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fort Éurbort alone excepted, and that' therd was even a probability tkai.
this place would very foon furrender for want of provifions.

The French Engineers were all confident in the fuccefs of this p(an
Wiiliirg, therefore, to lhew how ready I was in fupport of their caufe, 1
ordered the 21 t regt. to land on the 14 th at Caze Navire, and there iook
poft, which enabled the officer who commanded the xoyalif1sto colle& ail
his force in the neighbourhood of St. Pierre; he accordingly moveci, and
ilanded the ren of our forces on the i6th. and joined hin at a very flo».
pott within about five milles of St. Pierre.

The Britifh troops confifted of the Grenadiers, Light Infantry, and
Marines from the ficet, with the Carolina black corps, axmounting in ail
toabout ±too men : The Corps of Royali2ts' was faid to be about 8oo.
This force was thought to be perfe&ly adequate to the fervice propo«ed.
We were retarded in our operations by the difficulty of bringing up the fi>
poundersto their Rations, where they did not arrive till the i7th in the af-
ternoon, when the eneny made an attack upon one of them, but were ve.
ry foon driven back by the pickets of the light infantry ; but I am forry
t fiay w'ith the lofs of Capt.'Dunlop, and three men of the Royal Amed.
cans.

The plan we had concerted was the attack of two batteries Which de-
fended St. Pierre, the taking of which would immediately put us iri pof-
feffion of that town. The morning of the 18th .was the time fixed, and
1ve were to move forward in two columns, the one confifting of the Bri.
tifh troops, the other of the royalifts: for this'purpole the troops were
put in motion before day break. But unfortunately fome alarm ha-ving tak.
en place among the royalints, they began, in a miflake firing on one ano-
îher; and their-commanddr being feverely wounded, on the occafion, his
troops were imrrimediately difconcerted, would not fubnit to the controul.
of any of the other officers, and inftantly retired to the poft fron which
they haid narched.

This condu&' frongly proved that no dependançe could bc placed on
them, an*d the attack againft St. Pierre muif folely havebecen carried on by
the Britidh troops, to which their numbers were not equal ; and as they
lu.ckily were not yet engaged with the enemy, they were ordered immedi-
ately to retutn to their former pont,- froin which Îhey embarked on the
i9th; and the 21f regiment likewife embarked fron their poít¥on the Irit
the navy, as ufuali giving the molt ready afflilance.

As the rdalifts would certainly fall a facrifice to the implacable malignity
of the repubican .party as foòn as we quitted the Illand,. it became in a
manner incumbent on us, in fupport of the National charader, to. ufe our
utmoRtexertions to bring thefe unhappy people from the fbiore ; and al-
though the neceffity of iimpre.fing fuch veffels as could be found, and the
.urcharing provifions fron the Merchant veffels attending the army, willncur.a great expence, I have venturcd.upon it, trm Ring td the - gcnerous;nd humane difpolition exhibitcdby the nation on all fimilar occafions and
being Perfe&ly affured of finding in you an advocate for. refcuing fo many
unfortunate perfons from certain death. pefrôm toe manh

We therefore were emp1oyed 'n embarking thefe people frim the -lth
to the 21 fnï beftden Whites; there are a number of blacks whofe fitu:ation was
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