl weiglt of the incumbent earth, having done
their duty in raising the continent began to find
vent in' avery weak spot caused by its elevation,
and broie out with wild fury pouring streams
oflava far and wide, and desolating the land with
volcannes, but only that it miglt grew greener
and richer than ever, with a new and hitherto
unknown fertility; forev soit wes formed from
the fire-tried elements of the old, producing that
diversity of scena whici now gladdens the nyo
of man.

Abnding everyvhere, and full of interest
are the the birds ive ment with ; li the deep
sOlituades of the woods, the lugabrious cawing of
the crow grates upon the Car witi hollow voice,
which bas for ages been an abject of evil amen
te the credulous and ignorant :-the monotonous
Bound of the distant Woodpecker, I tapping the
iollow beeci trec," or making the woods resond

with bis notes of laugiter, taikes up the tale ;
the Blue-bird, the Titause, the iinch tribe, wil
tieir never-ceasing song, malte the very nlopse
alive with malody; whilst the. Bobolink on the
wing, surveying the grassy plains balow hima,
chants forth a jingling malody of short variablo
notes, with sch confusion and rapidity, that it
apipears as if a whola colony ofbirds were tning
their notes for sosse great gathering in Nature's
concert-hall. Here and thera a Larkc scarei
from his feedieg-place in the grass soaurs up,
bubbliîng forth his melady in globules of silvery
sound, and settles upon some tall trac, and
waves bis wings, and sinks te the swaying
twigs. WB ba to a Quail piping from the
meadow fonce, and another trilling bis answer-
ing whistle froms the hills. Nearer by, a tyrant
King-bird is poised on the topmost branch of a
veteran trea, who now and then dashes down
asasasin-like upon soma home-bound, lsoney-
ladan Bec, and thn, with amack of bis bill,
resumes bis predatory watch. Over the pool,
the Swifte, and Martins, and Swallows soam te
vie with each other in acrobatie flight--now
skîimning the surface of the water,-now mac.
ing, with a tousch of their wing, a scarcely per-
ceptible ripple. When seen un their first arrival
in Spring, thus hovering se near the surface of
the pool, we ssay readily understand how that
theory originated, and for years attained cred-
essce, that Swallows spent thseir winters safely
ensconced in md at the bottoma of ponds, or in
similar agreeable situations, emerging with the
first warm rays of the vernal sun.

Besides the Birds, flicker and ßit hither and
thither the Butterflies, small and large, white,
grave, and gay ; Grasshoppers are noisy beside
long stretches of green patls-inprovident fol-
lows who sing all througlh the livelong Summer
day, usnmindfsul and bendless of. coming storns,
or Winter's celd: and who would thinik, when
looking 0on the painted lltterfly, flashing its
gaudy colors in the sunlight, that a few weeks
ago it was a grovelling worm,-an emblen of
destruction-. Caterpillar? low wonderous
the chango ; how beautious the transformation I

How typical of the spirit of man, which fettered
te the earth je the flash, shalt one day emserge
from the chrysalis of death, and wing its fliglht te
the bowers of Eden !

Bounding through the highest tree-tops in fear-
les leaps, light and graceful in form, with bright
black syes and nimbleness in its every movement,
the Squirrel enlivens the scane, who after scrutsi-
nizing round soma moss-grown branch for the dis-
turber of bis haunts, hies away from our gaze, to
his nest li some bollow limb, where bis booty of
acours, and chestnuts, and hiccory-suets la stored
for Winter use ; and we think how some of oser
own species might relieve our Charitable Socie-
ties of many of their cares, if they would only
take this little provident fellow as an example.

But the lengthening shadows warn us te re-
trace Our stops, cru the darik pall of ight settles
over mountain, valley, tres, and stream. The
fogs are rising in the monadowsa,-a thi whitu
linEa of vapor mark, with well defined outline,
the course of the stream flowing througih them.
Long before wu reach home the curtain te raised
that conscoaled the celestial host,-those fires
that glow forever, and yet are net quenched.
Thers they move, as they noved and shlone when
the morning stars sang together, and the sons of
God shouted for joy. It was the sase blue
spangled dome on higi, above old Rome, When
shse rioted in al ber magnificence and luxury.
The shepherds who watched " their flocks by
nigit," were warned ta study that living page,
for a light to guide them te the expected Messi-
ah: the Arab as ha travelled the boundless fields
of sand trusted to those buarning orbs, for they

lone awere bis chlrt and compass. Beyond the
grasp of pour frail mas, thny light him from the
cradile to the sepulcher. Their beams are shet
upon his monument, until thsat to is crumbleil
away, and no taken remains ta point the spot
vihere his lases lie. Could a voice be heard
from their blaac home, doubtinss it wonild spealt
of a race that passed froi this continent, long
cre the canvass of Columbus was furled uioa
these shores ; a race that preceded the Indian-
c people whose remains are yet among us, bat
wlse history lies deep in oblivion I All on
uarth ha changed; but the glorious heavens ce-
main iucihanged; sun, mooe, plaet and satellite,
star and constellatione, galaxy and nehulm still
bear witness ta the powner, the wisdom, and the
lave which placed tha of old, and still sustains
them where they are I

And now our ramble over, we fuel wei have
associated ourselves more closely with Nature,
and ber mighty Master-God. The materials
with which that E ternal Power writes his namO
may vary, bat the style of the laand-writing la
the same. And whether in illaminated charsat-
ers he paints it in the field, or in the starry
alphabet, bids it fiase forth from'the face of the
frmament; whether He works la the caurios
mosaie of a sheil, or inscribes it in lebrew letters
on tables of stone ; devotion recognises its
Heavenly Father's hand, and admires, with rev-
eronce, Hiis matchless autograph.

We purpose in our next issue commencing a
series of Papers on 'the Natural Bistaory of this
continent, fromt the pen of Mr. Smll.-The
total absence of an accurate specification of
American Animals only, is awant much fait,
and it is our intention that these Papers shalh
bu pleasing te ail our readers.


