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CANADA AND BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The relations between Canada and Bri-
tish Columbia are, says John Bull, extre-
mely unsatisfactory, and the intervention
of the Home Government may become ne-
cessary if a disruption of the Canadian

. Confederation is to be avoided. The Cana-

dian Government has not fulfilled the en-
"gagements on which British Columbia
consented to enter the Confederation. It
was agreed that a railway should be con-
structed in connection with the Ceradian
system to the shores of the Pacific. The
itical advantages and im; ce of a
line-of railway running through British
territory, and joining' the Aslantic and
Pacific seas are obvious. Noattempt has,
however, been made to construct the Paci-
The physical difficulties

be insuperable. ‘The Goyernment of Bri-

"-tish Columbia complained” of the breach of |
- ‘faith involved in the abahdonment of the

‘undertaking ; by the influence of Lord
CARNARVON a compromise was arranged.
Instead of the Pacific Railway a railway
was to be constructed across Vancouver's
Island. The Bill for this purposs, has
however, been rejected by the Upper
House, and British Columbia ig naturally
indignant. The United States will see in
the blunder of the Canadian Ministry their
opportunity. Tt will be necessary for
Lord CarNARVON to convey to the Ministry.
of the Dominion an intimation of the ne-
cessity of duly observing solemnly con-
tractad: obligatiofis. -

. Thé Tmes observes that Mr. MAOKENZIE

 ps been supported by the prevailing sen-
* tament in the Eastern Provinces in the Do-
‘miniori, where commercial embarrassments

and fippucial pressure have been lately felt
moat painfully, and where a jealous dislike
of thePacificSettlements hasgrown up. Ne-
gotistions have availed nothing to abate the
irritability of the British Columbians or to
subdue the obstinacy of the Ottawa Ca-
binet. - The visit of the Governor-General
toth% Pacific colony was. looked for with
sorie Jrope that he might be the bearer of

o offers, but the Province took

- care . to define its position before Loxd

Dufferin's arrival. A déclaration has been
- drawh up and confirmed by the vote of a
popular assembly, at  Victoria, which has

. been placed in the Governor-General's

hands for transmission as an ultimatum to
the Colonial Office. The British' Colum-
bians demand that ¢ either her Majesty be
requested to grant them the liberty to
secede from the Union, or that Lord Car-
NARvoN'B terms be carried out in their
entirety.” Secession is a political impos-
sibility, and we do not ses how the Colo-
nial Office can exercise any other than
moral pressure on the Dominion Govern-
ment. But we have no hesitation in say-
ing thas such ought to be firmly and ener-
getiaally applied, as doubtless it has been
applied already by{Lord CArNaRVON. The
Canadians must be told that in playing

) iin ¢ delivery o?:;;rl

fast and loose with solemn- engagements :
they. axe nof only jeoparpising their young

credit &s a.nation, but a.reﬂiggx’:pdﬁing the
English name, of which they profess to be
80 proud. _

4 HINT FOR QUEBEC.

The late misfortunes of the City of
' Quebec have arisen from & state of things
which have not grown up all at once, but
which, if not courageously grappled with
now, may result in the loss of the chief
advantages on which -she prides herself.
If ever -city seemed entitled to the
freedom of her open spaces, with all their
historical associations, it was Quebec,

| ‘whieh successfully maintained national-

ity and Imperial protection for Genadas
‘when all other strongholds had given way.
Her Majesty, through her honoured Re
presentative in this country, has shewn
her lively sympathy with these claims. It
would be a scondal to build over those
grand and historic gites, which command
the finest views of the St. Lawrence and
its distant shores—views that have been
pronounced unequalled in picturesque
beauty. So long as these lands were
held by the Ordnance Department in
London they were safe, but since they
came into those of the Government at
Ottawa, the prosaic idea has been enter-
tained of bringing them to the hammer
and cutting them up into building lots.
The city should at once shew its appre-
ciation of their value by obtaining a
charge over them, and by causing them
to be properly watched and® guarded ab
all times, 80 as to make them available for
the use of citizens and visitors. Quebec
in the past protected these historic grounds
from ontside invasion and we cannot
see that she ought to be deprived of
them. We trust that her finances may be
at least sufficiently reinforced, through
the wisdom of her Council, tosecure the
safety of the citizens at all hours of the day
or night, and the city itself as far as pos-
gible from the ravages of fire. A certain
ted police have beemr
‘spoken-of for tire-outskirts; ‘amd it~is - ber
ginning to be admitted by all that the
question of water supply, on which the
extinction of fires depends, ought not to
be delayed for another hour.

The latest news.from the East, as we go
to press, is a despatch from Belgrade stat-
ing that an agreement to suspend hostili-
ties for ten days has been signed. A spe-
cial from Berlin adds that simultaneously
with the delivery of the reply to the
Powers, containing the peace conditions,
the Porte issued orders on its own initia-
tive for the immediate cessation of all hos-
tilities, on the assumption that Servia and
Montenegro would issue similar instruc-
tions. The Powers received the Porte’s
reply favorably, and opened negotiations
immediately for further joint action.
The Porte has confidentially notified the
Powers of its firm determination to redress
the grievances of Christians. The Vienna
official paper, while expressing its satisfac-
tion at the factthat Turkish peace propo-
sals present the first real basis for negotia-
tions in favor of peace, dwells upon the
necessity of considerable modifications in
Turkey’s conditions. It especially points

tiations guamutees—which the Porte must
tion of ite Christian subjects, and the ex-
ecution of its promised reforms. A des-
patch from St. Petersburg officially denies
the existence of an alleged treaty between
Russia and Germany, providing for the
sc}ttlement of the Eastern question in case
of war.

Lorp DErBY's explanations appear to
have been, 8o far as their drift could be
understood, more disappointing than other-
wise to the friends of progress in England.
They will hardly acquiesee in the princi-
ple “that the Turks should not be check”
ed in their excesses for fear of their com-
mitting greater excesees.” We do not
know that any one has seriously talked of

driving them out of Furope, What the

Co. Illustrations by the

“and. buildérs, but by a large class

to the necessity of including in the nego-

give—for the improvement of the condi-

people geem to say is “will Lord DERBY
use all the power he has to stop their out-
rages and ;slsughterings #* and that is
pretty nearly what we should all say if we
had any available.influencé in the Euro-
pean question. The jealousies of Christian
nations are working more injury to the
cause than any real fear of the impossibi-
lity of controlling the Moslem.
- —,w-—
REVIEW.
~ #THE ARCHITECT'S AND ARTISAN's PRICE
Boox MxD CoMPENDIUM OoF UserFvL Know-
LEDGE,” &c., &¢. By F. N. Boxer, Architect.
Printed by the Lovell Printin and Publishing
urland-Desbarats
Lithogn 3(}0 L _
We consider the pililivationvef this work will
supply a want long felt, not ouly by architects
of the com-

munity intérested in building ind real estate, to

{ whom much of the information contained with-

in its pages has been unattainable in any single
work published, as iv embodies that description
of instruction respecting cost of materials, me-
chanical labour, specifications, contracts, and
other matters respecting building, so very ne-
cessary to those interested, and particularly to
persons residing in villages and country places
where there are no libraries to which reference
can be made.

Most of the works published on architecture
and building are very costly, and when obtained
are found to contain very little of those necessary
details of construction, which are ofter: of much
importance to young mechanics, and, also, to
perties building.  Authors generally consider
such details of too elementary a character to be
noticed, whereas they are really most essential
for the information of marx who have not the
opportunity of acquiring
therefore this information is just what is re-

uired by many in the Dominion who are
obliged to be their own architects ; to them the
work before us will be very valuable and asaving
often of much expense and trouble.

A new feature in this book is that whilst the
approximate value of every description of build-
il;f mpterial in one place is given as a basis for
calculation, blank columns are left opposite to
each item In which architects and busm can
fill in prices suitable to the times and the lo-
calities in which they reside. The work, also,
contains all the most useful tables of reference
respecting the weight, strength, &c., of building
materials, method for measuring artificer’s work,
forms of specifications and contracts, hints on
building, arithmetic, geometry, perpective draw-

.rears its dark irregular summit de

is knowledge, and him

a suceession of conical sand hilloeks, heaped u
by the whirling blasts, and, on the other hand,
the low and treacherous morass, or the wide-
‘but shallow lagoon. Here you may walk
over lofty heights of sedimentary rock, and a
mile hence you may circumambnlate the base
of the crater of an extinet volcano. = One island
ly covered
with wood, another presents its bare- conical
¥ea.h at a height of three, four, or?&? handred
eet above the sea. You.land ai’dfie spot, and
you can plade your foot on nothing but the
small angular rocks of crumbling trap ; you
beach your boat at another place ‘and the cliff
before you presents its sandstone strata with
noless than eight different colours,—grey, pink,
-yellow, red, blue, ,omn% ‘brown,and variegated,
and 80 soft as to crum fe Beneath thie: pressure
of the fingers.’”’ ) - :
Of our three sketches the largest gives a view
of ghe yi -of Amhersf, . the-cipital of the
e of the ; i:lth(fges p:c‘:;’xaand
oWS one o curious -ri iar to
the group. Another one gives an idea of the
country, being taken about two miles from
Amherst on the road to the next vxlla,Fe‘ ; there
is a curious sand-hill to theright. The third
taken from the highest point in the islands
shows Amherst Island in the distance, with the
ftl;ll extent of one of the sand-ridges belonging

it.

’ E—
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LOST.

You marvelled just now, my friend, to see
that strong and well-poised man bowed in such
an agony of g:;ief beside that little coffin. You
have known him as the courteous gentleman,
and dignified master of a stately home and broad
domains ; the wise statesman and populer leader
of parties ; and you conld not see how a loss
that seemed small to you could so utterly unman

You beheld only a small casket, with a gilver
plate upon the lid bearing the simple name of
e Willie.”” Within a little waxen figure with
closed eyes, and brown curls brushed smoothly
back, the dimpled hands crossed upon the breast.
«Surely,” you say, * in two short years the little
one cannot have made itself necessary to his life.”
He has not lost the child you saw ; but shall 1
tell you what he has lost ?

A" bright-faced lad, with fearless, truthful
eyes, lithe form, and ringing lsughter, who has
sat by his hearthstone and wandered by his
side this many a day. One who needed no ad-
monition to keep him in the straight path, but
who chose it instinctively. A perfect child—
the light of the hounse, and the sunshine of his
father’s heart.

ing, machinists’ receipts, and a t variety of Lost, too, & son, in whose dawni manho od
usefnl acientific infgrmation. SE,Q._ fe_xttr{ctx all possibilities of good that life affords were
from the Civil Code xoht.inaf to ihe law of build- | gsthered'; possessed of every graoe and charm
ing and real sstate, very valusble to pro jetors; that refinement and cultivation can give, with
and a complete glossary of philouophluf,n archi- | &l sterl;:f worth and powers of that the
tectural and engine terms. most ro of pature can beatow. Aloving

The book of plates which is a supplement to
the work, is of quarto size, contains 44 pages of
illustrations, and is a fair sample of the profi-
ciency to which the Burland-Desg(mts Lithogra-
phic Company is arriving in this beautiful art
and cheap method of illustrating books. Many of
the illustrations were photo-lithographed from
‘the author’s pen and ink drawings, and are

quite esqual to wood cuts and at not one quarter peace

the cost. .

We have reviewed this book at léngth, as we
consider that every creditable production of a
literary character published in the Dominion

should meet with every enco! ent and
support ; and the author, who is the editor of

the Canadian Mechanics Magazine, deserves
great .credit for the efforts he is making to

iffuse useful and practical information amongst
the mechanics of this country.

The price of both volumes is only $4, being
about four times less than the cost of similar
scientific works published in either Great Britain
or the United States.” It can be obtained,. post
paid, on a remittance being made to the Manager
g{ the dBmla.nd-Beabnaﬁ Lithographic. Ce.,

onireal.

THE MAGDALEN ISLANDS.

These little known Islands are situated in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence. The following extract
from a recent correspondence to the Halifax
Church Chronicle may be of interest. ¢ There
are about 11 islands 'dtm:. though some of
theh are not properly i being joined to
other land by sand-ridges and. marshes. The
North Bird Rock is the farthest point North,
and South Cape, in Amherst Island, is_the
furthest point South ; whilst the Gieat Bird
Rock and Deadman’s lsle are the extremities
East and West respectively. Amberst, the most
important island in the group, is 50 miles distant
from h}ast Point, P. E. 1., 60 miles from Cape
North in Cape Breton, 150 from Gaspé, and 120
from Cape Ray, in Newfoundland. A pam hlet
written some years ago says :—*‘ In form and ap-
pearance the greatest diversity prevails. -Some
are mere Tocky islets rising precipitouslv from
the sea toa height of 140 or 170 feet, with con-
cave snd convex summits. At one place the
gea may be seen rushing madly against cliffs
400 feet in height, and wildly dsshing far up on
the face of the rocks ; in other places the white
crested wave mlls,l{eavil_y over acres of low
shalving beach, and masteringitsstrength heaves
its ponderous mass upon the yielding but im-
possible sand barrier. On the one hand is seen

son—the support of his mother,
the companion of his father ; asteadfast friend,
a kind and just master.

And then he has brought a fair young bride to

the daughterless houss, and she, too, has beena

riceless posseseion, most perfect among women.
Rnd fair children have come to them, filling the
old home with the music of merry voices. d
has brooded above it, and happiness has
filled its walls. ‘

So the years have gone on, and on, and gra-
dually the cares, the responsibilities, and the
honours have dropped from the hands of the
elder man upon the stalwart shoulders of the
younger ; and he in his noble manhood bears
them worthily. Step by step he has risen in
the councils of his countrymen, and ’now he
stands among the leaders of the natiem, with
clear hands and spotiess name. - N

And the years gather under the feet of the
father, but they are filled with restful content.
No cause for haste or anxiety, because all that
he leaves unfinished, these younger hands will
bring to perfection. And when, at last, he lays
the gosptre down, he can trust family, depen-
dants, the honoured name he has c¥\ens od,
with all interests of state and country, to these

and steadfast hands so securely able to
hold and guard them well. : :

These— the boy, the youth, the man -- he has
lost. They have vanished *without sound of
wing or footfall.”. .

But the baby boy you saw him bending abpve
he. has mot lost. In quiet hours, in fireside
dreams, he will come to_him snd he will foel .
again the niute cevess of seoall hands wandering .
over his face ; roselesf cheeks will be pressed to :
his ; soft arms clasp hi
brown curls nestle agsinst his breast ; and the
cooing voice and baby laughter will il hie

No; these will go with him all his life

even down bohis‘i:st Thour, and the ehﬂdl%
})le his — his little one, always. ug}orp h!:iﬁ
iving—moge sstisfying—more entirely his,.th
to the world he in{oct.

The image is photogeaphed in his huxt.iwd* :

the ways imprinted on the brain of that

i , stern disciihnariau, who has a Kindly:.-
place in his natnre, idden in the deep Iecesses -
of powerful feeling from the gaze of the worldy:

¢
| which only knows him for his unbending ree TR

tude of purpose and want of sympath with &
doers anld backsliders. y' y :

This manifestation of human weakness is only
a phase of the law of compensation which per-’
vades all nature, and is especially observable in
the love of the living or the dead,




